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Real Scene Two
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PRESENTACIÓN

Focus your mind® es un Material Científico y Cultural que desarrolla las 
habilidades comunicativas en el idioma inglés basado en la focalización del 
pensamiento y sus procesos de atención dirigida.  Es un sistema muy 
avanzado, el cual a través de escenarios vivenciales del pasado, del presente 
y del futuro y la aplicación de programación neurolingüística, diversifica y 
potencia el conocimiento con experiencias racionales sensoriales y 
emocionales en el idioma inglés, en un viaje a través de la cultura.

Enfocar su mente y mantener la atención dirigida es el principio de cualquier 
tipo de entrenamiento mental donde su capacidad para mantener la 
concentración y para encontrar un equilibrio es fundamental. La práctica de la 
concentración nos permite acelerar nuestro crecimiento y nuestro aprendizaje, 
ya que nos garantiza un acceso directo al conocimiento y la comprensión 
mediante el pleno desarrollo de la focalización. Esto ofrece incrementar la 
intensidad, la calidad y la duración de su atención. Para Focus your mind® 
estas habilidades de la mente son el soporte para el correcto desarrollo de sus 
habilidades comunicativas en el idioma Inglés. 

Mediante la práctica de la atención y concentración se puede acceder al 
estado de la mente enfocada cuando lo desee. 

Derivado de esto Focus your mind®, permite adquirir progresivamente 
vocabulario, pronunciación y fluidez, accediendo a la globalización de las 
comunicaciones y los negocios, con Focus your mind® podrá interactuar en 
cualquier tipo de situación en el idioma inglés, lengua dominante en el mundo 
de hoy y del futuro. 

Bienvenido a Focus your mind®, El Inglés bien enfocado.
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Interpretación de íconos 

 Listening: Escucha diálogos, estructuras y conversaciones

 Writing: Por medio de la escritura resuelve los ejercicios o 
  prácticas asignadas.

 Listening  Escucha y practica los diálogos de los escenarios en  
 conversation: grupo o en forma individual.

 Reading: Lectura y comprensión de los temas.

    
 Questions?:  Debe desarrollar las preguntas en forma individual o  
  en grupo y estar listo a interactuar acerca del tema.

 Group: Discusión en grupo sobre los temas específicos.

 
 Speaking: Conversación y práctica de pronunciación.

 

 

Este  libro  ofrece  un amplio panorama del idioma inglés con la seguridad de nuestra 
parte que si se trabaja con disciplina, un objetivo claro de aprendizaje y siguiendo las 
instrucciones indicadas, se lograrán las metas de dominar el inglés.

 El AUTOR.

C

onversation



INTRODUCTION

Focus your mind® is a material designed for people who want to improve their 
communication skills and extend their knowledge of world culture, as well as learning 
English no matter if they’re starting from scratch or in need of improving and 
perfecting their previous knowledge of the language. 

This material offers a unique insight into a wide range of topics such as history, 
world events, sports, cooking, mental strength, wine appreciation, aesthetic surgery 
and gastronomy as well as many others. It also invites you to explore current 
thinking about important cultural topics and trends.

Throughout the preparation of the material and the attendance to the I-Practice, 
the user will practice the four skills of a language: speaking, listening, reading and 
writing. This material includes authentic texts from prominent publications carefully 
selected for interest and relevance. It encourages you to practice the language 
and communication skills which are important for people who need to use English 
in their daily lives.

Focus your mind® features very interesting topics which aim towards both accuracy 
and fluency for the user and a multi- skill syllabus which combines different themes, 
functions, structure, and pronunciation activities supported by the Audio and 
Interactive CDs. The purpose of this material is for the user to develop English 
skills for meaningful communication.
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SCENARIO 

01
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. How important is it to communicate your ideas properly?
2. Do you think you have good communication skills? (In English/Spanish)
3. What is the importance of written communication?

COMMUNICATION SKILLS

"Communication is ethical to the extent that it enhances human 
symbol-using capacity, fulfills the need for mutual appreciative 
understanding, and promotes effective communication.”
 -Anonymous

MY GOAL: After finishing Scenario 01, I'll be able to ask for and give personal 
opinions, construct ‘WH questions’ and give short answers using the verb ‘to be’. 
Through the reading material, I'll learn about the importance of good communication 
skills, as well as the main differences between American and British English.

  ORAL COMMUNICATION
Communication is based on three 
important principles which relate language, 
thinking and learning.

1- The acquisition of knowledge is 
accomplished through the use of language. 
Learning  and the improvement of 
language skills in all four areas - listening, 
speaking, writing, and reading - are 
interconnected and necessary for every 
field of study.

2- The improvement of language skills 
happens as a result of experiences in all 
four areas: listening, speaking, reading 
and writing. One learns to write and to 
speak at the same time as one learns to 
read and to listen. Each skill improves to 
the extent that all are exercised.

3- All subject matter calls for unique, as well 
as common, language requirements. For 
example, reading a literary passage results 
in a response to the tone or mood of the 
writing as well as the development of a feel 
for the overall flow of the passage.

 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  1

A QUESTION USUALLY 
BEGINS WITH A QUESTION WORD

 W H A T             W H E R E     W H O       H O W
           W H E N            W H Y        W H I C H
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Where's the bank?

When is your birthday?

What are you doing?

Where are you and John from?

 

TOM:  _______________ that?

ANA: Oh, that's Mr. Thomas.

TOM: _______________ he from?

ANA:  He’s from Boston.

TOM:  _______________  his first name?

ANA:  It’s Robert.

W

riting

   EXTRACTING AND ORGANIZING INFORMATION

Besides being a basic skill, communication 
competence is an important ingredient in 
liberal education.

Frank E.X. Dance (1980) advanced this 
point through a series of four propositions: 

 - Human language is necessary, although 
insufficient, for the liberal education of 
human beings. 

 - Spoken language is the natural and    
primary manifestation of human language
from which written language is derived.

Crucial to this point is the difference 
between the two - written language and 
spoken language - culminating in a 
powerful argument stating that 
competence in one cannot  be derived 
from instruction in the other.

TOM: _______________ is he like?

ANA: He’s very nice.

TOM: _______________ your sister?

ANA: She’s in class.

TOM: _______________ her birthday?

ANA: It's next week.

 - Speech communication is the discipline    
that undertakes the study and practice    of 
spoken language as its primary subject    
matter.

 - Academic training and experience in       
speech communication result in improved    
understanding of and more effective use    
of spoken language.

Complete the questions using ‘WH question’ words.
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  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 2

QUESTIONS AND SHORT 
ANSWERS WITH THE VERB ‘TO BE.’

Is Jacques Chirac the President of France? Yes, he is. / No, he isn’t. 
          
Is Mount Everest the highest mountain in the world? Yes, it is.

Is the Niagara Falls on the border between USA and Canada? Yes, it is.

Are the seven wonders of the ancient world still in existence? No, they aren’t.

Is Colombia in first or second place in terms of coffee exports
to the rest of the world? It’s in second place.

 Complete the conversation with the   
 correct form of ‘to be.’

TOM: ____________ John from Canada?

ANA: Yes, he____________ from Toronto.

TOM: ___________________ he single?

ANA: No, he_______. He _______ married.

TOM: ______________ his parents here?

ANA: No, _________. They live in Canada.

ORAL COMMUNICATION TRAINING

W

riting

Research has consistently demonstrated 
the importance of oral communication in 
business and professional settings. For 
example, in a large national survey of 
personnel managers (identified as 
individuals in the best position to know 
and keep employment records) in the 
United States, oral communication 
competence was identified as the most 
important factor in helping college students 
obtain employment, and the second most 
important factor in helping employees 
perform successfully in their jobs.

Forms of using ‘to be’ using the
present tense.

I am  You are

He is  She is

It is  We are

You are They are
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       Exercise 1  

Fill in the blanks using ‘WH question’ words and answer the following questions 
about oral communication.

____________________ are the  three principles of communication?

_________________________________________________________________

____________________ are speaking, writing and reading inter-connected?

_________________________________________________________________

____________________ does each subject possess?

W
riting

British English vs. American English

American English is the form of English used in the United States. It includes all 
English dialects used within the United States of America. British English is the form 
of English used in the United Kingdom. It includes all English dialects used within the 
United Kingdom. Differences between American and British English include 
pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary (lexis), spelling, punctuation, idioms, and 
formatting of dates and numbers.

The English language was introduced to the Americans through British colonization in 
the early 17th century and it spread to many parts of the world because of the 
strength of the British empire. Over the years, English spoken in the United States 
and in Britain started diverging from each other in various aspects. This led to two 
dialects in the form of the American English and the British English.

American vs British accent

Prior to the Revolutionary War and American independence from the British in 1776, 
American and British accents were similar. Both were rhotic i.e. speakers pronounced 
the letter R in hard. Since 1776, the accents diverged but English accent in America 
has changed less drastically than accents in Britain.

Towards the end of the 18th century, non-rhotic speech took off in southern England, 
especially among the upper class; this "prestige" non-rhotic speech was 
standardized, and has been spreading in Britain ever since. Most American accents, 
however, remained rhotic.
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Differences in use of tenses
In British English the present perfect is used to express an action that has occurred in the 
recent past that has an effect on the present moment. For example: I've misplaced my 
pen. Can you help me find it? In American English, the use of the past tense is also 
permissible: I misplaced my pen. Can you help me find it? In British English, however, 
using the past tense in this example would be considered incorrect.

Other differences involving the use of the present perfect in British English and simple 
past in American English include the words already, just and yet.

British English: I've just had food. Have you finished your homework yet? 
American English: I just had food. or I've just had food.
I've already seen that film. or I already saw that film.

Differences in Vocabulary
While some words may mean something in British English, the same word might be 
something else in American English and vice versa. For example, Athlete in British 
English is one who participates in track and field events whereas Athlete in American 
English is one who participates in sports in general.

There are also some words like AC, Airplane, bro, catsup, cell phone etc. which are 
common in American English and not used very often in British English. Some words 
widely used in British English and seldom in American English are advert, anti-clockwise, 
barrister, cat's eye.

Differences in Spelling
A majority of the spelling differences between American and British English fall into the 
following categories:

Latin-derived spellings
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Differences in the use of Prepositions
There are also a few differences between British and American English in the use of 
prepositions. For example: While the British would play in a team, Americans would play 
on a team. Another example: While the British would go out at the weekend, Americans 
would go out on the weekend.

Differences in Verb usage
American and British English 
may also use a base verb in 
different manners. For example: 
For the verb “to dream", 
Americans would use the past 
tense dreamed while the British 
would use dreamt in past tense. 
The same applies to "learned" 
and "learnt". Another example of 
differing past tense spellings for 
verbs in American and British 

English is "forecast". Americans use forecast while the British would say forecasted in 
simple past tense.

Differences in Pronunciation
Some words that are pronounced differently in American vs British English are tomato, 
leisure, schedule etc. There are also some words like Ax (Axe in British) and Defense 
(Defence in British) which have the same pronunciation but different spellings in both 
languages.

  Greek-derived spellings
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Representational Systems (NLP)
2. Tips to speak in public
3. Non-verbal communication (Body language, posture, expressions)

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

02
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. What are the most common professions in your country?
2. Do you know any professions that do not require college degree?
3. What new professions do you think will appear in the 21st century?

PROFESSIONS
"Professional development refers to vocational education with 
specific reference to continuing education of the person undertaking 
it in the area of employment."
   -Anonymous

MY GOAL : When I have completed Scenario 2, I’ll understand how to express 
myself using simple present tense and to use expressions of time. I’ll also learn about 
a variety of professions.

  PROFESSIONS Vs. OCCUPATIONS
A profession is a specialized work function 
within society, generally performed by a 
professional. More specifically, 
´profession´often refers to fields that require 
extensive study and mastery of specialized 
knowledge, such as law, medicine, the 
military, nursing, the clergy or engineering. 
In this sense, a profession is different than 
an occupation, which refers generally to the 
nature of a person's employment. Indeed, 
the word ́ profession´ comes from ́ profess´; 
such as a professor would lecture on his or 
her area of expertise.  Classically, there were 
only three professions: the church, medicine 
and law.

Some professions and duties:

Actor, accountant, actress, architect,  artist, 
assembler, barber, baker, bookeeper, butcher, 
bus driver, cashier, carpenter, chef, computer 
programmer, construction worker, electrician,  
engineer, farmer, firefighter, lawyer, journalist, 
scientist, teacher, veterinarian.

What do you know about these 
professions?
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Li

stening     Conversation 
          Listen and practice

PAUL: What do you do, Sue?

SUE: I'm a travel agent.

PAUL: Oh, really? What do you do there?

SUE: All kinds of things. I sell tickets and take people on tours.

PAUL: That's very nice.

SUE: Yes, I like my job a lot. What do you do?

PAUL: I'm a businessman. I have a small clothing store.

SUE: Oh, great! Where is your store?

PAUL: It's on the corner of Main Street and First Avenue.

SUE: Ok. I'll visit you there next week.

PAUL: Ok. See you later.

  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

   TIME EXPRESSIONS

 In the morning In the evening In the afternoon     

 On weekdays On weeknights On weekends

 On Saturdays On Mondays At night

 Before / after noon At 6:00 p.m. Until midnight

   Complete these sentences

a- I get up  ___________ five ___________ the morning  _______ weekdays.

b- I start classes ___________ 8:00 ___________ the morning.

c- I have a break ___________ 3:00 ___________ the afternoon _________ fridays.

d- I have dinner ___________ 7:00 ___________ the evening.

e- I stay up ___________ 11:00 ___________ weekends.

W

riting
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 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 2

  SIMPLE PRESENT TENSE AND ‘WH QUESTIONS’

 Where do you work? I work at a bank.
 What do you do? I'm an accountant.
 What does she do? She's a travel agent.
 Where does Tom work? He works in the mall.

     Complete the conversation

TIM: What _________ you _________?

GREG: I'm an architect.

TIM: _________ do you work?

GREG: I _________ at T&G construction.

TIM: What about your wife? 

 What _________ she do?

GREG: She _________ an art teacher.
 
 She _________ at the University of Florida.

W

riting

   HISTORY OF PROFESSIONS

Historically, the number of professions 
were limited to members of the clergy, 
medical doctors, and lawyers. They held 
a monopoly on professional status and on 
professional education, with military 
officers occasionally recognized as social 
equals.
 
Self-governing bodies such as guilds or 
colleges, backed by state-granted 
characters guaranteeing monopolies, 
limited access to these organizations and 
controlled behavior within each profession.

With the rise of technology and 
occupational specialization in the 19th 

century, other careers began to claim 
‘professional’ status: engineers, 
paramedics, teachers and even 
accountants until, today, almost any 
occupational group can at least unofficially 
aspire to a professional rank.

Terms such as ‘occupation’ serve the 
purpose of upholding the distinction 
between professionals and others who 
hold no specific distinction but work for a 
living. Such a word avoids the confusion 
caused by vague usage of the words 
‘professional’ and ‘professionalism’ to  
express prestige, approval or  a sense of 
exclusivity.
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       Questions

How  do lawyers regulate themselves?
Why are professions generally exclusive?
What is a general requirement to perform a profession?
What are some groups that claim the status of ‘professional’?

                Exercise

Talk to the agent about your profession or occupation and discuss its importance 
to society and the rules that govern it.

    Reading

Professions tend to have certain qualities 
in common such as being self-restricted, 
self-regulating and exclusive.

A profession always refers to work 
requiring academic or practical preparation 
and is typically the way a person generates 
income.  Membership to a profession is 
usually self-restricted and self-regulated. 
For example, lawyers regulate themselves 
through a bar association and they restrict 
membership through the licensing and 
accreditation of law schools. Hence, 
professions also have a great deal of 
autonomy, setting rules and enforcing 
discipline themselves. 

Professions are also generally exclusive, 
which means that laymen are either legally 
prohibited from or lack the ability to 
practice the profession. For example, 
people are generally prohibited by law from 
practicing medicine without a license and 
would be unable to practice medicine well 
without first acquiring the skills of a 
physician. Professions also require 
rigorous training and schooling beyond a 
basic college degree. Lastly, because 
entrance into professions is so competitive, 
their members typically have above 
average mental skills.

S
peaking

R
eading

Q

uestion?W

riting

There is no standard definition of a modern 
professional, however. And beyond the 
classical examples (lawyers, doctors, etc) 
there are many groups that claim the status 
of ‘professional’. For example, school 
teachers often refer to their occupation as a 
profession, even though it is not exclusive 
(people teach others outside of the traditional 
school environment), nor is entrance 
competitive, nor are they self-regulating. 
Laypeople in state legislatures or on boards 
of education typically set the rules and 
regulate teachers.
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Highest paid professions in the world
2. Lowest paid professions in the world
3. Most common occupations in your country

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

03
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

“Informatics is the study of the structure, behavior and interactions 
of natural and engineered computational systems.”
               -Oxford English Dictionary

MY GOAL: After I finish Scenario 03, I’ll be able to use the demonstratives ‘this’, 
‘that’, ‘these’ and ‘those’, I will be able to construct questions using ‘how much…’ and 
I will have practiced expressing preferences and making comparisons using adjectives. 
I will also learn about adverbs of frequency and adverbial phrases of time, place and 
frequency.  Through  the reading material,  I will discover new information about 
Information Technology.

   HUMAN COMPUTER INTERACTION (HCI)

THE GOALS OF HCI
The basic goal of HCI is to improve 
interaction between users and computers 
by making computers more user-friendly 
and easier to use. More broadly, HCI is also 
concerned with:
- methodologies and process for designing   
interfaces.  In other words, take a task    and 
a class of users and design the best   
possible interface
- methods for implementing  interfaces      
such as software toolkits and libraries;    
efficient algorithms
- techniques for evaluating and comparing  
interfaces
- developing new interfaces and interaction  
techniques

- developing  descriptive models and
theories of interaction

Human computer interaction, or HCI, is 
the study of the interaction between users 
and computers. 
It is an interdisciplinary subject relating 
computer science to many other fields of 
study and research. 

Interaction between users and computers 
occurs at the users interface, which 
includes hardware such as CD-ROMs, 
camcorders, webcams, and software, 
which can be any one of a multitude of 
programs.

A long term goal of HCI is to design 
computers that can be used as 
instruments that enhance human creativity, 
liberate the human mind, and improve 
communication and cooperation between 
humans. Professional practitioners in HCI 
are usually designers concerned with the 
practical application of design 
methodologies to real-world problems. 
Their work often revolves around 
designing graphical user and web 
interfaces.

1. What do you normally use the internet for?
2. What is your opinion about Artificial Intelligence?
3. How many gadgets do you use daily?
4. What is the most important piece of technology in your life? How would your life 
change if you didn’t have it?
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S
peaking  Conversation:

MIKE: Look at those screen covers.

ANA: Those blue ones?.

MIKE: No, the black ones.

ANA: Oh, these! They are nice.

MIKE: Yeah, but look at that printer over 
 there. It is nice, too.

ANA: Which one?

MIKE: That silver one right there. Excuse 
 me, how much is it?

SALESPERSON: It's $120, but it is the best 
  photograph printer on the market 
 it also has a scanner.
 
ANA: I think that’s fair.

MIKE: Okay, lets get it. You know we need it anyway. 
 Do you accept credit cards?

SALESPERSON: Of course, sir.

  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

 DEMONSTRATIVES

Use ‘this’ or ‘these’ to refer to any object or objects close to you.
Use ‘that’ and ‘those’ to refer to any object or objects further away.

CLOSE PROXIMITY    AT A DISTANCE

How much is this laptop?    What is the price of that apartment?

This laptop is $1000.    That apartment costs over $300,000.

Are these new speakers?    Are those boats safe?

No, I’ve had these speakers for a few years. I chose those curtains because I love 

       the color.
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      Exercise 1

Fill the blanks with the appropriate demonstratives.

a- Excuse me. Can you tell me 

    how much ____________ computer costs?

b- Which one of  ____________ ?

    Do you mean ____________ ?

a- Yes, __________  laptop.

b- Oh, it’s only $1,000

a- You must be kidding. Don’t you have a cheaper one among 
___________?

b- Yes, but it’s not made by the same company.

   ROBOTS AND THEIR APPLICATION

W

riting

In 1995, about 700 000 robots worked in 
the industrialized world; approximately 500 
000 of them were used in Japan, about 
120 000 in Western Europe and about 60 
000 in the United States. Most of their 
applications correspond to dangerous or 
unpleasant tasks for humans. As an 
example, in the medical laboratories the 
robots manage materials that bear 
possible health risks, like blood and urine 
samples. In other cases, robots perform 
the repetitive and monotonous tasks on 
which a human being would soon refuse 
to perform. Robots can carry out these 
repetitive operations with precision 24 
hours a day without getting tired. 

That’s the reason why General Motors  
uses approximately 16 000 robots for work 
like welding, painting, machine loading, 
the transfer of pieces and assembly 
operations. They are used also for 
activities that pose great danger to people, 
such as the locating of sunken ships, the 
search of submarine mineral deposits or 
the exploration of active volcanoes. Robots 
are used to explore distant planets.
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W
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  Exercise 2

Discuss with the class
What do you think about the presence of robots in human activities?

 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 2

COMPARISONS WITH ADJECTIVES
A - Comparison with -er

1) adjectives with one syllable

clean  cleaner  new  newer  cheap  cheaper

2) adjectives with two syllables and the following endings:

2 - 1) adjectives with two syllables, ending in -y

dirty  dirtier  easy  easier  happy  happier 
2 - 2) adjectives with two syllables, ending in -er

clever  cleverer
2 - 3) adjectives with two syllables, ending in -le

simple  simpler
2 - 4) adjectives with two syllables, ending in -ow

narrow  narrower
B - Comparison with more

all adjectives with more than two syllables 

difficult - more difficult than  beautiful – more beautiful than

       Exercise 3
       Insert the given adjective in its correct form.

Robots are___________(expensive) than computers.

Most of their  applications are_________(dangerous) than regular jobs. Robots

are_________(good) than regular operators for repetitive tasks. It's________(easy)

for robots to complete welding work than it is for people. Searching for 

underwater mineral deposits is__________(cheap) when it's done by robots. 

Furthermore, robots are_________(small) than most machines.

     Exercise 4

   Make similar comparisons using a topic of your choice.
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S
peaking

The Mars Pathfinder
NASA launched the Mars Pathfinder on 
December 4, 1996 aboard a Delta II 
rocket, just one month after the Mars 
Global Surveyor was launched. After a 
seven-month trip, it landed on Mars in a 
valley called ‘Ares Vallis’, in the region 
‘Chryse Planitia’.  During the voyage, the 
spacecraft had to complete four flight 
adjustments in order to maintain its correct 
flight path.

Once safely on the surface of Mars, the 
Lander opened, exposing the unmanned 
rover called ‘Sojourner’, which was named 
after the famous American abolitionist, 
Sojourner Truth.  The Sojourner would go 
on to execute a variety of experiments on 
the Martian surface using a series of 
different scientific instruments to analyze 
the atmosphere, climate, geology and the 
composition of the planet’s rocks and soil.

It was the second project from NASA’s 
‘Discovery Program’, developed by the 
agency’s administrator, Daniel Goldin, 
which promoted the use of low-cost 
spacecraft and frequent launches under 
the motto, “Cheaper, Faster and Better.” 

       Exercise 5

Speaking

Have you heard about other 
modern robots?

 Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), a division 
of the California Institute of Technology, 
directed the mission, which was 
responsible for NASA’s Mars Exploration 
Program.

This mission to Mars was the first in a 
series of missions that involved ‘rovers’, 
or robotic exploration vehicles and was 
the most important since the Viking 
satellites landed on the red planet in 1976.
By being 100% successful and by 
completing real objectives, the Mars 
Pathfinder mission can be regarded as 
‘proof-of-concept’ for various technologies, 
such as airbag mediated touchdown and 
automated obstacle avoidance; both of 
these technologies were later used by the 
Mars Exploration Rovers.

The Mars Pathfinder was also notable for 
its extremely low price relative to other 
unmanned space missions. This was an 
important achievement, considering that 
approximately two-thirds of the spacecraft 
destined for Mars have either failed to 
launch or were lost en route.
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GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 3

Adverbs of Frequency are Adverbs of Time that answer the question "How 
frequently?" or "How often?". They tell us how often something happens.

Adverbs of definite frequency

hourly, daily, weekly, monthly, yearly, every second, once a minute, twice a year, 
once, twice, once or twice, three times

Adverbs of definite frequency, like all adverbs of definite time, typically go in END 
position. 

Examples:
Most companies pay taxes yearly.
The cleaner checks the toilets every hour.
The directors meet weekly to review progress.

Sometimes, usually for reasons of emphasis or style, some adverbs of definite 
frequency may go at the FRONT, for example:

Every day, more than five thousand people die on our roads.

Adverbs of indefinite frequency

Examples:
    never, seldom, sometimes, often, always

100%  always, constantly
  usually, normally
  frequently, regularly
  often

50%  sometimes
  occasionally
  rarely, infrequently
  seldom
  hardly ever
 
0%  never

Adverbs of indefinite frequency mainly go in MID position in the sentence. They go 
before the main verb (except the main verb "to be"):

    We usually go shopping on Saturday.
    I have often done that.
    She is always late.

ADVERBS OF FREQUENCY
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Occasionally, sometimes, often, frequently and usually can also go at the beginning or 
end of a sentence:

    Sometimes they come and stay with us.
    I play tennis occasionally.

Rarely and seldom can also go at the end of a sentence (often with "very"):

    We see them rarely.
    John eats meat very seldom.

MOBILE COMPUTING

Mobile computing is human–computer interaction by which a computer is expected 
to be transported during normal usage. Mobile computing involves mobile 
communication, mobile hardware, and mobile software. Communication issues 
include ad hoc and infrastructure networks as well as communication properties, 
protocols, data formats and concrete technologies. Hardware includes mobile 
devices or device components. Mobile software deals with the characteristics and 
requirements of mobile applications.

Several categories of portable computing devices can run on batteries but are not 
usually classified as laptops: portable computers, keyboard less tablet PCs, 
Internet tablets, PDAs, ultra mobile PCs and smartphones.

A portable computer is a general-purpose computer that can be easily moved from 
place to place, but cannot be used while in transit, usually because it requires some 
"setting-up" and an AC power source. Portable computers are also called a 
"transportable" or a "luggable" PC.
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A tablet computer that lacks a keyboard (also known as a non-convertible tablet) is 
shaped like a slate or a paper notebook. Instead of a physical keyboard, it has a 
touchscreen with some combination of virtual keyboard, stylus and/or handwriting 
recognition software. Tablets may not be best suited for applications requiring a 
physical keyboard for typing, but are otherwise capable of carrying out most of the 
tasks of an ordinary laptop.

A personal digital assistant (PDA) is a small, usually pocket-sized, computer with 
limited functionality. It is intended to supplement and to synchronize with a desktop 
computer, giving access to contacts, address book, notes, e-mail and other 
features.
    
A PDA with a web browser is an Internet tablet, an Internet appliance in tablet form. 
It does not have as much computing power as a full tablet computer and its 
applications suite is limited, and it cannot replace a general purpose computer. 
Internet tablets typically feature an MP3 and video player, a web browser, a chat 
application and a picture viewer.

An ultra-mobile PC is a full-featured, PDA-sized computer running a 
general-purpose operating system.

A smartphone has a wide range of features and installable applications.

SMARTPHONES

A smartphone, is a mobile phone 
built on a mobile operating 
system, with more advanced 
computing capability and 
connectivity than a feature 
phone.  The first smartphones 
combined the functions of a 
personal digital assistant (PDA) 
with a mobile phone. Later 
models added the functionality of 
portable media players, low-end 
compact digital cameras, pocket 
video cameras, and GPS 
navigation units to form one 
multi-use device. Many modern 
smartphones also include 
high-resolution touchscreens and 
web browsers that display 



22 Twenty-two

standard web pages as well as mobile-optimized sites. High-speed data access is 
provided by Wi-Fi and mobile broadband. In recent years, the rapid development of 
mobile app markets and of mobile commerce have been drivers of smartphone 
adoption.

The mobile operating systems (OS) used by modern smartphones include 
Google's Android, Apple's iOS, Nokia's Symbian, Blackberry Ltd's BlackBerry OS, 
Samsung's Bada, Microsoft's Windows Phone, Hewlett-Packard's webOS, and 
embedded Linux distributions such as Maemo and MeeGo. Such operating 
systems can be installed on many different phone models, and typically each 
device can receive multiple OS software updates over its lifetime. A few other 
upcoming operating systems are Mozilla's Firefox OS, Canonical Ltd.'s Ubuntu 
Phone, and Tizen.

TABLET COMPUTER

A tablet computer, or simply tablet, is a mobile computer with display, circuitry and 
battery in a single unit. Tablets are equipped with sensors, including cameras, 
microphone, accelerometer and touchscreen, with finger or stylus gestures 
replacing computer mouse and keyboard. Tablets may include physical buttons, 
e.g., to control basic features such as speaker volume and power and ports for 
network communications and to charge the battery. An on-screen, popup virtual 
keyboard is usually used for typing. Tablets are typically larger than smart phones 
or personal digital assistants at 7 inches (18 cm) or larger, measured diagonally.

Hybrids that include detachable 
keyboards have been sold since 
the mid-1990s. Convertible 
touchscreen notebook 
computers have an integrated 
keyboard that can be hidden by a 
swivel or slide joint. Booklet 
tablets have dual-touchscreens 
and can be used as a notebook 
by displaying a virtual keyboard 
on one of the displays.

Conceptualized in the mid-20th 
century and prototyped and 
developed in the last two 
decades of that century, the 
devices became popular in 2010.
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GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 4

An adverbial phrase is a group of words which always go together. They describe 
where, when or how often something happens.

Adverbial phrases of frequency describe how often something happens.

every morning, every afternoon
every day – daily
every week – weekly
every month – monthly
every year – annually

every Sunday – on Sundays – on Sunday afternoons

once a day
twice a day 
three / four / five times a day

all the time

ADVERBIAL PHRASES OF TIME, PLACE AND FREQUENCY

RESEARCH SPOT

1. New technologies for the future
2. Androids and Artificial Intelligence
3. Science Fiction predictions

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

04
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. Who do you consider to be a leader in your life?
2. What are the qualities or characteristics that every leader should have?
3. Why is team work important?

LEADERSHIP AND 
TEAMWORK

Modern society and culture continue to 
become more fluid and dynamic. Factors 
contributing to this shift include the 
communications revolution, the global 
market and the ever-increasing 
specialization and division of labor. 
Individuals are now required to work with 
many different groups of people in their 
jobs and to interact with them frequently in 
their day-to-day lives. 

Historically, human beings have worked in 
tightly knit, static societies and groups. 
Today’s dynamic world requires us to adapt 
quickly and easily to change and to be 

able to function well in diverse groups. 
Each time you join a new group, you are 
expected to immediately get along with all 
its members. Hence, the need for methods 
to help people adapt to these new 
requirements. 
 
All kinds of people, from investment 
bankers to catering staff and session 
musicians, face the same difficulties. There 
is no simple solution to the problem. It may 
not even be possible to find one, given the 
thousands of years of cultural evolution 
that brought us to our present behavioral 
patterns.

Speaking
Discuss social interaction and 
team-building for organizational 
development with a partner.

"The mass do not form their own opinions from dignitaries in 
Church or State, from ostensible leaders, or from books.  Their 
thinking is done for them by men much like themselves, addressing 
them or speaking in their name on the spur of the moment, through 
the newspapers.”

 -John Stewart Mill

MY GOAL:  After I complete Scenario 4, I'll be able to construct questions and 
answers using the verb "to do" and "would” as auxiliaries. I’ll also learn about “much” 
and “many” and articles with countable and uncountable nouns. In the reading material 
I will learn about leadership and team building.

   TEAM-BUILDING
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    Conversation
TOM: Do you like sports, Ana?

ANA: Yes, I do. I love sports.

TOM: What kind of sports do you like?

ANA: I like team sports. I play soccer.

TOM: Really? Why do you like to play on  
 a team?

ANA: Well, I believe it's very rewarding to  
contribute to team success.

TOM: Do you have a plan for setting daily  
goals?

ANA: I sure do! I plan my team practices  
and my personal training. 

TOM: Who's your favorite soccer player?

ANA: I like Cristiano Ronaldo a lot. He’s 
an excellent striker and he always 
contributes to the success of his team.

R
eading

 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1
WH QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS WITH THE AUXILIARY VERB ‘DO’

     QUESTION                         POSITIVE ANSWER                           NEGATIVE ANSWER
Do you like soccer?  Yes, I do like soccer.   No, I don’t like soccer.
Does Tom like football? Yes, he does like football.  No, Tom doesn’t like   
         football.
Does Shelly come home  Yes, Shelly does come home  No, she doesn’t come  
for lunch?   for lunch.    home for lunch.
Do they want to have a Yes, they do want a    No, they don’t want a   
snack later?   snack later.    snack later.

OBJECT PRONOUNS 
A pronoun is called an ‘object pronoun’ when it functions as the object of the verb.

            Me        You                      Him        Her
            It           Us         Them

Give the notebook to me.
 
I am reading the book to her.

Open it please.
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W

riting
Fill in the blanks to complete the following 
conversation.

JOE:  _________ you like tennis?

ALEX: No, I _________. I don't like_________ very much.

JOE:  _________ Pete and Mary like soccer?

ALEX:  I think Pete likes _______ but I_________ think 

 Mary likes _________.

JOE:  She loves to swim and to play tennis.

   GENERIC TEAM BUILDING

         ‘Team building’ refers to the process of establishing specific groups to accomplish certain 
tasks in an organization or group.  Ingredients seen as important to the successful 
creation and operation of a team include: 

- selection of the members
- establishing the vision, goals, missions
  and/or objectives of the team
- distribution of the workload
- scheduling of work and tasks
- balancing of skill-sets to accomplish goals
- harmonizing of personality types
- educating members about how to work together

The morale of the team, an important variable, may depend on some factors such as:

- Support

- Resources

- Communication

- Personalities

As management performance is often closely associated with managers and coaches, 
it tipically feels the need to take part in building and fostering teams.
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W

riting

In the functional leadership model, 
leadership is seen, not as a person, but 
rather, as a set of behaviors that help a 
group perform a task or reach a goal. 
Leadership behavior can be divided 
roughly into three types:

1- ‘Substantive behavior’ relates directly 
to the performance of the group's task. 
They may include such things as 
proposing possible solutions or providing 
important information.

2- ‘Procedural behavior’ helps direct the 
group's discussion. It involves things like 
developing group procedure or testing 
the degree of agreement among 
members.

3- ‘Maintenance behavior’ improves
the relationships among the members and 
encourage quiet participants to join open 
discussions.

Any member can perform this behavior, 
and so any of the group participate in the 
leadership. It was once thought that 
members specialized in one behavior, but 
that is not always the case.

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE   2

  USING THE VERB ‘WOULD’
‘Would’ is a modal auxiliary verb. We use it to:- talk about the past

She said that she would buy some eggs. - talk about the future in the past

He left 5 minutes late, unaware that the delay would save his life.- express the conditional mood

If I had won the lottery I would have bought a car. - to express desire, polite requests and questions, opinions or hopes

Would you like some coffee? 

Structure of ‘would’ in a sentence

Subject + would + main verb

     

     Exercise 1

What would you like to do?
Write an invitation to your friend. With a partner, ask follow up questions such 
as:

 When is it?              What time does it start?

 Where is it?              Where should we meet?

FUNCTIONAL LEADERSHIP MODEL
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   Exercise 2 

Answer the following questions using follow up questions.

SAM: Would you like to go to the race tomorrow?

KIM: Sure! What time does it start?

SAM: I have two tickets to the Club Colombia Open. Would you like to go?

KIM:_____________________________________________________________
 
SAM: Would you like to come over for dinner tonight?

KIM:________________________________________________________________

SAM: Would you like to go to the movies with me on Saturday night?

KIM:________________________________________________________________
 

 Write an invitation to a friend using the phrase 'would you like...'

   LEADERSHIP STYLES

W

riting

W

riting

There are four basic leadership styles: 
builders, relators, planners, and 
adventurers.

Builders are factual, down-to-earth and 
traditionalist.

Builders generally:

- believe that status is important
- appreciate symbols of status
- talk from behind a large desk of authority
- are neat and tidy
- choose their words carefully
- dress conservatively
- make schedules and appointments
- adhere to rules of law and order
- enjoy policy and procedure
- believe that working together is more 

important than liking each other

_
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Relaters promote caring and sharing, and feel that liking each other 
is very important.

Relaters generally:

- value interpersonal relationships
- encourage participation
- believe that gifts are important
- try to help others and always say 'thank you'
- work well with a team
- dress in bright, colorful, coordinated clothes
- believe there is enough room for everyone's opinion
- try to eliminate barriers

Adventurers crave action, fun and 
excitement.

Adventurers generally:

- rebel against traditional rules
- enjoy taking risks
- seem to be always in motion
- think 'short term'
- prefer unstructured work environments
- excel at crisis management and can 
perform well with short notice

- like to drive a sports car or convertible
- conduct business 'on the run' and never 
seem to be at their desk or in their office

- can't survive without their cell phone

Planners spend a lot of time thinking and 
analyzing their world.

Planners generally:

- are logical and detail oriented; they dot 
the 'i's and cross the 't's

- are forward thinking and excel at 
long-term planning and budgeting

- are not concerned with dress codes, 
hairstyles, or exterior details

- are a jumble of half finished thoughts and 
words

- worry little about being tidy.  They often 
have papers and half-drunk beverage 
containers everywhere.

- prefer to be alone and are uncomfortable 
in groups
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GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 3

Some nouns are countable – you can count them. These include:
apples, books, cars, trees

Some nouns are uncountable – you cannot count them. These include:
water, oil, rice, fruit, bread, information, money

Uncountable nouns have different grammar rules from countable nouns.

COUNTABLE AND UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS

countable singular nouns 
e.g. apple 

countable plural nouns 
e.g. apples 

uncountable nouns 
e.g. fruit 

  

Singular countable nouns 
always need a determiner:  
a, this, that, my, the etc. 

Look at that cat!  
Can I have an apple?  
Is this your bag?  

  

  

Plural countable nouns do not 
need a determiner. 

I like apples.   
Dogs are friendly. 

But they can be used with 
determiners: 
Where are my shoes? 
Are those pens yours? 

  

Uncountable nouns do not need 
a determiner. 

I like fruit.   

But they can use singular 
determiners: 

This fruit is nice. 

  

  

  

You can count countable nouns. 
Can I have five apples please? 

  

You cannot count uncountable 
nouns. 
Can I have five breads please? 

DETERMINERS 
  

Use singular verbs and 
determiners. 
This apple is nice. 

  

Use plural verbs and 
determiners. 
These apples are nice. 

  

Use singular verbs and 
determiners. 
This bread is nice. 

  Some determiners can be used with both countable and 
uncountable nouns. 

some, a lot of, lots of, loads of, plenty of, any  

We’ve got some potatoes. We need some bread. 
We don’t have any potatoes. We don’t have any bread. 

  Some determiners can only be 
used with countable nouns: 

several, various, a few, many 

Some determiners can only be 
used with uncountable nouns: 

much, a bit of, a little 
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GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 3

1) Use a before a singular noun.

    I've got a brother and a sister.
 
Use an if the noun begins with a vowel.

    I've got an aunt in Texas. 

2) Use plural nouns or uncountable nouns to talk about things in general. Don't use 
an article here. 

I like cats.
Dolphins are very intelligent.
Crime is increasing.

3) Use the to talk about one particular thing, or a particular group of things.

Books are interesting. The book on the table is interesting.
Children are noisy. The children in this class are noisy. 

4) Use a to introduce a new thing or person. Use the when you already know this 
person or thing.

There is a restaurant near my house. The restaurant serves good food.

5) Use the when there is only one of these things.

    The moon is very big tonight.
    My dad is the only doctor in our village.
    Joe is the best student in the class. 

6) Use the when there are many things, but it is clear which one you mean.

   Let's go to the pub! We need to go to the supermarket. 

7) Most 'general' nouns do not use an article.

Life is not the same as it used to be NOT: The life… 
Health is important to everyone. NOT: The health…
We're worried about pollution. NOT: The pollution…

COUNTABLE AND UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Tips to be a great leader
2. Leaders vs. Followers
3. Importance of delegating
4. Difference between leading a team and managing one.

Look for more information about:

Notes:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

05
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. Have you ever considered having plastic surgery? Why or why not?
2. Do you know what the first cosmetic surgeries were, and where they took 
 place?
3. What is your opinion about cosmetic surgery addiction?

COSMETIC SURGERY

“The science which deals with sensuous perception."
        - Anonymous

MY GOAL: After completing Scenario 05, I will have increased my vocabulary and 
learned to construct statements in present continuous tense. I will also have practiced 
creating 'yes/no questions' and 'WH questions' and I will understand how to use quantifiers. 
I will also be introduced to the future tense using “will”. The reading material will teach 
me about various forms of plastic surgery.

   PLASTIC SURGERY

Plastic surgery is the branch of surgery which deals with the repair or replacement of 
malformed, injured, or lost organs or tissues of the body, chiefly by the transplant of 
living tissues.

The word ‘plastic’ derives from the Greek ‘plastikos’ meaning to mould or to shape.

Plastic surgery includes two broad fields:

- Reconstructive surgery, including microsurgery, focuses on reversing or masking the 
destructive effects of trauma, surgery or disease. Reconstructive  surgery often involves 
correcting defects by moving tissue from other parts of the body.

- Cosmetic or aesthetic surgery is most often performed in order to change features that 
the patient finds unflattering but which do not seriously affect their overall health and 
wellness.

Occasionally, cosmetic surgery is performed for medical reasons such as breast reduction 
surgery in the case of orthopedic problems.
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W

riting

Li

stening

Complete the conversation using the given verbs in the appropriate tense.

SUE: Hi, Kim!  What __________ you __________ (do)?

KIM: I __________ (get) my blood tested today.

SUE:  What time __________ you __________ (do) that?

KIM: I’m not sure, I __________ (call) the medical center about my appointment.

SUE: When __________ you __________ (expect) to have surgery?

KIM: It's __________ (go) to be next Monday.

   Conversation
RITA: Are you thinking about changing your appearance?

ANA: Sure! I'm really serious about it. I scheduled a surgery for next week

RITA: What kind of surgery are you having done?

ANA: Well, it's called liposuction. It's a procedure to remove body fat, based on   
 established ultrasound technology 

RITA: Are you scared?

ANA: No, it's going to be very easy. This technology  
is so advanced that it can target sensitive areas  
such as the neck and face, as well as the arms,  
back, hips,  and  legs. The nerves, blood   
vessels and connective tissue remain virtually  
undisturbed.

RITA: Well, good luck to you. See you next week.

   GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE

The present continuous tense is used to talk about:

- action happening now
- action in the future
- actions in progress in the present

e.g.
 You are reading these words now.
 I am living with my sister until I find an apartment.
 I am taking my exam next month.
 When are you starting your new job?
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  HISTORY

Reconstructive surgical techniques  
developed rapidly in the period after the 
First World War when patients with 
survivable but disfiguring injuries required 
treatment. The English military hospitals 
of the period trained surgeons from all 
over the world in reconstructive surgical 
techniques.

Presently, plastic surgeons use 
microsurgical techniques to transfer 
remote tissue. They have, for the past 
several decades, been able to connect 
blood vessels as small as 1-2mm in 
diameter to transferred tissue, thereby 
allowing coverage of a soft tissue defect 
when no local tissue is available.

Common uses of reconstructive surgery 
are breast reconstruction for women who 
have had a mastectomy, facial and 
contracture surgery for burn victims, and 
the closing of skin or mucosa defects after 
the removal of tumors in the head and 
neck region. Sex reassignment surgery 
for transsexual people is another example 
of reconstructive surgery.

   RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY

Foreskin restoration for men who have 
undergone circumcision is sometimes 
performed using reconstructive surgery. 
There is a definite gray area between 
reconstructive and cosmetic surgery. For 
instance ‘bat ear’ correction procedure is 
not considered cosmetic surgery, even 
though having prominent ears is not a 
debilitating or dangerous condition.

Surgical procedures for purely cosmetic purposes can be traced back to the ancient 
world.  The Romans were able to perform simple procedures such as repairing damaged 
ears and, in the Middle Ages, a technique existed to restore a severed nose by attaching 
the arm to the face, letting a blood supply form and then removing the arm from the 
new nose.  Physicians in ancient India were using skin grafts for reconstructive work 
in the year 800 BC.

However, while cosmetic surgery 
existed, it didn't evolve very 
quickly and it wasn't until the birth 
of technology in the 19th and 20th 
centuries that it became 
commonplace. The first 'official' 
plastic surgeon was Dr. John 
Peter Mettauer, an American who 
performed the first cleft palate 
operation in 1827 with 
instruments that he designed 
himself.
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       Questions for discussion:

What is the main idea of the article?

What is the difference between reconstructive 
and cosmetic surgery?

Give two examples of each one.

W

riting

  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 2

DETERMINERS

Determiners are words or phrases used in front of a noun to clarify how the noun is being 
used.

They can:

- define something or someone
- state the amount of people, things or other nouns
- state possessives
- state whether something or someone is specific
- state how things or people are distributed

Quantifiers are special determiners that are used to state quantity or the amount of 
something without actually stating the number.  They answer the questions "How many" 
and "How much?"

All  100%
Nearly all   people know the advantages of  
Most  aesthetic surgery

A lot of
Some  people go for treatment in the U.S.A.

Not many
Few  women would like to take the risk 

No one  0 % gets dermal allergies anymore

    Exercise 2

Rewrite these sentences using quantifiers.

1- In Colombia, 60% of women get liposuction surgery.

______________________________________________________________________

2- In Chile, 80% of teenagers like to have cheek augmentation.

______________________________________________________________________
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 COSMETIC SURGERY
Cosmetic surgery for personal 
enhancement is very popular, as 
suggested by the 11.9 million cosmetic 
procedures performed in 2004 in the 
United States alone.

Although some may harbor a dim view of 
cosmetic surgery, seeing it as frivolous, 
the upsurge in the number of procedures 
performed annually indicates that cosmetic 
surgery has become acceptable to the 
typical American. 

There is increasing concern about 
cosmetic surgeries not completed in the 
United States, especially liposuctions 
performed in the Dominican Republic. 
While liposuction is considerably cheaper 
there, six women were reported to have 
returned to the United States from the 
Dominican Republic with an infection after 
having liposuction surgery in 2004. In 
2001, a Puerto Rican woman died in the 
Dominican Republic after contracting an 
infection during liposuction surgery, a case  
very widely publicized by a Puerto Rican 
newspaper.

Cosmetic surgery is becoming more 
popular, as less expensive and better 
techniques are being developed. 

There are numerous types of cosmetic 
surgery that can be performed. 
The most common  types are listed below. 
Most of these surgeries are widely known 
by their  ‘common names’.

- Abdominoplasty or 'tummy tuck' 
involves    reshaping and firming the 
abdomen.

- Blepharoplasty or eyelid surgery 
involves    reshaping the eyelids or the 
application of   permanent eyeliner.

- Augmentation mammaplasty is 
commonly referred to as 'breast 
enlargement' and refers to artificially 
increasing the size of     the breasts.

- Muscle sculpting is the removal of the 
fat   layer on top of a specific muscle 
group in order to reveal muscle 
definition.

- Chemical peels remove acne scars 
and sagging skin. This procedure is not 
technically surgery and can be 
performed by a cosmetologist.

- Mastopexy or 'breast lift' procedures 
raise sagging breasts.

- Rhinoplasty or a 'nose job' refers to the 
reshaping of the nose.

- Otoplasty or ear surgery involves 
reshaping   the ear.

- Rhytidectomy or a 'face lift' refers to 
the     tightening or removal of sagging 
facial skin.

- Suction Assisted Lipectomy or 
'liposuction'   involves the removal of fat 
from the body.

- Circumcision is the removal of the 
penis foreskin.

3- In Iran, 10% of men have been circumcised.

_________________________________________________

4- In China, 35% of the people have otoplasty.

_________________________________________________

5- In India, 0% of women get mastopexy.
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       Questions for discussion:

What is the main idea of the article?

What is liposuction?

Do you think liposuction is a dangerous surgery? Explain your point of view.

What are some advantages and disadvantages of cosmetic surgery?

  RELATED DISCIPLINES

- Hand surgery is not strictly considered 
plastic surgery, as it is also performed by 
orthopedic surgeons, as well as 
fellowship-trained general surgeons. 
However, many hand operations, such as 
reconstruction of injuries, replantations, 
rheumathoid surgery and surgery of 
congenital defects, are performed by 
plastic surgeons.

- Maxillofacial surgery or surgery 
involving the jaw is not usually considered 
plastic surgery as it is typically used to 
correct serious disease, injuries and 
defects in the head, face, jaws and the 
hard and soft palate.  However, there is 
significant overlap of techniques and 
procedures between maxillofacial surgery 
for medical reasons and maxillofacial 
surgery for cosmetic reasons.

- Craniofacial surgery mostly revolves 
around the treatment of pediatric 

congenital anomalies, such as cleft lip and 
palate, craniosynostosis, and other 
disturbances in facial growth and 
development.

- Chin augmentation is the sculpting of   
the   chin or jaw using silicone implants  
or by reshaping the jawbone.

- Cheek augmentation involves using     
implants to emphasize the cheeks on   
a person's face.

- Collagen injections are used to restore   
a youthful appearance by smoothing    
and plumping up the skin.
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   ADDICTION TO COSMETIC SURGERY

Some people appear to become addicted to 
cosmetic surgery; possibly because of 'body 
dysmorphic disorder', which is a psychological 
condition where the affected person is excessively 
concerned and worried by a perceived defect in 
their appearance. Sufficient amounts of repeated 
cosmetic surgery can lead to irreversible damage 
to the normal body structure. However, due to 
the high cost of repeated cosmetic surgery, this 
disorder is generally limited to the wealthy.

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 3

Will and won’t are used to talk about the future. Will is positive and won’t is negative.

I will be late tomorrow.
John won’t be at the party next Saturday.

Use will and won’t to:
a) Make predictions.
In the year 2050, people will live under the sea.

b) Make an offer or promise.
I’ll buy you a drink.
John will help you with that box.

c) Make a decision about the future at the same time as you speak.
Sorry, we don’t have any tea.
That’s OK, I’ll have coffee.

Form:
1)  Will is the same for all persons.
I will go, you will go, he / she will go, we will go, they will go.

2)  Always write a verb in the infinitive form after will. 
You will be happy when you hear the news. => You will happy when you hear the 
news.

FUTURE TENSE (WILL)



41 Forty-one

W

riting

G
roup

    Questions for discussion

Is hand surgery considered a field of plastic surgery?

What is maxillofacial surgery?

Do you think people can become addicted to cosmetic surgery?

Explain your opinion.

Is cosmetic surgery expensive in your country?

3)  You can contract will to ‘ll for pronouns.
I’ll buy it.     We’ll be late. 
He’ll be lake today.    They’ll be delighted.

But don’t contract will with names.
Mark will be late. => Mark’ll be late.     

4)  To write questions, write will before the subject.
Will you buy me a drink?
Will Tom get the job?

5)  The short answer for Will questions are: Yes, I/you/he/she/they/we will 
No, I/you/he/she/he/they/we won’t.

Do not contract will in short answers. 

Will John be late?
Yes, he will. => Yes, he’ll 

_

_
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Risks of plastic surgery
2. Plastic surgeries gone bad.
3. Famous plastic surgeons

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

06
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. Why is it important to be healthy?
2. Have you had training in CPR?
3. What habits would you like to change in your life to be healthier?

HEALTH, ILLNESS 
AND DISEASE
"Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being, and 
does not consist only of absence of disease or infirmity."                                         
                                                                      - World Health Organization

MY GOAL: After I complete Scenario 06, I'll be able to use adverbs of frequency 
and construct questions using the phrases 'How often', 'How well', and 'How long'. I will 
also learn about Gerunds and Infinitives. The reading material will teach me about 
today's most important diseases and how to prevent them.

  INTRODUCTION

Defined negatively, ‘health’ is the absence of illness; defined functionally, it is the ability 
to participate in everyday activities and defined positively, it is fitness and wellbeing. 

In any living organism, health is a form of 
homeostasis. This refers to a state of balance, 
with inputs and outputs of energy and matter in 
equilibrium. 
Good health implies good prospects for 
continued survival. For humans, health is a 
broader concept and encompasses physical, 
mental and social wellbeing.
According to the WHO definition of health, 
70-95% of the people in the world would be 
classified as unhealthy.
A deeper inquiry into the definition of ‘health’ 
reveals that what makes a cell healthy is 
independent from that which makes an organism 
healthy. Similarly, what makes an organism 
healthy is independent from what makes a 
population healthy. 
To illustrate this point, consider that Japan has 
the greatest life expectancy of any nation, 
despite having one  of the highest smoking rates, 
especially among men. Aspects of health and 
wellness that fit within the realm of medicine are 
environmental health, human nutrition, disease 
prevention, and public health matters.
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Adverbs of frequency tell us how often
somebody does something. They come
before the main verb and answer the question 
"How often?" or "How frequently?"

100% Always
 Usually
 Often
 Sometimes 
 Hardly ever
 Seldom
    0% Never

Expressions of time clarify the time that the 
sentence subject refers to.  They are typically 
placed at the beginning or the end of the 
sentence.

e.g.
 I shower everyday
 Once I went to that pub
 I am working at the moment
 On Saturdays I hang out with friends
 I haven't finished my homework yet
 When I arrived, I ate
 By next June I will go to Canada

e.g.

 Do you ever go to the gym?

 Yes, I usually go in the evening.

 I sometimes go on the weekends.

 I seldom exercise.

 No, I never go to the gym.

   Conversation. Listen and practice with a partner.

SUE: You're really in shape, Bill. You 
 look healthy.

BILL: Well, I always get up early to
 go jogging.

SUE: Really!

BILL: Sure, I sometimes play soccer too.

SUE: How often do you exercise?

BILL: About twice a week. How about you?

SUE: I seldom exercise. I usually stay home  
 or visit friends.

 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  1

  ADVERBS OF FREQUENCY AND EXPRESSIONS OF TIME
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   Exercise  1

Insert the adverbs in the following 
conversation in the correct place

ANA:  Do you go to the gym? (ever)

SUE:  Yes. I do aerobics. (twice a week)

ANA: What do you do on Sundays? (usually)

SUE:  Well, I sleep until late. (always)

ANA: Do you go out at night? (often)

SUE:  Not very often. (about once a month)

   RELATED TOPICS

W

riting

Disease

A ‘disease’ is any abnormal condition of 
the body or mind that causes discomfort, 
disfunction, or distress to the person 
affected or those in contact with the 
person. The term ‘disease’ is used broadly 
to include injuries, disabilities, syndromes, 
symptoms, deviant behaviors, and atypical 
variations of structure and function.

'Pathology' is the study of diseases. The 
systematic classification of diseases is 
referred to as 'nosology'. The broader body 
of knowledge about diseases and their 
treatments generally referred to as 
‘medicine’.

  SYNDROMES, ILLNESS AND DISEASE

Medical science distinguishes a disease, which has a known cause or causes (called 
its 'etiology'), from a syndrome, which is a collection of signs or symptoms that occur 
together. 

Many diseases and their causes have been identified, yet continue to be referred to 
as 'syndromes'. Furthermore, numerous conditions of unknown etiology are mistakenly 
referred to as 'diseases'.

The term 'illness', often used to refer to disease, can also include a person's perception 
of their health and does not necessarily mean they have an actual disease.

A person without any disease may feel unhealthy and believe he has an illness. 
Another person may feel healthy and believe he does not have an illness even though 
he may have a disease such as dangerously high blood pressure which may lead to 
a fatal heart attack or a stroke.
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   TRANSMISSION OF DISEASE

Some diseases, such as influenza, are contagious or infectious, and can be transmitted 
through a variety of mechanisms including droplets from coughs and sneezes, by bites 
from insects or from contaminated water or food.

Other diseases, such as cancer or heart disease are not caused by infection, although 
micro-organisms may play a role.
 

   SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE OF DISEASE   

The identification of a condition as a 
disease, rather than a variation of human 
structure or function, can have significant 
social or economic implications. 

The controversial recognition of diseases 
such as post-traumatic stress disorder or 
'shell shock', repetitive motion injury or 
repetitive stress injury and Gulf War 
syndrome has had a number of positive 
and negative effects on the financial and 
social responsibilities of governments, 
corporations and institutions in terms of 
the affected individuals, as well as on the 
individuals themselves.

The social implication of viewing ageing 
as a disease could be profound, though 
this classification is not widespread.

   Comprehension questions

- What's the definition of disease?

- What is pathology?

- Find the meaning of the following words: 
 nosology, etiology, and  syndrome.

- What is a synonym for disease?

- What is a common way to transmit a disease?
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 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE   2

QUESTIONS WITH ‘HOW’

How  often do you monitor your health?

Once a month.

Twice a year.

Not very often.

How long do you spend at the fitness 
center?

Two hours a day.

Eight hours a week.

How good are you at following a diet?

Pretty good.

Not too bad.

Not so good.

W
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   Exercise  2

Complete the questions using ‘How’.

SUE: _______________________________________________at tennis?

ANA: I think I'm good. I sometimes play at night. 

SUE:  _______________________________________________each day?

ANA: Usually three meals a day.

SUE:  _______________________________________________exercise?

ANA: I usually exercise two days a week.

SUE:  ________________________________________a physical exam?

ANA: I get a health check up once a year.

      Reading

 Common diseases that affect your health.
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   HYPERTENSION

Hypertension or high blood pressure is a 
medical condition where the blood 
pressure in the arteries is chronically  high. 
While it is formally called ‘arterial 
hypertension’, the word ‘hypertension’ 
alone usually refers to arterial 
hypertension.

Persistent hypertension is one of the risk 
factors for strokes, heart attacks, heart 
failure and arterial aneurysm, and is the 
leading cause of chronic renal failure.

   ETIOLOGY

  DEFINITIONS

The term 'blood pressure' refers to the force exerted by 
circulating blood on the walls of blood vessels.  The heart 
creates it as it pumps blood into the arteries and through 
the circulatory system and by the arteries themselves as 
they resist the blood flow.
 
An individual's blood pressure is variable; it fluctuates up 
and down over the course of the day and is influenced by 
many factors. The risks of various health problems rise 
along with one's blood pressure.
 

Normal blood pressure is approximately 120/80 mmHg and hypertension is only 
diagnosed after measurements greater than 120/80 are discovered in both arms on 
three occasions over the course of several weeks.

Blood pressure over 120/80mmHg and below 140/90mmHg has been defined as 
'pre-hypertension'.  Pre-hypertension is not technically a disease, it is a term chosen to 
identify individuals at high risk of developing hypertension.

- increasing age
- high dietary salt intake
- sedentary lifestyle
- cigarette smoking
- alcohol abuse
- high levels of saturated fat in the diet

- obesity
- stress
- low birth weight
- diabetes mellitus
- other genetic factors

Causes of Hypertension
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   DIAGNOSIS

Myocardial infarctions vary greatly in severity from 
a slight feeling of discomfort, similar to indigestion, 
to sudden death. 

Classical, severe cases of myocardial infarction 
can be identified quickly by ambulance staff, 
emergency room doctors and cardiac specialist 
nurse practitioners. 

For a complete diagnosis, the patient’s medical 
history, combined with electrocardiograms results 
and a blood test for heart muscle cell damage, are 
vital.

Electrocardiograms or ECG’s are a diagnostic tool 
used by physicians to measure the health of the 
heart.  Measurements taken from the surface of 
the skin correspond to the electrical activity of the 
heart and the electrical sequence that controls the 
heart action.

After a myocardial infarction, changes can often 
be seen on the ECG called Q waves, which 
represent scarred heart tissue.

  HYPERTENSION

Hypertension is usually found incidentally 
by healthcare professionals. It normally 
produces no symptoms.

Malignant hypertension or accelerated 
hypertension is the late or advanced 
phase of hypertension, and may present 
with headaches, blurred vision and

organ damage.

Hypertension is rarely severe enough to 
cause symptoms; these only surface with 
a systolic blood pressure over 240 mm/Hg 
and/or a diastolic blood pressure over 120 
mm/Hg.

   MYOCARDIAL INFARCTION

Acute myocardial infarction (AMI or MI), 
commonly known as a ‘heart attack’, is a 
serious, sudden heart condition usually 
characterized by varying degrees of chest 
pain or discomfort, weakness, sweating, 
nausea, vomiting, arrhythmias and 
occassional loss of consciousness. It 
occurs when a part of the heart muscle is 
injured. This part may die because

of sudden total interruption of blood flow 
to the area. It is often a life-threatening 
medical emergency which demands both 
immediate attention and activation of the 
emergency medical services. The phrase 
‘heart attack’, is occasionally used to refer 
to heart problems other than a myocardial 
infarction, such as unstable angina 
pectoris.
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The symptoms of stroke are usually easy to 
spot:

- difficulty breathing

- loss of ability to move, swallow or speak

- loss of consciousness

- seizures

- abnormal or lost sensation on one   side of 
the body

      Questions for discussion

What is hypertension?
What are the main causes of hypertension?
What are some symptoms?
How can you diagnose a myocardial infarction?
What's an electrocardiogram?
Do you know anyone who ever suffered a myocardial infarction? What did you do?
What is a stroke? How do you identify a person experiencing a stroke?

G
roup
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   CEREBROVASCULAR ACCIDENT

A ‘stroke’ or ‘cerebrovascular accident (CVA)’ 
occurs when the blood supply to a part of the 
brain is suddenly interrupted.  This can happen 
in two different ways: by an occlusion in the 
brain, called an ischemia stroke, or by 
hemorrhaging in the brain, called a hemorrhagic 
stroke.

- sudden change in mental state or 
confusion

- muscle weakness

- problems with vision

- dizziness

- loss of balance or coordination

  HEMORRHAGIC STROKE

An ischemic stroke is death of an area of brain tissue caused by an inadequate supply 
of blood and oxygen to the brain due to a blockage of an artery that supplies the brain. 
Commonly, blockages are blood clots or pieces of fatty deposits due to atherosclerosis. 
Ischemic strokes account for about 87% of all strokes.

Bleeding within the brain and/or bleeding between the inner and outer layers of the 
tissue covering the brain cause hemorrhagic strokes.  This occurs when a weakened 
blood vessel within the brain ruptures and bleeds into the brain tissue causing damage 
due to pressure. 

ISCHEMIC STROKE

Hemorrhagic strokes account for only 13% of all strokes but are more frequently deadly 
than ischemic strokes.

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS
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GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 3

1) A gerund is a verb in its –ing form, used as a noun. 
                For example:     eating, going, seeing

Gerunds are used:

a) As the subject of a sentence.

Smoking is bad for you.
                
b) After some verbs, such as: like, hate, enjoy, quit, suggest, dislike, deny

I like cooking. I enjoy fishing.
                
c) After prepositions.

I’m interested in buying a computer. I’m scared of walking alone in the dark. 

2) The infinitive form of the verb is the original verb. It can be with or without ‘to’.
                For example:     (to) eat, (to) go, (to) see.

The infinitive form is used:

a) After some verbs, such as: agree, arrange, ask, promise, decide, afford

I agreed to do the work. I arranged to see the doctor, They decided to get married.

b) To show the reason why you did something.

Tony went to the post office to pay a bill.              

c) After adjectives.

I was surprised to see Erica. I’m pleased to meet you.

3 a) Some verbs can be followed by a gerund or infinitive with NO CHANGE in 
meaning:

                For example: start, begin, hate, like, prefer, continue
                She started to cry = She started crying.
                I hate watching horror films = I hate to watch horror films.

b) Some verbs can be followed by a gerund or an infinitive, but there is a change in 
meaning.

                For example: try, remember, stop
                I tried to get into the house. 
                I tried climbing through the window. 

GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. What to do in case of a heart attack
2. CPR
3. Most common diseases in your country
4. Cures

Look for more information about:

Notes:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

07
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. Are you good at sports?
2. Do you know the history of sports?
3. What do you know about X-Sports?

SPORT AND IT’S 
HISTORY

   “May the best man win.”
         - Anonymous
                                                                                         

MY GOALS: Once I have completed Scenario 07, I will be able to construct 
statements and questions in simple past tense and create sentences using regular and 
irregular verbs. I will learn about the history of sports through the reading material.

  INTRODUCTION
It’s difficult to pinpoint exactly when organized sports originated but many modern 
archeological discoveries in France, Africa and Australia, like the cave art of 
Lascaux-France, provide evidence of some activities which seem to be sports,  dating 
back as far as 30,000 years ago.
We have clear evidence that in ancient 
Greece sports were part of the religious 
and social life, and that sports were 
performed to honor the gods.
The Greeks developed a celebration that 
took place during the summer every four 
years. It was set in Olympia, the location 
of the most important sanctuary devoted 
to Zeus. The first Olympiad dates back to 
776 B.C. and continues to this day.
 
Only noble men of Greek origin were 
allowed to take part in the Olympic 
celebrations.  During this time an 'Olympic 
truce' was proclaimed, halting whatever 
warlike conflicts the Greeks were involved 
in for the duration of the games.
 
The games went from a one day festival 
displaying athletic and physical prowess 
in 776 B.C. to become a five day 
celebration showcasing a variety of events 
by 472 B.C.  By 350 B.C., the games had 
developed into an athletic extravaganza 
renowned throughout history.
The main objective of the Olympic 
wrestling match was to throw the opponent 
to the ground three times.  This sport 
evolved into something like boxing and 

became more aggressive.  Initially, the 
athletes wrapped their hands in soft cloths 
to soften the blows but, later, hard leather 
was used. 
In the Pancracious, the most rigorous sport, 
the competition continued until one of the 
participants recognized his defeat.
 
The most popular spectator sport in the 
Olympic competitions was the horse races.  
However, only the richest citizens could 
participate in the races as every competitor 
had to be the owner of his own horse.
Second to the horse races, was the 
pentathlon, a series of five different 
challenges. The competitions included a long
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   Conversation
ERIC: Did you know that the people in Rome and Greece wore a
 crown of olive leaves?

MARY: Yes. Olive leaves were a symbol of victory for those cultures and, for that  
 reason, the Olympic winners and the Emperors wore them.

ERIC: Both the Romans and the Greeks were excellent warriors. 
 However, the Roman empire expanded into what is now Scotland during Adrian's  
 Empire and the Greeks didn’t. 
MARY:That’s true. As well when Rome recognized all province inhabitants as citizens,  
 they ensured their legacy for posterity.

R
eading

jump, a javelin throw, a discus or disk 
throw, the stadion (a short  foot race) and 
a wrestling match. Their exact order and 
the method used to determine the winner 
is still unknown.
 
The long jump was an event in which the 
athletes attempt to leap as far from the 
take-off point as possible; the length of 
the jump was the key to winning, not the 
height of the jump.
  
The javelin is a spear approximately 2.5 
meters in length that is thrown according 
to strict rules.  The distance the javelin is 
thrown determines the champion.
 
The disc used in the discus throw was 
originally made of stone and, later, of 
bronze, iron or lead. The original Olympic 
discus looked a lot like the ones used 
today with its curved shape.  Then, as is 
true today, the goal of the discus throw 
was to mark a farther distance than one's 
competitors.
  
The stadion was a 200-yard foot race in 
which the competitors ran naked on a 
packed earth track.
 
The stadion was the most prestigious of 
all the Olympic foot races and the winner 
was often considered to be the winner of 
the entire Olympic Games.

In the wrestling segment of the pentathlon 
the athlete needed to throw his opponent 
to the ground, landing on a hip, shoulder, 
or back for a fair fall.  This is similar to 

present day wrestling competitions. In 
ancient times, biting was not allowed, 
genital holds were not allowed but 
breaking your opponent's fingers was 
permitted.

The winners received garlands of olive 
leaves and notoriety and fame in their 
cities of origin.  Frequently, the poets of 
the day turned the athletes into celebrities, 
and they lived the rest of their lives 
supported by the city's treasury.
 
The Olympic Games reached its height of 
popularity in the 4th and 5th centuries B.C. 
and, although still popular after 1000 years 
of tradition, they were cancelled in the year 
349 A.D. by the Roman Emperor 
Theodosius because of their pagan 
influences.

At the end of the 19th century, in a very 
different historical setting, the Olympic 
Games were reinstated.  Although still 
referred to as 'the Olympic Games', the 
adjective 'modern' is usually added to 
differentiate them from their predecessor.

C

onversation
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    Exercise

Fill in the blanks in the following dialogue using the auxiliary verbs 'did' or 'do' 
and the correct form of the main verb.

NIGEL: ________ you go out last night?

MARY: Yes, I _________. I _________ (go) to a party.

NIGEL:_________ you ________ (have) a good time?

MARY: Yes. It ______ (be) okay. The music  ______ (be) too loud. I couldn't talk much.

NIGEL:  _________ you dance a lot?

MARY: I sure _________. I _________ (meet) a very nice guy from out of town.

NIGEL:  _______________ he ask you to  ____________ (go) out again?

MARY: Oh, yeah! We are going out this weekend.

NIGEL: Great! Good luck!

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

The past tense in questions and statements is formed with regular and irregular 
verbs. Regular past forms end in ed.  (e.g. walked)

Did you go to Lascaux in France?
Yes, I did. I saw a lot of interesting pictures in the caves. 

Did you know that in the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin, Adolf Hitler refused 
to recognize Jesse Owens as a winner because he was an African American?
No, I didn’t know that.

Did you know that the Olympic Games programmed for Berlin in 1916 could 
not take place due to the First World War? 
Yes, I did.The same happened in 1940 and 1944.

SIMPLE PAST TENSE USING ‘DID’
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   THE OLYMPICS TODAY
                                  

The modern day Olympics were reinstated 
in 1896. They take place every four years 
in a different city. The idea of reviving the 
Olympic Games is credited to the French 
educator, Pierre of Coubertin. 

His plan for restoration of the Games 
originated in 1894 with the formation of 
the International Olympic Committee or 
IOC.

This committee chooses the Olympic city 
six years in advance of the actual games.  
The IOC has its central headquarters in 
the Swiss city of Lausanne and it works 
closely with the different National Olympic 
Committees of every country.

  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 2

   PAST TENSE OF THE VERB ‘TO BE’

 Singular Pronoun   Past Tense of 'be'

  I     was
  
  You     were
  
  He/She/It    was

e.g. 
  I was at home yesterday afternoon.
  Where were you last week?
  He was a teacher.

 Plural Pronoun   Past Tense of 'be'

  You     were
  
  We     were
  
  They     were

e.g.  
  You said you were going to buy milk on Monday.
  We were in school yesterday.
  They were late because of heavy traffic.
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      Exercise 2

Complete the following questions and answers using the auxiliary verb 'did' 
and the correct past tense form of 'to be'.

Q- How long were you and Jacques in Paris?
A- I _______ there for two months and Jacques for six.

Q- And _______ you working?
A- No, I _______ visiting the Eiffel Tower and the Notre Dame Cathedral. 

I spent a lot of time while I _______ visiting the Louvre Museum.

Q- _______ you know that it _______ the home of the French kings until 1682?
A- Yeah, and it became a museum only after 1793.

Q- So, _______ you visit all of it?
A- Unfortunately, I couldn’t, even though I _______ there for 20 days.

Q- What _______ you see at the Louvre?
A- I saw the Mona Lisa, the Venus of Milo and all the Egyptian artifacts 

that  Napoleon brought to France. I think you should visit it.

W

riting

X-GAMES

The X Games are an Olympics-style 
annual competition of so-called 
"extreme sports." These sports include 
skateboarding, BMX, inline skating and 
snowboarding, as well as a number of 
variations on each and many other 
events. The X Games were created by 
cable sports network ESPN in 1995 in 
response to the growing popularity of 
these extreme sports. While most of 
these sports started out as young 
people finding new and creative things 
to do on wheels and boards, the X 
Games provided a competitive venue in 
which athletes could be timed and 
judged to determine who was the best. 
Athletes receive gold, silver and bronze 
medals for first, second and third place, 
just like in the Olympics.
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When the X Games began, there were only 
the summer games, which included many 
variations of basic sports. Skateboarding 
has vert, in which athletes are judged on 
tricks pulled inside a half-pipe, and street, 
in which athletes are judged on tricks pulled 
in a manufactured "street" setting that 
includes hills, ramps and rails. BMX also 
has vert and street, as well as air, in which 
an athlete rides up a large ramp and does 
one or two tricks in the air upon which to be 
judged. There are also more obscure 
events like the street luge, in which athletes 
ride on their backs down a steep road 
course - and crashes are frequent.
The Winter X Games were created in 1997 
and feature similar variations on skiing, 
snowboarding and other snow-related 
sports. The Winter X Games have never 
matched the popularity or attendance 
figures of the Summer X Games. However, 
perhaps inspired by the X Games, the 
Olympics began introducing extreme 
sports such as snowboarding in 1998. 

Among the more decorated and popular athletes in X Games history are 
skateboarders Tony Hawk, Bob Burnquist, Bucky Lasek and Andy MacDonald; BMX 
riders Dave Mirra, Mat Hoffman and Jay Miron; motocross riders Travis Pastrana and 
Brian Deegan; and snowboarders Todd Richards and Barrett Christy.
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Famous athletes in your country
2. Sports mental coaching
3. Strange sports

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

08
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. Do you know the history of football/soccer?
2. What soccer team is the current champion in your country?
3. Who are the best soccer players of your country?

FOOTBALL / SOCCER

"Football is generally a free flowing game with the ball in play at 
all times except when the ball has left the field of play."
 -FIFA rules

MY GOALS:   After completing Scenario 08, I'll be able to correctly use the phrases 
'there is' and 'there are'.  I'll also learn how to use quantifiers with 'how much' and 'how 
many' and I'll increase my knowledge about the hugely popular sport of soccer.

   THE HISTORY OF FOOTBALL
                                           
Important note: Remember that in the United States, 'football' is called 'soccer'.

The antecedents of the game of soccer can be traced back to the year 200 B.C. during 
the Han Dynasty in China. Their game was called 'tsuchu'.  'Tsu' means something like 
'to give kicks and 'chu' refers to a ball made of padded leather.  Even some Chinese 
emperors participated in the game!

The Greeks and Romans had a variety of ball games, for instance the 'episkuros' and 
the 'harpastum'.

In the 7th century, the Japanese people enjoyed a variety of football called 'kemari'. 
In Florence, France, during the 14th century, a game called 'calcium' was popular.  Teams 
of 27 players played it and it had six referees.  This game allowed the use of both hands 
and feet.

Only from the 12th century on, is there any evidence that football was played in England.  
In the Middle Ages, several varieties of the game existed.  Typically, a football game 
was played between two separate villages, cities, towns or parishes.  The teams were 
large and the size of the playing field could be larger than a kilometer in length.  These 
games were often violent and dangerous and were usually associated with the carnivals.  
By the 17th century, football had become popular in English public schools and in 1846, 
those schools made the first serious attempt to establish a football federation.

Henry de Winton of Cambridge University 
promoted the concept of a football federation.  
He and his peers organized representatives 
from the most important public schools in an 
effort to create a standardized set of rules 
for the game of football.
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They reached an agreement and they 
formulated ten rules, known as ‘the 
Cambridge Rules' which are the core of  
‘the simple game'. At the beginning of the 
20th century, the game expanded to all of 
Europe and most of the countries have 
since formed their own football 
associations. 

In South America, British sailors played 
football  in Brazil in the 1870s, but 
football's primary promoter was Charles 
Miller, the son of English immigrants. He 
encouraged the resident English workers 
to form clubs (some already existed for 
cricket). The first important Brazilian 
football club was the Athletic Associação 
Mackenzie  of São Paulo. In Argentina, 
the game was introduced by the English 
residents in Buenos Aires, and the AFA 
was founded in 1891. However, it started 
very slowly and in the end, it was Italian 
immigrants who made the game popular. 

Chile formed its federation in 1895, 
Uruguay in 1900 and Paraguay in 1906. 
The British influence in South America is 
evident in the names of some clubs: 
Corinthians in Brazil, Everton and Rangers 
in Chile, Liverpool and Wanderers in 
Uruguay, River Plate and Newell's Old 
Boys in Argentina.
 
In 1904, a world organization was founded 
in Paris: The Fédération Internationale de 
Football Association (FIFA). In 1930 the 
first world cup took place in Uruguay with 
thirteen countries participating. Only four 
European teams traveled to Uruguay to 
compete in the championship. In 1934 a 
classificatory tournament was introduced 
and, from then on, the competition took 
place every four years (except during 
World War II). Brazil won the right to keep 
the trophy in 1970, after being champion 
three times.  Since then, teams compete 
for the FIFA World Cup.  

 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

USING ‘THERE IS’ AND ‘THERE ARE’

Use the phrase 'there is' to talk about one thing.

Is there a stadium in Dublin?

Yes, there is one. It is called the Lansdowne Road.

No, there isn’t an important stadium in Dublin.

Use the phrase 'there are' to talk about two or more things.

Are there any good Asian players in Brazil?

Yes, there are some good Asian players there.

No, there aren’t any, but there are some in Argentina.
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    Exercise 1

Answer the questions according to the place you are:

Are there any  malls?  Is there a good restaurant? 
                        parks?   grocery store?
 theaters?   bank?
 petrol stations (UK)?    gas station (US)?
 museums?  gym?       
 hotels?  amusement park? 

S
peaking

   THE TWO LEGENDS OF SOCCER

Edson Arantes do Nascimento, better known as 'Pele', was born in Minas Gerais, Brazil 
in 1940.  Pele is a Brazilian football player and has been world champion three times 
with his national team, in 1958, 1962 and 1970.  He is considered, along with Alfredo 
di Stefano and Diego Armando Maradona, one of the most extraordinary soccer 
representatives of all times.

His qualities gave him the nickname of 'O Rei Pele' or 'The King Pele.' In 1999, the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) recognized him as the best soccer player of the 
20th century. He has also received important awards from the International Federation 
of History and Statistic of Football, and the International Federation of Association 
Football (FIFA). 
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Diego Armando Maradona won the World 
Championship with his national team in 
1986 and he was awarded Best South 
American Football Player on three 
occasions, in 1979, 1980 and 1986. In the 
year 2000, the International Federation of 
Association Football (FIFA) named him 
Best Football Player of the 21st Century. 
Born in 1960, he began to play football at 
the age of nine on a children's team called 
'Cebollitas.' He went on to become part of 
the team 'Argentinos Junior' until1980 
when he transfered to Boca Juniors. After 
that, he went to Barcelona Football Club 
and won the King's Cup, the Super Cup 
of Spain and the Spanish League. In 1984, 
he joined (the Club of)  Napoli where, 
thanks to his brilliant skills, he achieved a 
UEFA Cup, two League titles, an Italian 
Cup and an Italian Super Cup in 1990.

He also became the highest scoring player 
of the league from 1987 to 1988 with 15 goals.  Sadly, his sports career came to an end 
in 1991, when he tested positive for cocaine in an antidoping control.

 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 2

USING THE DETERMINERS 'HOW MUCH' AND 'HOW MANY'

Uncountable nouns usually cannot form a plural or be preceded by a, an or a number. 
They cannot be 'counted.'

e.g.  honesty, courage, news, sand, luggage, English

The determiner 'much' is usually used with uncountable nouns.

e.g.  

- How much sugar is left?

There isn't much sugar left.
 
- Have you got much more work to do?

I don't have much work left.
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Countable nouns are nouns which can form a plural, and which 
can be preceded by a, an, or a number.  They can be 'counted.'

e.g. bus, umbrella, books, fox, dish, city

The determiner 'many' is usually used with countable nouns.

e.g.  

- Do you have many relations in America?

I don't have many relations there.

- Are there many hotels in this town?

There aren't many hotels in town.

MODERN TIMES BEST SOCCER PLAYERS IN THE WORLD

Picture: panamericana.pe

Picture: www.cionoticias.tv

1. Lionel Messi (Argentina & Barcelona)

Four times World Player of the Year, Messi 
is by some distance the best player on the 
planet. His ability to mesmerize defenders 
with a mix of skill and pace is unmatched 
and it often appears as though the ball is 
glued to his feet. The Barcelona star is 
versatile enough to play anywhere across 
the frontline. 

2. Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal & 
Real Madrid)

Ronaldo may have less of an influence 
on games than Messi, but he is 
stronger and taller than the Argentine, 
and his goals-to-games ratio similar. 
Since joining Real Madrid from 
Manchester United in 2009, Ronaldo 
has been a revelation, making the 
outlay of US$131 million look less 
outrageous with every hat-trick. His 
famous stepover is imitated in parks 
right across the world.
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3. Xavi Hernandez (Spain & Barcelona)

Barcelona’s midfield metronome dictates the 
tempo of a match with his phenomenal pass 
completion rate. He works superbly with 
partner-in-crime Andres Iniesta, the pair 
undoubtedly responsible for enhancing 
Messi’s game further with the steady stream 
of passes with which they provide in the final 
third. Xavi is now into his 30s, and a chronic 
Achilles injury notwithstanding, has the 
potential to continue for several years yet.

4. Andres Iniesta (Spain & Barcelona)

Iniesta's understanding with club-mate 
Xavi Hernandez borders on the 
telepathic at times. The short, eye of the 
needle passing the pair produce can 
pierce holes in the most stubborn of 
rearguards. Iniesta is also very modest, 
never creating problems for the coaches 
he works under. He scored the winner in 
the World Cup final against the 
Netherlands.

5. Robin van Persie (Netherlands & 
Manchester United)

Having put the injury problems that blighted 
Van Persie throughout his mid-20s behind 
him, the Dutchman is now one of the most 
feared strikers in world soccer. Manchester 
United procured the player from Arsenal in 
2012 and it proved a masterful signing as he 
picked up where he had left off at the 
Emirates Stadium with goals galore to fire 
United to the 2012-13 Premier League title.

6. Gareth Bale (Wales & Real Madrid)

The Welsh attacker completed his 
long-awaited move to Real Madrid on 
September 1, 2013 after a summer of 
protracted negotiations with Tottenham 
Hotspur. Bale is a supreme dribbler who 
boasts the pace and skill to beat multiple 
opponents. He is also a great finisher 
and capable of scoring consistently from 
long range.
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7. Wayne Rooney (England & Manchester 
United)

If there were question marks over Rooney's 
goalscoring abilities, they were well and truly 
answered in the 2009/10 season. Now that he 
has added more goals to his game, Rooney is 
the all-round player. Superb awareness, 
long-range passing, hold-up play and a 
never-say-die spirit combine to make a 
precious asset for club and country.

8. Yaya Toure (Ivory Coast & Manchester City)

The all-round midfielder. The emergence of Sergio 
Busquets at Barcelona proved a blessing for 
Manchester City because it meant that the Catalans 
were willing to offload the Ivorian to the Etihad 
Stadium in 2011. Toure was one of the linchpins as 
City won their first league title since 1968. Few 
players are capable of switching through the gears 
so easily and watching Toure rampage through 
Premier League midfields is one of the most 
spectacular sights in world soccer.

9. Radamel Falcao (Colombia & Monaco)

The Colombian has been a goalscoring 
phenomenon since moving to Europe in 2009. 
A serial Europa League scorer when at Porto 
and Atletico Madrid, Falcao also features at 
the top of the domestic goalscoring charts on a 
regular basis and it was little surprise that cash 
rich Monaco chose the striker as their 
marquee signing in 2013 at over 50 million 
euros.

10. Zlatan Ibrahimovic (Sweden & PSG)

Expect the unexpected with the mercurial 
Swede. Ibrahimovic is the moodiest player 
in world soccer, but completely unplayable 
when on his game. Just witness his 
stunning overhead kick against England in 
2012. Ibra has won league titles in Holland, 
Italy, Spain and France with six different 
clubs and is something of a lucky charm for 
those willing to invest in his considerable 
talents.
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. History of FIFA
2. Funny soccer facts
3. FIFA Women’s World Cup

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

09
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. How old were you when you learned to ride a bicycle?
2. Have you ever played golf or practiced rafting?
3. Where can you go to practice these sports around your home town?

CYCLING - GOLF - RAFTING

"Gold medals aren't really made of gold. They're made of sweat,  
  determination, and a hard-to-find alloy called guts."
        -Dan Gable
                                                                                                              

MY GOAL:   After  finishing  Scenario 09, I'll start making oral reports using 
modifiers with participles and prepositions. Through the reading material I'll learn about 
important sports such as cycling and the different cycling races around the world, golf, 
and rafting.

   CYCLING

A bicycle, or bike, is a pedal-driven land vehicle with two wheels, one behind the other 
attached to a frame. First introduced in the 19th century in Europe, it evolved quickly 
into the familiar current design. With over one billion in the world today, bicycles provide 
the principal means of transportation in many regions and a popular form of recreation 
and transportation in others. 

The most likely originator of the bicycle is 
German Baron Karl von Drais, who rode 
his invention in 1816 while collecting taxes 
from his tenants. He patented his design 
and called it ‘Draisine’. A number of these 
original still exist, including one in the 
Paleis Het Loo Museum in the 
Netherlands. 

Early bicycles were pushbikes; powered 
by the action of the rider's feet pushing 
against the ground. Scottish blacksmith 
Kirkpatric Macmillan, shares creator's 
credit with von Drais, for adding a treadle 
drive mechanism in 1840, which enabled 
the rider to lift his feet off the ground while 
driving  the rear wheel.
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GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  1 

MODIFIERS WITH PARTICIPLES 
AND PREPOSITIONS

A participle ending in –ING is known as a present participle. (e.g. verb + ing)
A prepositional phrase is made up of a preposition (e.g. with, in, on)

         With Participles

Who’s Paolo Bettini?  He’s the champion  wearing a red shirt
Which one is Paolo?  He’s the one   wearing a red shirt

         With Prepositions

Who’s Maria Luisa?  She’s the woman  with the yellow shorts
Which one is Rachel?  She’s the tall one  in jeans
Who are the Simonis?  They are the winners next to the stage
Which ones are the Simonis? They are the ones  on the finish line

  Rewrite these statements using modifiers.

a- Roberto Heras is the champion. He's the one wearing a yellow uniform.
_____________________________________________________________
b- Paolo Savoldy is a bicycle racer. He's talking to the coach.
___________________________________________________________________
c-  Gilberto is the trainer. He's sitting next to the bicycles.
___________________________________________________________________
d- Paolo Bettini is the winner. He's listening to results of the race.
___________________________________________________________________

W

riting

In bicycle racing, sport bicycles are used in a 
competitive way, most often in speed trails. There are 
two types of bicycle: recumbent frames which holds 
the world speed records and diamond frames which 
are faster up hills.
Bicycles are popular all over the world, especially in 
Europe. The most competitive and devoted countries 
are generally thought to be Italy, Spain, Belgium, 
Germany, France, The Netherlands, and Switzerland. 

BYCICLE RACING
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The United States also has a high international standing, and many countries the world 
over do well in certain disciplines.
Cycling can be done on roads or trails. Bicycle racing includes road cycling, BMX racing, 
cyclo-cross, track cycling, mountain biking and cycle speedway.
A bike trial is a sport where riders navigate natural and man-made obstacles without 
putting their foot down, or ‘dabbing’. It is similar to motorcycle trials. Points are awarded 
for bike handling skills and, as such, there is much overlap with BMX racing.

Road bicycle racing is a popular sport held on the roads following the geography of the 
area, using racing bicycles.

Though the object of a race is quite simple to be the first rider to cross the finish line, a 
number of tactics can be employed to achieve this goal. Usually a rider or group of riders 
will try to break from the main group of cyclists by pedaling fast and riding away to reduce 
the number of riders with a chance to win. If the break attempt doesn't succeed and the 
body of cyclists comes back together, the winner will often be someone who is able to 
sprint the last kilometers of the race past the pack of cyclists and reach the finish line 
first.

 ROAD BICYCLE RACING

GOLF

Golf is an outdoor sport where individual players or teams hit a small ball into a hole 
using various clubs. Golf is believed to have originated in Scotland and has been played 
for several centuries in the British Isles and in the United States since 1887.

 Although often viewed as an elite pastime, golf is increasingly popular and continues 
to attract ever more players around the world.

Golf is played by holes. It should be noted 
that ‘hole’ can mean either the actual hole  
in the ground into which the ball is played, 
or the whole area from the teeing ground 
(an area of specially prepared grass from 
where a ball is first hit) to the putting green  
(the area around the actual hole in the 
ground).

Most golf courses consist of 9 or 18 holes. 
with the ‘nineteenth hole’ being the 
colloquial term for the bar at the club 
house. For the shortest holes a good 
player requires only one stroke to hit the 
ball to the green. On longer holes, the 
green is too far away to reach with the 
first stroke, so one or more strokes are 
played from the fairway  (where the grass 
is so short that most balls can be easily 
played) or from the rough (where the 
grass or ground is not prepared at all) .
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 GRAMMAR  STRUCTURE    2

   DESCRIBING PEOPLE

General appearance Age Height

What does he look like? How old is he? How tall is he?
He's short with black hair. He's about 25. He's 5'2'' (or five feet two)
He's handsome. He's in his twenties.   

Does he wear glasses? How old is he? How tall is she?
Yes, and he has a mustache. He's fifteen. She's pretty short.

        Exercise

Write questions to match these statements.

a. ______________________________?  My sister is  15.

b. ______________________________?  I'm  180 cm tall.

c. ______________________________? Maggie has black hair and she rides bicycles.

d. _____________________________? No, she doesn't wear glasses. 

e. ______________________________? She's short and gorgeous.

f. ______________________________? My brother's hair is short.

g. ______________________________? I have green eyes.

W

riting

R
eading

Play of the game
The game of golf is based on playing a 
number of holes in a given order. A round 
typically  consist of 18 holes that are 
played in the order determined by the 
course layout. On a nine hole course, a 
standard round consist of two successive 
nine-hole rounds. 

Playing one hole of golf involves hitting a 
ball from a tee on the teeing ground (a 
marked area designated for the first shot 

of a hole), and continuing to strike the ball 
until it comes to rest in the cup.

Once the ball is on the green (an area of 
finely cut grass or oiled sand) the ball is 
usually  putted or gently hit along the 
ground into the hole. The goal is to put the 
ball in the hole in as  few strokes as 
possible while overcoming a variety of 
obstacles, such as sand bunkers and 
bodies of water.

Reading
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 GOLF RULES AND OTHER REGULATIONS

The rules of golf are internationally 
standardized and are jointly governed by 
the Royal & Ancient Golf Club of St. 
Andrews (R&A) and the United States Golf 
Association (USGA). By agreement with 
the R&A, the USGA jurisdiction on the 
enforcement and interpretation of the rules 
is limited to the United States and Mexico. 
Because the rules of golf continue to 
evolve, amended versions of the rule book 
are usually published and made effective 
every four years.

The underlying principle of the rules is 
fairness. As declared on the back cover 
of the official book, "play the ball as it lies," 
"play the course as you find it" and "if you 
can't do either, do what is fair."

Excerpts from the rules of Golf:

- Every player is entitled  and obliged to play 
the ball from the position where it has come 
to rest after a stroke, unless a rule allows 
or demands otherwise.

- A player must not accept assistance in 
making a stroke.

- The condition of the ground or other parts 
of the course may not be altered to gain 
an advantage, except in some cases 
defined in the rules.

- A ball may only be replaced by another if 
it is destroyed, lost, or unplayable, and a 
penalty is incurred in the latter cases.

The etiquette of golf, although not formally equivalent to the rules, is included in the 
publication of golf rules and it is considered binding for every player. It covers matters 
such as safety, fairness, pace of play, and how the players should contribute to the care 
of the course.
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Whitewater rafting is a sport in which a group of people paddle in an inflatable craft or 
‘raft’ through the fast moving rapids of a river. A guide or instructor usually sits at the 
back, while the remaining participants, whether novice or expert, sit on both sides of 
the raft and paddle to give the boat speed and direction.Usually the rafts are able to sit  
4 to 8 people. The level of difficulty and risk depends on the characteristics of the current 
and the distance to be covered. Although it is a risky sport, if all precautions are followed, 
it can be a fun, safe and exciting recreational activity.

RAFTING

The History of Rafting

Hunters and fishermen who explored rivers 
looking for game in small boats and rafts 
developed rafting. Knowing how to 
navigate in difficult rapids was necessary 
for them. Much later it became a popular 
recreational sport in several regions of 
Europe and the United States. It was only 
around 1950 when international 
competitions started and were dominated 
by the European participants.

Basic Aspects
  
Usually rafting is arranged through an 
agency or tourist operator due to the 
amount of equipment needed and the 
skilled operators and guides that are 
required to safely navigate white water 
rivers.

River rapids are classified according to 
their degree of difficulty to navigate.

Class I: These are rapids with quick 
currents and small waves.  There are few 
hazards present, all of which are obvious 
and easy to overcome with some training. 
The risk for the swimmers is low and the 
car-rescue is easy.  

Class II: These are direct rapids with wide 
and clear channels that are evident without 
previous scouting. Occasional maneuvers 
are needed, but the rocks and waves are 
of medium size and are easily overcome 
by trained people. There is scarce danger 
for the swimmers. They rarely require help 
from the guide.  

Class III: These intermediate rapids are a 
large, continuous series or sets of waves, 
some in excess of 6 feet. ‘Holes’ or 
‘hydraulics’ may be present, and can be run 
or avoided. Small drops, ledges or waterfalls 
may be present. Scouting the rapids ahead 
of time is suggested and a good operator 
and boat is required.
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Class IV: These are advanced, intense, 
powerful but predictable rapids where 
absolute control of the raft is required. 
Depending on the characteristics of the 
river, there might be large waves and 
unavoidable crevices that demand quick 
maneuvers.
There may be confusing and erratic 
waves or holes and large obstructions 
need to be avoided in what are referred 
to as ‘must moves.’ They are considered 
to be very difficult rapids and scouting 
ahead is required. 

The risk of injury to swimmers is rated as 
moderate to high and the conditions of 
the water make car rescues very difficult. 
Full attention of the group is necessary 
and previously developed skills are 
required.

Class V: These rapids are suitable only 
for experts. They are extremely long, 
violent rapids. The slopes have large 
waves and big, unavoidable holes, as 
well as steep drops which demand difficult 
maneuvers.

For most people, Class V rapids are off 
the ‘fun’ scale and on the ‘kinda’ scary 
scale. They are very challenging for even 
the most experienced river rafters and 
there is a high risk of injury. In addition, 

navigation is limited and scouting ahead is 
essential.

It is very difficult to swim these waters, and 
a rescue is difficult, even for the experts.
 
Class VI: This class of rapids exemplifies 
the maximum difficulty. The river can be 
quite unpredictable and wild. A mistake could 
lead to a very serious accident, even to 
death. It is only  for experts, and even they 
need to take extra precautions. This class 
doesn't represent impossible slopes, but 
under certain circumstances they may 
suddenly become impossible to navigate.

RESEARCH SPOT

1. Places where you can practice rafting near your city.
2. History of Golf attire
3. International Bicycle Competitions

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

10
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. Have you ever volunteered in an International Organization?
2. What International Organizations have offices in your country?
3. How can you get involved in helping an International Organization?

INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS

“It's not how much we give but how much love we put into giving.”
        - Mother Teresa

                                                                                                              

MY GOAL:   After I complete Scenario 10, I’ll understand how to use present 
perfect tense and simple past tense as well as being able to construct statements and 
short  answers with regular and irregular past participles. The reading material will 
provide  me  with  some  interesting  information about the major international 
organizations.

INTRODUCTION

Almost the entire cost of health care in the developing world is borne by the developing 
countries themselves. According to two separate estimates, aid from international 
health organizations in the developed countries pays for less than 5% of the total 
health care costs in the developing world. The estimates do not specify exactly what
include as health aid, but they 
probably omit the value of food 
relief and other health-related 
disaster relief, as well as money 
spent on water supply and 
sanitation projects, although 
these activities have important 
health benefits. Nor do they 
seem to include the work done in 
the home offices of international 
health organizations - e.g. the 
publication of manuals for health 
care workers in developing 
countries, the development of 
model health care systems, the 
strategic planning for campaigns 
against tropical diseases.  
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Finally these estimates omit the monetary value of the following: the labor of volunteer 
health workers, research in tropical diseases done at medical institutions in the 
industrialized countries, drug development for tropical diseases by major 
pharmaceutical firms, and the development of equipment by international companies 
for use in poor countries. Even if all these items were counted, however, the total value 
of the aid from abroad would still account for much less than 10% of the total health 
expenditures in the developing world.

A large number of organizations of various sizes provide international health aid. The 
exact roles played by these organizations can be bewildering at times, even to 
professionals in this field. 

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  1

 PRESENT PERFECT TENSE USING ‘ALREADY’ AND ‘YET’

The present perfect tense is used to talk about experiences. 

e.g. I have been abroad two times.

It is also used to talk about an action that started in the past and continues until now.

e.g. I have been a teacher for more than ten years.

The present perfect tense is also used to talk about a past action that has a result in the 
present.

e.g. Juan has gone to South America. (He isn’t here now.)

We often use ‘already’ and ‘yet’ with the present perfect tense for an action in the past 
with the result in the present.

e.g. We haven’t been to the farm yet.

 Have they already eaten lunch?

‘Already’ means that something happened earlier than we expected.  With present perfect 
tense, ‘already’ usually goes after ‘have’ or ‘had’ and before the main verb.

e.g. We’ve already had our breakfast.

 No, thanks, I’ve already had one.

‘Yet’ means that something that we expected has happened or hasn’t happened.  It is placed 
at the end of a sentence.

e.g. Has the mail arrived yet?

 Have you done your homework yet?
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Contractions

 I’ve = I have   he’s = he is  we’ve = we have

 you’ve = you have  she’s = she is they’ve = they have

  Complete the conversation using the present perfect.

SAM: _________ you _________ golf a lot this week? (play)

BOB: Yes, I _________ already _________ to the course twice. (be)

SAM:  _________ you _________ any good holes today? (play) 

BOB: No, I _________ the time. (have)

SAM: How many rounds _________  you _________ this week?(see)

BOB:  Actually, I _________ to any yet. (be)

SAM: _________ you _________ lunch yet?(eat)

BOB:  Yes,I _________ already _________ out for lunch. (go)

W

riting

MULTILATERAL AGENCIES

International health organizations are usually divided into three groups: multilateral 
organizations, bilateral organizations, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 
The term multilateral means that funding comes from multiple governments (as well as 
from non-governmental sources) and is distributed to many different countries. 

The major multilateral organizations are all 
part of the United Nations. The World 
Health Organization (WHO) is the premier 
international health organization. 
Technically it is an "intergovernmental 
agency related to the United Nations." 
WHO and other such intergovernmental 
agencies are "separate, autonomous 
organizations which, by special 
agreements, work with the UN and each 
other through the coordinating machinery 
of the Economic and Social Council." 
According to its constitution (1948) its 
principal goal is "the attainment by all 
peoples of the highest possible level of 
health." 
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The principal work of WHO is directing and coordinating international health activities 
and supplying technical assistance to countries. It develops norms and standards, 
disseminates health information, promotes research, provides training in international 
health, collects and analyzes epidemiologic data, and develops systems for monitoring 
and evaluating health programs. 

The World Bank is the other major 
"intergovernmental agency related to the 
UN" heavily involved in international 
health. The World Bank loans money to 
poor countries on advantageous terms 
not available in commercial markets.

BILATERAL AGENCIES

Bilateral agencies are governmental agencies in 
a single country which provide aid to developing 
countries. The largest of these is the United 
States Agency for International Development 
(USAID). Most of the industrialized nations have 
a similar governmental agency. Political and 
historical reasons often determine which 
countries receive donations from bilateral 
agencies and how much they receive. 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
Non-governmental organizations (NGOs), also known as private voluntary 
organizations (PVOs), provide approximately 20% of all external health aid to 
developing countries. Most of these organizations are quite small; many are 
church-affiliated. In the very poorest countries, hospitals and clinics run by missionary 
societies are especially important. Data from Uganda indicates that church mission

hospitals are much more efficient than government 
health facilities, with mission doctors treating five 
times as many patients as their counterparts in 
government facilities and mission nurses attending 
twice the number of patients that government nurses 
do. The largest NGO devoted to international health 
in the United States is Project Hope, with an annual 
budget exceeding $100 million. Worldwide, the most 
important NGO in long-term international health is 
probably Oxfam, International. Founded in the 
United Kingdom in 1943, it now has affiliates in 10 
other countries, including the United States.
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 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 2

PRESENT PERFECT TENSE  
AND  SIMPLE PAST TENSE

Present Perfect Tense
As discussed earlier, the present perfect tense is usually used to refer to events that occurred 
within a time period beginning in the past and continuing up to the present.

e.g.    I have seen that movie twenty times.

Simple Past Tense
The simple past tense is used to express the idea that an action started and finished at a 
specific time in the past.

e.g.   I saw a movie yesterday.

It is used to list a series of complete actions in the past.

e.g.   I finished work, walked to the beach, and found a nice place to swim. 

Simple past tense is also used in reference to a duration that starts and stops in the past.

e.g.   I lived in Brazil for two years.

It is used to describe a habit that stopped in the past and has the same meaning as ‘used to.’

e.g.   I studied French when I was a child.

Also, simple past tense is used to describe past facts or generalizations that are no longer 
true.

e.g.   She was shy as a child, but now she is very outgoing.

 UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS

The World Food Programme (WFP) 
supplies food relief in disasters and 
coordinates the activities of NGOs involved 
in food relief, as well as assisting them with 
transportation and logistics. 

The Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) provides 
international protection to refugees and 
also attempts to find long-lasting solutions 
to their problems. UNHCR is the major 
international organization for the world's 20 
million refugees. It aids refugees directly 
and coordinates the work of NGOs 
involved in refugee relief.
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The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) helps developing countries prepare 
for famine through its Global Information and Early Warning System and its Food 
Security Assistance Scheme, which helps developing countries set up national food 
reserves. In disasters its principal role is to assist in the re-establishment of agricultural 
production.

INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT MOVEMENT  

The International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement is the largest and 
most prestigious of the world's 
humanitarian NGOs. It has three 
components: the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC); 
the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies; the 
160 or so individual national Red Cross 
societies, e.g. the American Red Cross. 
The seven fundamental principles of 
the Movement are: humanity; 
impartiality; neutrality; independence, 
i.e. autonomy vis-à-vis national 
governments; voluntary service; unity, 
i.e. for each country only one national 
Society, open to all and serving the 
entire country; universality. 

The ICRC is a Swiss organization, founded in 1863 and mandated by the Geneva 
Conventions to protect and assist prisoners of war and civilians in international armed 
conflicts. It may also offer its services in civil wars. Its functions include: visiting and 
treating prisoners of war and political detainees and providing them with a 
communication service with the outside world; setting up surgical hospitals or 
providing expatriate teams to work in existing hospitals; providing other types of 
medical assistance and relief, especially rehabilitation of war-disabled patients; 
development and dissemination of educational materials concerning health care of 
prisoners and victims of war. In regard to this last function, the book Surgery for Victims 
of War is especially well-known. In 1994, the ICRC expended about $530 million on 
these various activities.
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MEDECINS SANS FRONTIERES (MSF) 

Like the Red Cross, Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) provides health aid to victims 
of war and natural disasters. Unlike the Red Cross, MSF is willing to enter war-torn 
areas without the permission of authorities. Another difference between the two 
organizations is that MSF, although its charter includes the same principles of 
impartiality and neutrality followed by the Red Cross, considers one of its functions to 
be speaking out on human rights abuses. Usually this speaking out consists of drawing 
attention to cases of human rights violations that MSF considers under-reported, but 
on occasions MSF will take a strong stand and denounce egregious violations. Such 
denunciation can render the humanitarian work of MSF more difficult and dangerous. 

Picture: digitaljournal.com

  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  3

FOR AND SINCE

‘For’ is used when referring to an amount (period) of time. 

e.g. I stayed in Shadow Creek for two weeks.

And ‘since,’ is from a specified time in the past until now or a later time.

e.g. I've lived in Los Angeles since I graduated from college.
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Other International Organizations
2. World Vision International
3. Compassion International

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

11
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. What engineering wonders are there in your country?
2. What places in the world have you visited that have engineering wonders?
3. What is the difference between Engineering and Architecture?

AMAZING ENGINEERING

"I like engineering, but I love the creative input."
       -John Dykstra

                                                                                                              

MY GOAL:    After  completing scenario 11, I will understand how to identify 
adverbs and adjectives. Also, I will learn the use of the modal verbs ‘can’ and ‘should’ 
and I will learn some information about the wonders of engineering.

INTRODUCTION

Engineering has been an aspect of life since the beginnings of human existence. The 
earliest practice of civil engineering may have commenced between 4000 and 2000 
BC in Ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia (Ancient Iraq) when humans started to 
abandon a nomadic existence, creating a need for the construction of shelter. During 
this time, transportation became increasingly important leading to the development of 
the wheel and sailing.
Until modern times there was no 
clear distinction between civil 
engineering and architecture, 
and the term engineer and 
architect were mainly 
geographical variations referring 
to the same person, often used 
interchangeably. The 
construction of Pyramids in 
Egypt might be considered the 
first instances of large structure 
constructions. Other ancient 
historic civil engineering 
constructions include the Qanat 
water management system (the 
oldest older than 3000 years and 
longer than 71 km), the
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Parthenon by Iktinos in Ancient Greece (447–438 BC), the Appian Way by Roman 
engineers (c. 312 BC), the Great Wall of China by General Meng T'ien under orders 
from Ch'in Emperor Shih Huang Ti (c. 220 BC), and the stupas constructed in ancient 
Sri Lanka like the Jetavanaramaya and the extensive irrigation works in Anuradhapura. 
The Romans developed civil structures throughout their empire, including especially 
aqueducts, insulae, harbors, bridges, dams and roads.

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

ADVERBS AND ADJECTIVES

The adjectives are used to describe nouns.

This shop is nice.
She wore a beautiful dress.
Ben is an adorable baby.
Linda’s hair is gorgeous.
This glass is breakable.

The adverbs are used to describe verbs.

Anita places the vase carefully on the shelf.
Tara walks gracefully.
He runs fast.
The dinner guests arrived early.

Adverbs are formed from adjectives using the following rules:

Adjective Ending Method to create an adverb      Adverb

Careful l + ly        carefully

Beautiful l + ly         beautifully

Willing ing +  ly       willingly

Assured ed +  ly         assuredly

Horrible ible -  e  +  y        horribly

Capable able -  e  +  y             capably

Happy y -  y  +  ily            happily

Economic ic         + ally                economically
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ENGINEERING WONDERS OF THE WORLD

Picture: panoramio.com

Picture: famouswonders.com

Picture: wikimedia.org

Zhangjiajie, China: The Bailong Elevator 
is the world’s largest exterior elevator. At 
over 1,000 feet tall, this elevator looms 
high midway up a cliff overlooking a valley 
far below. Moreover, the elevator is mostly 
glass, affording passengers a dizzying 
view to the depths below. There is some 
concern, however, about the elevator’s 
long-term impact on the surrounding 
natural environment.

Millau, France: The Millau Viaduct is 
the highest bridge in the world. At 
almost 1,000 feet high (taller than the 
even the Eiffel Tower) and over 8,000 
feet long it sometimes sits above the 
cloud line. The engineer ed wonder 
of the bridge itself is nearly as 
amazing as the view of the valley 
below.

Beijing, China: World’s largest steel 
structure, Beijing National Stadium also 
known as the Bird’s Nest is a stadium in 
Beijing, China. This astonishing structure 
looks more like a public work of art than an 
Olympic stadium. It was designed by the 
Swiss architects Jacques Herzog and 
Pierre de Meuron for use throughout the 
2008 Summer Olympics and Paralympics.
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Picture: eikongraphia.com

Dubai, United Arab Emirates: Here is another great example of the Modern 
Engineering’s success; these islands are the world’s biggest artificial islands. 
There are 1500 villas in it and all are on the artificial beaches. The islands are the 
Palm Jumeirah, the Palm Jebel Ali and the Palm Deira.

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 2

Can
1) Use can / can’t to talk about your abilities now.
      I can speak English.        I can’t speak German.
2) Use can to make requests.   
    Can you cook this evening please?           

Should 
Use should to give advice. 

Example:  You should see a doctor. 

THE MODAL VERBS “CAN” AND “SHOULD”
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Picture: huffpost.com

Picture: way2construct.com

Picture: wordpress.com

OTHER ENGINEERING WONDERS

Eurotunnel: This is an amazing 
example of modern engineering. This 
tunnel starts in England and ends in 
France. What’s interesting is that it’s all 
under-water. The length of this tunnel is 
31 miles and 23 of which is in the sea.

Sandouping, China: The Three Gorges Dam is a 
hydroelectric dam that spans the Yangtze River. 
The Three Gorges Dam is the world’s largest 
power station in terms of installed capacity 
(22,500 MW). Not only does it produce electricity 
for the area, it also increases shipping capacity 
and provides flood storage space. Construction of 
the dam began in 1994; it opened for commercial 
operation in 2008.

Pan-STARRS is an acronym for 
Panoramic Survey Telescope & Rapid 
Response System. It is an innovative 
design for a wide-field imaging facility 
developed at the University of Hawaii’s 
Institute for Astronomy. In order to 
observe entire available sky, the 
engineers combined relatively small 
collection of mirrors with a large digital 
camera consequently produced an 
economical observing system. The 
prototype single-mirror telescope PS1 
is now operational on Mount Haleakala.
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Picture: businessweek.com

Picture: panopticon.no

More, Norway to Easington, Britain: 
The Langeled Pipeline is slated to be the 
longest underwater gas pipeline in the 
world. It will ultimately supply 20% of 
Britain’s gas needs, connecting England 
to the largest gas field in Europe via 750 
miles of complex underwater terrain. 
Engineers have had to account for 
subzero temperatures and stormy waters 
in addition to developing techniques for 
installing the pipeline in the first place. 
They are able to lay an amazing 8 miles 
of pipe per day.

Mubarak, Egypt: The Toshka 
Project is an amazing attempt to 
convert a half million acres of 
desert landscape into arable land. 
The Mubarak Pumping Station is 
at the center of this effort, and will 
channel millions of cubic feet of 
water per hour. It will ultimately 
redirect 10% of the country’s 
water from the Nile and will 
increase the inhabitable land in 
Egypt by as much as 25%.
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. The construction of the Panama Canal
2. Burj Al-Arab Hotel, Dubai
3. Petronas Twin Towers
4. Different branches of engineering (Chemical, Electrical, Systems)

Look for more information about:

Notes:
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SCENARIO 

12
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. How much do you know about architecture?
2. Do you know the difference between the meaning of “house” and “home”?
3. What is the architectural style of your neighborhood?

HOUSE STYLES
    "Home sweet home"

- John Howard Payne

MY GOAL:  After completing Scenario 12, I will be able to use modal verbs to 
make suggestions and use ‘can’, ‘could’ and ‘may’ for making requests. I’ll also learn 
about a variety of modern housing styles.

   INTRODUCTION
A house, in a general sense, is a human-built dwelling with enclosing walls, a floor, and 
a roof. It provides shelter against rain, wind, heat, cold and intruding humans and animals. 
When a house is routinely occupied by the same group of humans, it is called ‘home’. 
Animals may often live in the house as well, both domestic pets and unwanted pests 
such as mice and other vermin who live inside the walls. People may be away from 
home for part of the day while at work or when they are out for recreation, but they are 
at home for a good part of their day for sleeping or relaxation.

   TYPES OF HOUSES

There are three basic types of houses:
- detached houses, which are singular and stand on their own
- semi-detached houses, which are attached to an adjacent house
- terraced houses (in Britain) or row houses (in USA), which are attached to two  
other houses and are set in a row

In Britain, terraced or semi-detached houses are the most common type of 
accommodation, with 27% of all British people living in a terraced house and 32% in 
semi-detached houses. 
In the United States in the year 2000, 61.4% of people lived in detached houses and 
5.6% in semi-detached houses. The rest were living in row houses, apartments, or 
mobile houses. An interesting example of a modern style of 

housing is called ‘the Cheese House.’  A 
leading British architect named Marshman 
Warren Taylor designed it. The design is 
characterized by the angular shape of the 
house, which looks like an up-ended piece 
of cheddar cheese.
A tree house is built in one or more trees; 
though its most common use is as a fort or 
playhouse for children, it is increasingly used 
as proper housing for adults.
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    SHELTERS

Shelter forms are simpler than a house. 
They can Include dugouts, tents, campers, 
huts, roofs without walls, structures with 
a roof and partial walls, such as a bus 
stop, or a gazebo.

   CONSTRUCTION

Popular modern house construction 
techniques include light-frame construction 
in areas with access to supplies of wood, 
and adobe or sometimes rammed-earth 
constructions in arid regions with scarce 
wood resources. In some areas brick is 
used almost exclusively.

Li

stening

Alternative building structures have recently 
gained (or regained) popularity. Examples 
of these are hempcrete construction, 
cordwood construction, straw bale 
construction, and geodesic domes.

   Conversation
CLERK: Hello, may I help you?

JOHN: Yes, please. I'm looking for a house to rent.

CLERK: Well, I suggest you look in our catalogue. Are you looking for anything in  
 particular?

JOHN: Yes, I am. I'd like a Spanish Colonial house.

CLERK: I don't think we have any Spanish style houses available at the moment, but  
 I have a nice Pueblo style house.

JOHN: Could I see a picture of it?

CLERK: Sure. You can also take a look at 
 others such as the Dutch 
 or Georgian style.

JOHN: Great! May I see the brochure, 
 please?

CLERK: Here you are, sir.
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   USAGE IN LANGUAGE
Used as a verb, to ‘house’ is to provide a 
routine locale for an object, a person or 
an organization. For example, historic or 
artistic artifacts, are said to be ‘housed’ in 
museums. 
A business may be housed in a storefront, 
or a family may be housed in an 
apartment or a house. A collection of 
domiciles, either for persons, for

W

riting

CLERK: _____________ I help you?

SUE:  Yes._____________ I have
 information about the tours?

CLERK: Sure. You_____________ take a  
 look at our brochures.

SUE:  Where do you __________  
 would be a good place to go?

CLERK: You_____________ go to see the  
 Niagara Falls. They're beautiful!

SUE: _____________ I  see a picture of  
 the Niagara Falls?

CLERK: Here you are.

SUE:  What do you____________ for  
Canada?

CLERK: You_____________ go to  
 Quebec. It's very nice.

Complete the conversation using ‘can’, ‘could’, ‘have’, ‘suggest’ or ‘may’.

organizations, for animals or for objects, is 
often called ‘housing’. An individual person 
or a single object might also find housing in 
an appropriate  domicile.

In English, the word ‘house’ on its own 
usually refers to a dwelling for one family, 
or for more than one family living together 
and sharing a house.

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

USING THE MODAL VERBS ‘CAN’, ‘COULD’ AND ‘MAY’ TO MAKE REQUESTS

Modal verbs are auxiliary verbs that can be used to change the grammatical mood of a 
sentence.

‘Can’ is used to express ability, to state that something is possible or to make requests.

e.g. I can speak English.

 There can be a strong rivalry between siblings.

 Can you pass me the salad?

‘Could’ is used to make requests and is considered more polite than ‘can’.

e.g. Could you pass me the salad?

‘May’ is used in a question to ask for permission or to express a lack of concern in spite of 
certain or likely truth. It is also used to ask for and grant permission.

e.g. He may be taller than I am, but he’s not stronger

 May I use your phone?      Yes, you may.  
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 International Georgian Dutch Colonial Spanish Colonial  

 Log House Ranch French Colonial Southern Plantation

 Swiss Chalet Cape Cod Greek Revival  Gothic Revival

 Mobile Home Italian Queen Anne Pacific Lodge

 Prairie Style Bungalow Colonial Revival  Pueblo Style    

  Chateauesque Modern California Bungalow Neo-classical

In English, the word ‘house’ can be used in combination with other words to describe 
buildings other than residential places, such as an opera house or a ‘monkey house’ 
which is a building with several cages in a zoo. A ‘madhouse’ is an impolite term for a 
mental hospital or an insane asylum. The White House also has a secondary use as a 
dwelling. 

  HOUSE STYLES 
  

American houses may initially be built in 
a single style, but later additions and 
renovations can disguise, if not completely 
mask, their origins. 

After numerous renovations a Federal 
style house may end up looking like a 
Greek revival style house with Queen 
Anne style veneers.

Occasionally, houses are covered in vinyl 
siding, thereby hiding all aspects of the 
original style except the basic structure.

Contemporary, developer-built houses of 
varied appearance are sometimes called 
‘McMansions’ and might be considered 
an adulterated revival of the Queen Anne 
style. The Queen Anne style was an 
adulteration of a previous style called ‘Old 
English.’ 

Many houses will not fit into a single style 
category. 

American Architectural Styles
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 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE   2

  USING THE MODAL VERB ‘SHOULD’ 

‘Should’ is most commonly used to make recommendations or to give advice. It can also 
be used to express obligation as well as expectation.

e.g. affirmative When you go to Berlin, you should visit the palaces in Potsdam.

   You should focus more on your family and less on work.

   I really should be in the office by now.

   They should already be in Dubai.

e.g.  negative Sarah shouldn’t smoke so much.

   Susan shouldn’t arrive in New York until next week.

         Exercise
 

Fill in the blanks using ‘should’ or ‘shouldn’t.’

1- You _____________ forget to bring your camera.

2- You _____________ take your visa card with you.

3- You _____________ go out at night by yourself.

4- You _____________ visit the White House.

5- You _____________ go to the Arts and Sciences Museum.

  STREAMLINE MODERN

W

riting

Streamline Modern, sometimes referred 
to by either name alone, was a late    
branch of the Art Deco style. The style 
emphasized flowing forms, long horizontal 
lines, and sometimes nautical elements 
(such as railings and porthole windows). 
It reached its height in 1937.

The style was the first to incorporate 
electric light into architectural structure. In 
the First Class dining room of the SS 
Normandy, fitted out 1933-35, twelve tall

pillars of lalique glass and 38 columns lit 
from within illuminated the room. The Strand 
Palace Hotel foyer (1930), preserved from 
demolition by the Victoria and Albert 
Museum in 1969, marked one of the first 
uses of internally-lit architectural glass, and 
coincidentally was the first Modern interior 
preserved in a museum.

The buildings in Frank Capra's 1937 movie 
Lost Horizon, designed by Stephen 
Goosson, exemplify the soothing style.
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1937 - Belgium Pavilion at the Exposition  
 International, Paris

1937 - TVA Studios (Brenemen's    
 Restaurant), Hollywood, California

1939 - Marine Air Terminal, La Guardia   
 Airport, New York

1947 - Sears Building, Santa Monica,   
 California

Notable examples of the streamline modern style include:

1930 -  Strand Palace Hotel, London

1933 - Merle Norman Building, Santa Monica, California

1934 - The Chrysler Air-Flow automobile

1935 - Pan Pacific Auditorium, Los Angeles, California

1935 - The Hindenburg airship passenger accommodations
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Colonial Architecture
2. Architectural styles in your city

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

13
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. Why is it important to take care of wildlife?
2. What places in your country are considered to be natural wonders?
3. What are the most beautiful waterfalls in the world?
4. How can you contribute to wildlife conservation?

WILDLIFE
CONSERVATION

"A nation's natural resources often determine its wealth and status 
in the world economic system by determining its political influence."   
      - Anonymous                

MY GOAL: Upon completion of Scenario 13, I will be able to correctly use ‘so’, 
‘too’,  ‘neither’ and ‘either’ with the modal verbs ‘would’ and ‘will’ in order to make 
requests.  The reading material will teach me about wildlife and nature conservation 
issues.

   INTRODUCTION

The ‘conservation movement’ seeks to protect plants and animal species from harmful 
influences.

It is different from the contemporary 
‘environmental movement’ which had 
anti-political goals and was more closely 
associated with indigenous people.

However, the two have grown together in 
modern times, and organizations such as 
the Sierra Club and the Audubon Society 
have come to reflect the broader ethics 
of a more diverse society.

We continue to admire and use nature, and 
we give it a varying ethical significance. 

Today,  it is better to say that there is no 
clear distinction between  the ‘conservation 
movement’  and ‘environmental movement’ 
but rather a distinction between these and 
the ‘ecology movement’ which gave rise to 
strongly political groups such as 
Greenpeace and the Green Parties.
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 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  1

 USING ‘SO,’ ‘TOO,’ ‘NEITHER’ AND ‘EITHER’ 

Either and neither are used with an auxiliary or modal verb to express agreement in the 
negative.  Either is used with a negative verb; neither is used with an affirmative verb.

e.g. 

I haven’t been to France.  I haven’t either.  Neither have I.

I can’t see the screen.  I can’t either.  Neither can I.

So and too are used to express agreement with statements in a positive way.  

e.g. 

I go to the cinema quite often.  Me too.  So do I.

She always uses olive oil when cooking. Me too.  So do I.

Li

stening

TINA: Would you like to go to a 
 conservation meeting?

MIGUEL: Sure. Where is it?

TINA: At the Civic Center at 7:00 pm.

MIGUEL: Have you been to an ecology  
 meeting before?

TINA: No, I haven't.

MIGUEL: Neither have I. I'd like to go to  
 one.

TINA: I love to talk about nature.

MIGUEL: So do I.

TINA: I can make a speech about 
 wildlife.

MIGUEL: So can I.

TINA: Okay. Let's go, it’s about time.

Conversation 
listen and practice
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       Exercise

Write responses to indicate agreement with the following statements.

1- I'm not happy about killing birds.  __________________________

2- I can help preserve nature. _______________________________

3- I think the ocean is beautiful. _____________________________

4- I can't stand noisy people. _______________________________

5- I don't like smog. ______________________________________

6- I always take care of pets. _______________________________

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  2

USING THE MODAL VERB ‘WOULD’

‘Would’ is most commonly used to express conditionality.

e.g. If I were rich, I would have a vacation home in France.

It is also used when speaking about future decisions, predictions, intentions or promises 
within past tense statements.

e.g. She told me she would be arriving late today.

‘Would’ is also used to express desires or preferences.

e.g. I would like some tea after dinner.

‘Would’ can also be used to express suggestions.

e.g. I would avoid driving on the interstate if I were you.

It can also be used to express offers.

e.g. I would like to help you.

The modal verb ‘would’ can be used to make requests and demands.

e.g. Would you please pass the salt?

Lastly, ‘would’ can be used to speak about something that is routine or habitual.

e.g. We would always go to the park when we were children.

W

riting
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The Niagara Falls
Niagara Falls straddles the border between 
the United States and Canada. It consists 
of two waterfalls; one called ‘American’, in 
the State of New York, and one called the 
‘Horseshoe’, in the Province of Ontario. The 
picture shows the American waterfalls 
located  in territory of the United States. 
Every year the Niagara Falls are visited by 
millions of tourists.  

   THE MOST BEAUTIFUL WATERFALLS IN THE WORLD

The Victoria Waterfalls 
The  Victoria Waterfalls are located in 
Africa on the border between Zimbabwe 
and Zambia.   With  a height of 122 
meters, they are formed by the Zambezi 
River and are also called ‘Mosi-Oa-Tunya.’ 
The Zambezi River has a width of 1.6 km 
at their location. A bridge, built in 1905 to 
cross the strong current, crosses the 
roaring waters under the waterfall. Their 
name was coined by the missionary and 
Scottish explorer David Livingstone who, 
in 1855, traveled to the region.  

The Iguazu Waterfalls
Located on the border between Argentina and Brazil, the Iguazu Waterfalls is one of 
the largest natural marvels in the world. There are 270 cascades which, combined, are 
larger than North America’s Niagara Falls. The ‘Devil's Throat’ is the most impressive 
of the cascades, 732 meters in width. The exposed sections of land are 900 meters 
wide, but during the rainy season they are completely covered with water forming an 
enormous waterfall approximately 3 kilometers in width.

W

riting
  Exercise

 Complete the conversation using the modal verb ‘would.’

KENT: What _____________ you like to do?

SUE: I _____________ like to go to the river.

KENT:  _____________ you like to ride the motorcycle?

SUE: Sure! I _____________ like to go by motorcycle.

KENT: Okay. Let's go on Friday.

SUE: I think on Friday I’m going to the race.

KENT: No problem. Let's go on Saturday.
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Natural wonders of the world
2. Natural reserves in your country
3. Tips to protect the environment
4. Global warming effects on the environment.

Look for more information about:

Notes:
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SCENARIO 

14
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. How would your life be different if you were one of the richest people in the 
 world?
2. Who are the richest men in your country?
3. What are some the highest paid professions in your country?

THE RICHEST MEN 
IN THE WORLD

"A business tycoon is a wealthy person who can significantly 
influence the way a state works."

        - Anonymous

MY GOAL:  Once I finish Scenario 14, I’ll understand how to use comparative and 
superlative forms of adjectives and I’ll be able to construct questions using the phrases 
‘how far’, ‘how big’, ‘how high’, ‘how long’ and ‘how hot’. I will also learn to use ‘like’, 
and ‘would like’. In addition, I’ll learn some interesting information about the richest 
people in the world today.

   INTRODUCTION:

A millionaire is a person who has a net worth of wealth of more than 1,000,000 American 
dollars, euros, UK pounds or any comparably valued currency.
In many countries or cultures, a certain level of prestige is associated with being a 
millionaire, which makes this amount of wealth a goal for many people.  However, the 
status of ‘millionaire’ is no longer as exclusive as it once was.  The increasing number 
of millionaires is partially due to inflation; a million dollars today has far less purchasing 
power than it did in the 19th century, though it still ensures a comfortable lifestyle for 
those that possess it.  Many individuals are millionaires on paper, which means that 
they possess non-liquid and inaccessible assets like real estate and automobiles.
Forbes and Fortune Magazines maintain a list of people based on their net worth and 
they are generally considered to be the authorities on the subject.  According to Forbes’ 
website, there were 1426 billionaires by 2013. Today, multi-millionaire is the title that 
the wealthiest aspire to obtain. 
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 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

COMPARISONS WITH ADJECTIVES 

Who is richer Bill Gates or Warren Buffett?  

Bill Gates is richer. 

Who is the richest person in the world?

Carlos Slim is the richest person in the world.

Who is the most famous person in the world?

I think Jesus is the most famous person in the 
world.

Li
stening  Conversation
SAM: Here’s a magazine with an article  
 about the richest people in the   
 world.

BETH: Oh, I'd like to know about that! Let  
 me see.

SAM: Guess who’s the richest man in   
 the world?

BETH: I really don’t know. I think  it’s a   
 man from Saudi Arabia.

SAM: Wrong answer. The richest man in the world according to Forbes is Carlos Slim.

BETH: Really? I knew he was very wealthy, but I didn’t know he was the wealthiest.

SAM: He is. In fact, do you know how much his fortune is worth?

BETH: No, I don't have a clue.

SAM: It’s worth about $73 billion.

BETH: Wow! That’s a lot of money!
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 ADJECTIVE COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE

  big bigger the biggest

 cheap cheaper the cheapest

 hot hotter the hottest

 beautiful more beautiful the most beautiful

 famous more famous the most famous

 expensive  more expensive the most expensive

 good better the best

 bad worse the worst

       Exercise

Complete the questions using the correct form of the comparatives or superlatives 
given.

a. Who is _____________ Mr. Gates or 
 Mr. Slim? (rich)

b. Which country is _____________   
 United States or Canada? (large)

c. Which city is _____________ Los   
 Angeles or Chicago? (crowded)

d. Which is _____________ Mount   
 Aconcagua or Mount Everest? (high)

e. Who is _____________ person in the  
 world? (famous)

f. Which is _____________ a BMW 
 or an Aston Martin? (expensive)

W

riting
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THE FIVE RICHEST MEN IN THE WORLD

Photo: el�nancierocr.com

Carlos Slim Helu & family
As a true native of Mexico born in populous Mexico City, Carlos Slim was born 
in the year 1940 to parents with a Lebanese background. His father actually 
emigrated from Lebanon to Mexico as a teenager in the early 1900s. His mother 
was also of Lebanese descent whose 
parents immigrated from Lebanon to 
Mexico around the turn of the 19th 
century. Carlos Slim Helu’s parents 
were married in the mid-1920s and 
eventually had six children. Introduced 
early in life to business strategies and 
practices by his astute father, Carlos 
quickly became skilled in all aspects of 
business. Barely a teenager, Carlos 
purchased shares in a national bank 
and was earning money by working at 
his father’s business. Carlos continued 
to move ahead in life by studying engineering at one of Mexico’s top 
universities.

As Carlos Slim Helu continued to refine his business acumen he began working 
as an equity trader and would eventually become the owner of his own 
brokerage business. During the early years Carlos focused on real estate 
investments, construction businesses and a variety of mining interests. Other 
interests that became an integral part of Carlos’s empire included the tobacco 
industry, the food industry and a host of other interests all held under the 
umbrella of Grupo Galas, a company that featured a conglomeration of all 
Carlos’s businesses. Carlos Slim Helu continued to expand his reach into all 
aspects of investment and the business world.

Acquiring and purchasing businesses and expanding into more industries was 
a regular pastime for Carlos. At one point he even expanded into the United 
States with Telmex USA and became part owner in the well-known cellular 
company Tracfone. Carlos clearly thinks on a global scale and acts locally.
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 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  2
QUESTIONS USING ‘HOW’

The question word ‘how’ is combined with many words to ask questions about specific 
characteristics, qualities, quantities, etc.

How far is Miami from Gainesville?  It's about 400 miles.

How big is Atlanta?  It's about 145 square kilometers.

How high is the Sierra Nevada?  It's 5,670 meters high.

How deep is the Grand Canyon?  It's about 1.9 kilometers deep.  

How long is the Amazon River? It's about 3,657 kilometers long.

How hot is Reno in the summer? It's about 37° Celsius / 98° Fahrenheit.

Bill Gates
Bill Gates is an American businessman and 
a microcomputer pioneer. According to 
Forbes Magazine, Mr. Gates is the second 
wealthiest person in the world. Born in 
Seattle, Washington in 1955, Bill Gates 
attended Lakeside School, Seattle’s most 
exclusive school where he discovered a 
love for computer programming and was 
able to develop his skills using the school’s

minicomputers. Lakeside School was one of the very few schools at the time that had 
simple computers available for use by students. It wasn’t long before Gates and his best 
friend, Paul Allen, required more computing power for their projects and they began 
sneaking into the University of Washington’s computer labs. They were eventually 
caught by the administration, but came to an agreement with the University to provide 
computer help to students in exchange for personal time using the computers. 

Mr. Gates went on to study at Harvard University but dropped out without graduating to 
pursue what would become a lifelong career in software development. With his friend, 
Paul Allen, Bill founded Microsoft Corporation, a multinational computer technology 
corporation that develops, manufactures, licenses, and supports a wide range of 
software products for computing devices. In recent years, Mr. Gates has focused 
primarily on philanthropy work with his wife, Melinda Gates, but he remains chairman and 
chief software architect of Microsoft Corporation.
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W

riting
    Exercise  2

Write the questions to the given answers.

a. JOHN: ____________________________________________________________

 TIM: The Angel Falls are 979 meters high.

b.  JOHN: ______________________________________________________________

 TIM: Colombia is about 1,345,679 square kilometers.

c. JOHN:_______________________________________________________________

 TIM: The Nile River is 6,670 kilometers long.

d. JOHN:_______________________________________________________________

 TIM:  The temperatures in New York City, get up to about 34° Celsius or 93° Fahrenheit  
 in the summer.

Amancio Ortega
The youngest of four children, Ortega was born in Busdongo 
de Arbás, León, Spain, and spent his childhood in León. He 
moved to Coruña at the age of 14, due to the job of his father, 
a railway worker. Barely in his teens, Ortega found a job as a 
shop hand for a local shirt maker called Gala, which still sits 
on the same corner in downtown Coruña. In 1972, he founded 
Confecciones Goa (his initials in reverse), selling quilted 
bathrobes which Ortega produced using thousands of local 
women organized into sewing cooperatives. In 1975, he 
opened his first Zara store, so called because his preferred 
name Zorba was already taken. He opened many big Zara 
Stores during the eighties throughout Galicia, where some

locals claim that Ortega did so with money from the growing drug dealing business 
happening at Galicia then. Today, Zara is part of the Inditex group (Industrias de Diseño 
Textil Sociedad Anónima), of which Ortega owns 59.29%, and aside from over 6,000 
stores includes the brands Zara, Massimo Dutti, Oysho, Zara Home, Kiddy's Class, 
Tempe, Stradivarius, Pull and Bear, Bershka and has more than 92,000 employees.

Ortega keeps a very low profile and, until 1999, no photograph of Ortega had ever been 
published. He goes to the same coffee shop every day and eats lunch with his employees 
in the company's cafeteria. He refuses to wear a tie and typically wears a simple uniform 
of a blue blazer, white shirt, and gray pants; none of which are Zara products. He is also 
said to take a very active part in the production and design process in the company.

Photo: cnwimg.com
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Warren Buffett
At an early age, Buffett honed 
his money-making strategy. 
"The first rule of investing is 
'don't lose money’", he said. 
"The second rule is 'don't forget 
Rule No. 1.'"

After attending the University of 
Pennsylvania, the University of 
Nebraska, and Columbia 
University, Buffett took the 
money saved from his 
childhood ventures and formed 
his own firm, the Buffett 
Partnership. His investment 

success, based on buying undervalued companies, earned him the nickname "Oracle of 
Omaha." Buffett follows a strategy called value investing, developed in the 1930s by 
Benjamin Graham, a professor at Columbia Business School. He looks for securities with 
prices that are low based on their intrinsic value. Buffett analyzes a company's 
fundamentals and seeks high-quality products that are underpriced. Though other 
investors may weigh securities against the stock market, Buffett recommends against it.

"In the short term, the market is a popularity contest; in the long term, it is a weighing 
machine," he said. Rather than looking at stocks as a capital gain, Buffett seeks 
ownership in quality companies that are capable of generating earnings. "It's far better to 
buy a wonderful company at a fair price than a fair company at a wonderful price."

As CEO of Berkshire Hathaway since 1970, Buffett's success has inspired investors 
around the country to follow his every business move. He purchased HJ Heinz for $28 
billion, emphasizing the company's quality products and solid management. Leadership 
style is a major part of how Buffett looks at a company.

"You can have the greatest goals in the world," he said, "but if you have the wrong people 
running it, it isn’t going to work. On the other hand, if you’ve got the right person running 
it, almost anything is possible."

Buffett is also cautious and examines every business deal with an eye for detail. He's 
careful to look at deals in context of the current market, and reminds investors that bad 
deals aren't necessarily obvious when times are good. "After all," he said, "you only find 
out who is swimming naked when the tide goes out."
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GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 3

1)  Would like means want, but it is more polite.
You can use it in sentences and questions.
I’d like a biscuit.
Would you like some tea?

2) You can also use it to talk about your dreams and ambitions. 
I’d like to go to Japan.
I wouldn’t like to live here!

You can also use I’d love and I’d hate to talk about dreams.
I’d hate to live in the countryside.
I’d love to work with Simon.

Form:
1) Would like is the same for all persons.

I would like some tea.
You would like some tea.
He / she / James would like some tea.
We would like some tea.
They / our clients would like some tea.

2) To make questions, invert the subject and would.
  Would you / James / your clients like some tea?

3) Use wouldn’t to make the negative form.
  I wouldn’t like to work there.

4) Would like can be followed by a noun or to + verb.
  noun:    Would you like a biscuit?
  verb:     Would you like to go to Malaysia?

5) In positive sentences, you can contract would to ‘d. 
I would like to go to the USA.  => I’d like to go to the USA.
But NOT in negative sentences
I’dn’t like to work in a factory. => I wouldn’t like to work in a factory.

And NOT in short answers:

Would you like to have a horse?
Yes, I’d. => Yes, I would.

6) Be careful not to confuse would like and like.  

Use like to talk about things you like all the time. 
I like chocolate cake. It’s my favorite food. 

Use would like to talk about things you want now, or at some time in the future.
I’d like a cup of coffee please.
I’d like to work in a chocolate factory.

LIKE/WOULD LIKE
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Larry Ellison

Founder and CEO of the world’s largest 
business software company (Oracle) Mr. 
Larry Ellison is not only one of the world’s 
richest persons alive but is also one of the 
most flamboyant and outspoken of the lot. A 
cavalier business personality, he knows how 
to dress for occasions with his tailor made 
Italian suits and shirts making him look as if 
he was born to be a billionaire. Ellison was 
born to an unwed 19 year old mother. When 
he was just nine months, he was adopted by 
his aunt and uncle in Chicago.

It was 48 long years, before Ellison met his 
biological mother. In 1977, Ellison and his two 
colleagues Robert Miner and Ed Oates found 
a company called Software Development 
Labs, where they came across a paper called “A Relational Model of Data for large 
Shared Data Banks, which became the basis of their soon-to-be-found fortune. His 
prime came in 2000, when for a brief period of time he left behind Bill Gates to 
become the richest in the world. Other than the humongous amount of wealth that he 
has, Ellison is known as a quite multi-faceted character: a brusque businessman, 
marketing genius and a playboy. Owing to his voracious appetite for new estates, he 
has been tagged as the newest trophy buyer in the country.

He follows a simple approach, “Buy the best, without compromise”. The scores of 
properties he has includes two holdings in Woodside, California, a hotel and two 
restaurants in Malibu along with two other homes, a 249-acre state in Palm Springs, 
which he got for $49 million and a garden property in Kyoto Japan worth at least $86 
million. Ellison has a penchant for adventures, sailing and outdoor sports that has 
cost him more than a few million dollars and made him rivals with a few fellow 
billionaires. 
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Steve Jobs
2. Biography of the richest person in your country

Look for more information about:

Notes:
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SCENARIO 

15
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. In your opinion, what are the most important events of the last century?
2. How much do you know about World War II?
3. What do you hope will be the most important events of this century?

THE MOST IMPORTANT 
EVENTS OF THE LAST CENTURY

"It's one small step for a man, but a giant leap for mankind."
 - Neil Armstrong

MY GOAL: Once I complete Scenario 15, I will be able to correctly use present 
continuous tense with the phrase ‘going to’ and I’ll be able to give messages using ‘tell’ 
and ‘ask.’  The reading material will provide me with interesting information about the 
most important events of the last century.

   1- WORLD WAR I

World War I was primarily a European conflict with many facets: immense human 
sacrifice, stalemate trench warfare, and the use of new, devastating weapons: tanks, 
aircrafts, machine guns, and poisonous gases.
  
World War I, also known as the ‘First World War’, the ‘Great War’, the ‘War of the Nations’ 
and the ‘War to End All Wars’, was a world conflict which took place between 1914 and 
1918. The war was fought by the Allies on one side, and the Central Powers on the 
other. 

No previous conflict had mobilized so many soldiers or involved so many in the field of 
battle. By its end, the war had become the second bloodiest conflict in recorded history 
(behind the Taiping Rebellion), though it was surpassed within a generation by World 
War II.
  
No other war changed the map of Europe so dramatically. Four empires were shattered: 
the German, the Austro-Hungarian, the Ottoman, and the Russian. The four Russian 
dynasties; the Hohenzollerns, the Habsburgs, the Ottomans, and the Romanovs (who 
had roots of power dating to the days of the Crusades), all fell during or after the war.

World War I became infamous for trench 
warfare, where troops were confined to 
trenches because of tight defenses. This 
was especially true of the Western Front. 
Over 9 million soldiers died on the 
battlefield,  and nearly that many more 
due to food shortages, genocide, and 
ground combat. 
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Among other notable events that occurred 
during  World  War I was the use of 
chemical weapons  for the first time, the 
first large-scale bombing from the air, and 
some of the century's first large-scale 
civilian massacres took place. 

The causes of World War I were complex 
developments in themselves.
 
The events leading up to World War I were 
complex and led,  ultimately,  to a break 
with the Old World Order and the final 
demise of absolutist monarchy in Europe. 

The post-war failure to deal effectively with 
many of the causes and results of the First 
World  War  would lead to the rise of 
fascism in Italy, nazism in Germany and 
the outbreak of World War II within a 
generation. 

World War I was the catalyst for the 
Bolshevik  Russian  Revolution, which 
would inspire later communist revolutions 
in China and Cuba, and would stage the 
foundations for the ‘Cold War’ hostilities 
that existed between the Soviet Union and 
the United States for decades. 

The War ended the Ottoman Empire in the 
east and laid the ground for a modern 
democratic successor state, Turkey.
In Central Europe, the new countries of 
Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia were 
formed and Poland was reinstated.

Activity by the French and British Empire 
forces in the eastern part of the former 
Ottoman Empire would give rise to several 

modern conflicts; the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
the Greco-Turkish conflict over Cyprus, 
the Iran-Iraq conflict and the Gulf War in 
the 1990s.

The Greco-Turkish conflict, which ended 
in 1924, was the last direct major conflict 
of the war. 

In Germany, the losses incurred at the 
Western Front had severe consequences. 
The shortage of food and the amount of 
casualties generated a national revolt, 
powered by the socialist parties.

This revolution was responsible for the 
abdication of the Kaiser or Emperor. The 
noblemen  realised the situation was 
critical and decided not to pursue the title 
themselves  and the Social Democrats 
took a stronger hold of the government. 
The parliament had to be temporarily 
relocated to the city of Weimar, because 
of the chaos that existed in Berlin.

However, this new republic, called the 
Weimar Republic, shattered shortly 
afterwards.

In 1933, Adolf Hitler, head of the National 
Socialist Party (NAZI) took control of the 
parliament  and  appointed  himself 
Fuehrer (leader) of his self-proclaimed 
Third Reich or Third German Empire.

Meanwhile, Russia was undergoing a 
revolution of its own. In 1917, Vladimir 
Lenin, with support from Germany, made 
his  way to Russia and launched a 
full-scale revolution against the monarchy.

It took years for Russia to achieve a 
degree of peace after the revolutions which 
followed that first major rebellion against 
the Czar. By the time the dust settled, 
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Lenin had died, and his succesor, Joseph Stalin took over. Stalin became known as one of 
the most ruthless leaders of the modern world.
If it hadn't been for Hitler's demented hatred and persecution of the Jews, Stalin's purges 
and mass murder would have earned him the title of ‘most terrible dictator in history.’
His famous sentence says it all:
"If a man dies, it is a tragedy; if millions die, it's just a statistic."

  2 - WORLD WAR II
Attributed in varying degrees to the Treaty 
of Versailles, the Great Depression, and 
the rise in nationalism, fascism, national 
socialism, Japanese imperialism, and 
militarism, the exact causes of the war are 
complex and a matter of debate. Similarly, 
the exact date at which the war 
commenced differs between historians, 
while the most common date given is the 
German invasion of Poland on September 
1st, 1939, others maintain that the war 
began  when Hitler’s armies entered 
Prague in  March  1939. Still other 
historians feel that the war began when 
the Japanese invaded China on July 7th, 
1939 or even with the Japanese invasion 
of Manchuria in 1931.
World War II was fought between the Axis 
countries of Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria and the 
Allies; Britain, Russia, the United States of 
America, China, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, 
Canada, Czechoslovakia, New Zealand, 
Norway, Ethiopia, Greece, India, Mexico, 
the Netherlands, the Philippines, Poland, 
South Africa and Yugoslavia.  Fighting 
occurred across the Atlantic Ocean, in 
Western and Eastern Europe, in the 
Mediterranean Sea, Africa, the Middle East, 
in the Pacific, Southeast Asia and China.
In Europe, the war ended with the 
surrender of Germany on May 8th, 1946 
on what came to be known as ‘Victory 
Day’, but continued in Asia until Japan 
surrendered on August 15th, 1945 on ‘V-J 
Day.’

At least 50 million people died as a result 
of the war. This figure includes acts of 
genocide such as the Holocaust and 
General Ishii Shiro’s Unit 731 experiments 
in Pingan, as well as the bloody battles in 
Europe and the Pacific Ocean.  The atomic 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 
Japan alone killed approximately 250,000 
within hours. There were few areas of the 
world that were unaffected.

The war was the catalyst that brought about a 
variety of wartime inventions and new tactics 
that changed the nature of battle for all time: 
atomic weapons, jet aircraft, rockets, radar, 
blitzkrieg or ‘lightning war’, torpedo bombers and 
destroyer/tanker formulation are only a few.
Post-World War II Europe was divided into 
Western and Soviet spheres of influence with 
the former undergoing economic reconstruction 
via the ‘Marshall Plan’ and the latter becoming 
a collection of satellites states governed by the 
Soviet Union.  However, this partition was rather 
informal and instead of coming to a peaceful 
acceptance regarding the spheres of influence, 
the relationship between the victors steadily 
deteriorated.  Eventually, the lines of demarcation 
became the de facto country boundaries.  
Western Europe aligned as NATO and Eastern 
Europe operated under the Warsaw Pact, 
alliances which were to become fundamental to 
the ensuing Cold War.

In Asia, the United States' military occupation of 
Japan led to its democratisation.

China's Civil War continued through and after 
the war, resulting eventually in the establishment 
of the People's Republic of China.
A desire for independence was sparked in the 
colonies of the European powers, which were 
exhausted from fighting the war.

Though there were few actual boundary 
changes, there was a fundamental shift in power 
from Western Europe to the new superpowers 
of the United States and the Soviet Union.
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  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1 

PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE 
WITH ‘BE GOING TO’

The present continuous tense can be used to indicate that something will or will not 
happen in the future just by adding a future reference. 

Future Continuous Tense Structure

Subject    +   auxiliary verb   +   auxiliary verb   +   main verb  +   complement

 I will be going to work

 You will be studing English

but it can also refer to the future by just adding a ‘future reference’. 

 Subject   +  auxiliary verb  +  main verb  +   future reference

e.g.  I  am  celebrating  tonight 

 You  are  travelling  next week.

         Exercise  1

Fill in the blanks in the questions and answers below using future continuous tense 
and the correct form of ‘be going to.’  Match the questions to the answers.

 A B
1.  What ______ you ______ (do) tonight? a. I ______ (be) here on Friday,
 Would you like to go out?  but not Saturday. Let's go on Friday. 

2.  ______ you ______ (do) anything on b. Well, my mother ______ (visit) my
 Friday night? Do you want to see a  sister at school, but my father and 
 movie?    I ______ (be) home. We'd love to come. 

3. We ______ (have) friends over for c. Sorry, I can't. I ______ (work)
 picnic on Saturday. Would you and   tonight. How about tomorrow?
 your parents like to come?                          

4. ______ you ______ (stay) in town next  d. Can we go to a late show? I ______ 
weekend? Do you want to go for a ride?   (stay) at work until 7:30 p.m.

W

riting
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   3 - LUNAR EXPLORATION

History
Permanent human habitation on a 
planetary body other than the Earth is a 
central theme in science fiction. As 
technology has improved and concerns 
about the future of humanity on Earth have 
increased, some argue that space 
colonization is an achievable and 
worthwhile goal.

The Moon has long been seen as a 
candidate for a possible human colony 
because of its proximity to Earth and the 
early observation of familiar landforms such 
as mountains and plains.  The Apollo space 
program, although successful in its goal to 
put a human being on the lunar surface, 
dampened enthusiasm for such a lunar 
colony because rock and dirt samples 
brought back by astronauts proved 
extremely low in the lighter elements 
required as a condition for life.

Many advocates of space colonization, 
such as the Mars Society, have since 
turned their attention to Mars, which has 
a more Earth-like environment. Others, 
such as the National Space Society and 
the Moon Society continue to mantain that 
the Moon is a logical first step. The 
possibility of clean fusion power from 
Helium 3 fuel mined on the Moon is cited 
by some as a potential economic 
justification for a lunar base. NASA's ‘Vision 
for Space Exploration’ plan includes a 
return trip to the Moon.

The idea of constructing a human colony 
on the Moon originated prior to the space 
age. Konstantin Tsiolkovsky, a Russian 
rocket scientist who lived from 1857 to 
1935, was one of many who suggested 
such a plan long before human beings ever 
left Earth’s atmosphere. From the 1950s, 
a number of concepts and designs have 
been suggested by scientists, engineers 
and architects.  

Science fiction author, Arthur C. Clarke, 
proposed a lunar base of inflatable 
modules covered in lunar dust for insulation 
in 1954. He imagined a spaceship traveling 
to the Moon after being assembled in low 
Earth orbit.  It would land on Mare Imbrium, 

a vast, ancient volcanic plain and 
astronauts would set up the igloo-like 
modules with an inflatable radio mast. 
Subsequent steps would include the 
establishment of a larger, permanent 
dome, an algae-based air purifier, a nuclear 
reactor for the provision of power and 
electromagnetic cannons to launch cargo 
and fuel to interplanetary vessels.

In 1959, John S. Rinehart suggested that 
the safest design would be a structure that 
could "[float] in a stationary ocean of dust." 
At the time this concept was outlined, 
theories existed that there could be 
mile-deep dust oceans on the Moon. The 
proposed design consisted of a 
half-cylinder with half-domes at both ends. 
A micrometeoroid shield was to be placed 
above the base.  

‘Project Horizon’ was created in 1959 and 
outlined a plan for the U.S. Army to 
establish a fort on the Moon by 1967. H. 
H. Koelle, a German rocket engineer of 
the Army Ballistic Missile Agency (ABMA) 
led the Project Horizon study. The first 
landing would be completed by two 
‘soldier-astronauts’ in 1965, and 
construction workers would soon follow. 

A series of ‘Saturn’ rockets would transport 
245 tons of cargo to the outpost by 1966.
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GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 2

  MESSAGES WITH ‘TELL’ AND ‘ASK’

We use ‘tell’ in messages that are making a statement.

We use ‘ask’ in messages that are making a request.

Statement       Message

The World Cup takes place in the summer. Please tell him that the World Cup takes place in the  
      summer.     

      Could you tell them that the World Cup takes place  
      in the summer?

      Would you tell her that the World Cup takes place  
      in the summer?

Request

Call me in the morning.   Please ask him to call me in the morning.

      Could you ask her to call me in the morning?

      Would you ask him to call me in the morning?

W

riting
         Exercise  2

Think of an unusual message for a friend. Write a note to a second friend 
asking him to pass on the message.

Example:

Dear John,

It's my graduation tomorrow. Could you 
please tell everybody that I want to have 
a wild party at the beach? Also, could 
you ask  Mike to bring some wine?

Thanks,         

 TONY
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   4 - INTERNET  

Motivation for the Internet

The need for a working Internet developed 
along with a number of innovative 
networking technologies; in particular, the 
first packet radio networks, a satellite 
packet communication program and local 
area networks (LANs). Connecting these 
disparate networking technologies was 
not possible using the methodologies in 
existence prior to the late 1980s.  An 
entirely new kind of networking 
architecture was needed.

  EARLY INTERNET WORK

Engineer and computer scientist, Robert 
E. Kahn, together with a computer scientist 
named Vint Cerf from the University of 
California began researching packet 
network interconnection protocols. They 
soon worked out a fundamental 
reformulation where the differences 
between network protocols were hidden 
using a common internetwork protocol, 
and instead of the network being 
responsible for reliability, as in the 
ARPANET the predecesor to the internet, 
the hosts became responsible. 

 With the role of the network reduced to 
the bare minimum, it became possible to 
join almost any networks together, no 
matter what their characteristics were. 

A computer called a ‘gateway’ or a ‘router’ 
is provided with an interface to each 
network, and it forwards packets back and 
forth between them. Happily, this new 
concept was a perfect fit with the newly 
emerging local area networks.

   EARLY GROWTH  

After ARPANET had been up and running 
for a decade, cutting-edge research and 
development, was turned over to the 
Defense Communications Agency, also 
part of the Department of Defense.  

In 1983, TCP/IP protocols replaced the 
earlier NCP protocol as the principal 
protocol of the ARPANET. In 1984, the 
U.S. military portion of the ARPANET was 
seperated from the main network and went 
on to become MILNET. The early Internet, 
based around the ARPANET, was 
government-funded and therefore 
restricted to non-commercial uses such 
as research; unrelated commercial use 
was strictly forbidden. 

This initially restricted connections to 
military sites and universities. During the 
1980s, the connections expanded to 
include educational institutions and a 
growing number of companies such as 
Digital Equipment Corporation and 
Hewlett-Packard, which were participating 
in research projects, or providing services 
to those who were.

The National Science Foundation became 
involved in internet research in the 
mid-1980s. The NSFNet backbone was 
designed to connect and provide access 
to a number of supercomputing centers 
established by the NSF.  
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At the end of the 1980s, the U.S. 
Department of Defense decided the 
network had developed enough for its 
purposes and decided to discontinue 
further funding. The ARPANET was 
gradually shut down, and the NSF, a 
civilian agency, assumed responsibility 
for providing connectivity in the U.S.

In another NSF initiative, regional 
TCP/IP-based networks continued to 
develope and began interconnecting the 
nascent fledgling Internet. This greatly 
expanded the reach of the rapidly growing 
network. 

On April 30th, 1995, the NSF privatized 
access to the network they had created. 
It was at this point that the growth of the 
Internet really took off.

RESEARCH SPOT

1. Most important events in your country in the last 10 years
2. 2004 Tsunami
3. Mars exploration

Look for more information about:

Notes:
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__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

16
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Real Scene Two

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. In your own words, what is a miracle?
2. Have you ever experienced a miracle in your personal life?
3. Do you believe miracles exist? Why or why not?

MIRACLES
"A transgression of a law of nature by a particular volition of a 
deity, or by the interposition of some invisible agent."                              
 - David Hume  

MY GOAL:   Upon completion of Scenario 16, I’ll understand how to describe 
changes using comparatives and either the present tense, the past tense, or the present 
perfect tense. I will also learn about Zero and First Conditional, as well as the Past 
Continuous Tense. Through the reading material, I’ll learn about the phenomenon of 
miracles.

   INTRODUCTION
The word ‘miracle’ is derived from the Latin word ‘miraculum’ meaning ‘something 
wonderful.’ According to many religions, a miracle is a striking interposition of divine 
intervention by God causing the ordinary operations of the universe or the course of 
nature to be overruled, suspended, or modified.

One must keep in mind that in Judaism, Christianity, Islam and other faiths, people have 
different definitions of the word ‘miracle’. Even within a specific religion there is often 
more than one definition of this term.  

Sometimes the term ‘miracle’ may refer to the action of a supernatural being that is not 
God, in this case the term divine intervention refers specifically to the direct involvement 
of a deity.

The annual ‘Miracle of the Fire that Doesn't Burn’ has been attested in the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre in the city of Jerusalem since the 5th century.
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   Conversation
  
MIKE:  Hi, Joan! How have you been?
   
JOAN:  Very well, thanks.                                                      
MIKE:  Are you still in college ?  
JOAN:   Yes, I am. I'll finish next year.  
MIKE:  You look different, have you changed your hair?  
JOAN:  Yes, it's longer and I've lost weight.   
MIKE:  Wow, you look terrific!
JOAN:  Thanks, you too! It's like a miracle.

  
 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

DESCRIBING CHANGES  
 

Using present tense Using present perfect tense  
A- I'm not in business anymore. A- I've cut my hair.  
B- I’ve lost weight. B- I've grown a mustache.  

Using past tense  Using comparatives  
A- I got married. A- My belly is bigger now.  
B- I changed my job. B- My life is better now.

       Exercise 

How have you changed in the last three years?
Select the statements that apply to you. 
 

a- ________ I've lost weight. 
  
b- ________ I’ve changed my hair style.   

c- ________ I moved to another city. 

d- ________ I got married.

e- ________ My life is better now.

Li

stening

W

riting
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  MIRACLES AS ACTS OF GOD

 Adherents of many religions assert that miracles, if established, are proof of the existence 
of an omnipotent, omniscient, and all-benevolent God. In this sense, a miracle can be 
defined as a violation of the laws of nature by a supernatural being. 

According to their logic: 

1.There are events that seem to be 
miracles.   

2. The best explanation for these events 
is that they were performed by a 
supernatural being.   

3. Therefore, there is probably a 
supernatural being (I.E., GOD) that 
performs what  appear to be miracles.

A Number of Criticisms of this 
Point of View Exist:

1. While the existence of miracles may 
imply the existence of a supernatural 
being, that supernatural being might not 
be an omnipotent, omniscient, and 
all-benevolent God. It could be any 
supernatural being.

2. Some critics argue that miracles, if 
established, are evidence that a perfect 
God does not exist. They point out that 
such a being would not want to, or need 
to, violate its own laws of nature.

Roman Catholic theologians accept this 
reasoning. They conclude that the miracles 
must be due to the actions of an omnipotent 
God, because they have previously proven 
that there is a single omnipotent, omniscient 
God.   

3. The laws of nature are inferred from 
empirical evidence, thus, if an accepted law 
of nature is violated, it could simply be that 
the law is incorrect due to flawed 
observations and not a supernatural event. 

4. Until such time as mankind completely 
understands all the laws of nature, it is 
impossible to determine if an event is a 
genuine ‘miracle’ or a natural event that has 
yet to be understood.
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GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 2

Zero Conditional
The zero conditional structure is used to talk about something which is always 
true. It always happens, on the condition that something else happens.

Examples:                
If it rains a lot, our garden floods.
You have to buy your own drinks if you fly on a budget airline.

First Conditional
The first conditional structure is used to talk about something which will or may 
happen in the future as a result of something else.

Examples: 
If it rains tomorrow, I’ll stay at home.
She’ll be late if she doesn’t hurry up.
You might not pass your exams if you watch television all the time.

ZERO AND FIRST CONDITIONAL
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Miracles as Described by 
the Bible
The description of most miracles in the 
Hebrew Bible or Old Testament and in the 
Christian New Testament are the same 
as the modern-day definition of the word: 
God intervenes in the laws of nature.  

A literal reading of the Bible shows that 
there are a number of ways miracles 
occur: God may suspend or speed up the 
laws of nature to produce a supernatural 
occurrence; God can create matter out of 
nothing; God can breathe life into 
inanimate matter. The Bible does not 
explain how these miracles happen.  

The Bible also attributes many natural 
occurrences   to God, such as the sun 
rising and setting, and rain falling. Today, 
many Orthodox Jews, most Christians, 
and most Muslims adhere to this view of 
miracles. This view is generally rejected 
by Non-Orthodox Jews, Liberal Christians 
and Unitarian Universalists. 

Some events commonly understood to be 
miraculous may not be instances of the 
impossible. For instance, consider the 
parting of the Sea of Reeds (in Hebrew 
Yâm-Sûph; often mistranslated as the 
"Red Sea"). This incident is said to have 
occurred when Moses and Israelites fled 
from bondage in Egypt to begin their 
exodus to the promised land.

The Book of Exodus never says that the 
Reed Sea split in an immediate fashion. The 
passage "waters as a wall unto them on their 
right hand, and on their left" could be 
figurative. The text could be interpreted to 
say that God caused a strong wind to slowly 
drive the shallow waters to land overnight. 
In this interpretation there is no indication 
that God pushed apart the sea as it is shown 
in many films; rather, the miracle would be 
that Moses crossed this precise place, at 
exactly the right time, and that the pursuing 
Egyptian Army then drowned when the wind 
stopped and the waters rushed back in.  

Most events later described as miracles are 
not labeled as such by the Bible; rather the 
text simply describes what happened. Often 
these narratives will attribute the cause of 
these events to God.  

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 3

1) Use the past to ‘set the scene’ of a story before describing what happened.

‘It was raining. I was walking in the park. Some kids were playing football nearby. Suddenly…’

2) Use the past continuous to talk about an action which happened for some time in the 
past and was then interrupted. Use the past simple tense to talk about the interruption.

I was cooking dinner when suddenly there was a knock at the door.

3) Use the past continuous to talk about events that were in progress at a certain time.

At 5 o’clock yesterday afternoon, I was driving home from work.

PAST VS PAST CONTINUOUS
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   Conversation
ADAM: What are you going to do after you get out of college?    

SUE: I'd really like to travel a little bit.     

ADAM: Really? where would you like to go?     

SUE: Well, I want to go to Jerusalem.    

ADAM: That's very far. Do you know anybody there?  

SUE:   Not really. I just want to see the ‘Land of Miracles’ where Jesus once lived. 

ADAM: Well, that sounds very interesting. Lucky you.

  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  4

   INFINITIVES  
An infinitive is the base form of the verb.  The infinitive form of a verb is the form that 
follows ‘to.’   to   +   base form of the verb

They have several functions:

1.       They are used as subject and subject complements.

 e.g.   To know me is to love me.

2. They are used as objects following certain verbs.

 e.g.  I wanted to tell you how much I appreciated your gift.

3. They can be used as a shortened form of ‘in order to.’

 e.g.  You must take this medicine (in order) to get well.

4.  They can sometimes be used as objects of their own.

 e.g. I was asked to make a dessert for the dinner. 

       Exercise

A. Complete these sentences stating your own wishes.

1- I ________ to travel to the United States.

2- I ________ to have my own apartment.  

3- I ________ to get married.

4- I ________ to make a lot of money.

Li

stening

W

riting
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  MIRACLE  

Another Point of View

Theologians of the Old and New 
Testament religions consider only 
God-willed contravention of the laws of 
nature to be true miracles. However, they 
admit others can do and have done things 
which contravene the laws of nature; such 
acts are attributed to diabolical powers 
and are called ‘false miracles.’ Many 
outside of the Biblical-based religions 
believe it is possible to transgress laws of 
nature through acts of will in consort with 
paranormal or occult powers. They 
generally refer to these transgressions 
not as ‘miracles’, but as ‘magic’.

All religions report numerous, and equally 
credible, miracles. The Scottish 
philosopher, economist and historian, 
David Hume, compares deciding amongst 
religions based on their miracles to a 
judge evaluating contradictory, but equally 
reliable, testimonies.  Each religion is as 
credible as the next. Curiously, the more 
ancient and barbarous the people are, the 
greater the tendency for stories of miracles 
to flourish.  This trend could be used to 
argue against the existence of miracles. 
Typically, miraculous events are observed 
among ignorant and barbarous nations; 
or if a civilized nation supports validity of 
the event, that nation will be found to have 
received the information from ignorant 
and barbarous ancestors.

While there are still many people today who 
believe in miracles, no modern historian fills 
his or her books with accounts of miraculous 
events. It’s unlikely that the report of even 
one miracle would make its way into texts 
today.  Indeed, only that media which caters 
to the superstitious and uneducated, such 
as the tabloid National Enquirer and a portion 
of the mass media, would even think of 
reporting an alleged miracle without a 
healthy dose of skeptism. No scholarly 
journal would consider an author rational if 
he or she were to include stories of miracles 
in their writing. The modern scholar 
dismisses all such reports as either lies or 
cases of collective hallucination.
David Hume was aware that no matter how 
scientifical or rational a civilization became, 
belief in miracles would never be eradicated. 
Human nature is such that we love the 
marvelous and the wondrous. Human nature 
is also such that we love even more to be 
the bearer of a story of the marvelous and 
the wondrous. The more wondrous our story, 
the more merit we can attain. Vanity, 
delusion and zealotry have led to more than 
one fraud supporting a holy cause with huge 
embellishments and outright lies about a 
miraculous event.

Hume’s primary argument against miracles, 
however, was modeled after what he and 
other called ‘common sense’ Christianity.  
Mr. Hume, along with John Tillotson, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, William 
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Chillingworth, an English theologian, and 
Bishop Edward Stillingfleet argued against 
the Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation, 
or the changing of bread and wine into the 
body and blood of Christ. These 
theologians argued that the idea 
contradicts common sense.

The catholics claim that the bread and 
wine used in the communion ceremony is 
changed in substance so that what is 
bread and wine to all the senses is, in fact, 
the body and blood of Christ. 

According to them, if it looks like bread, 
smells like bread, tastes like bread, then 
it is bread.To believe otherwise is to give 
up the basis for all knowledge based on 
sense experience; anything could be other 
than it appears to the senses.

This is an argument not about certainty, 
but about reasonable belief.

If the Catholics are right about 
transubstantiation, then a book might really 
be a bishop, for example; or a pear might 
actually be Westminster Cathedral. The 
attributes of a thing would give no clue as 
to its substance. 

Everything we perceive could be completely 
unrelated to what it is. If the senses can't be 
trusted in this one case, they can't be trusted 
in any. To believe in transubstantiation is to 
abandon the basis of all knowledge which 
is sensory experience.
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Creative miracles
2. Faith vs. Science
3. Miracle doctors

Look for more information about:
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__________________________________________________________________

Notes:
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