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PRESENTACIÓN

Focus your mind® es un Material Científico y Cultural que desarrolla las 
habilidades comunicativas en el idioma inglés basado en la focalización del 
pensamiento y sus procesos de atención dirigida.  Es un sistema muy 
avanzado, el cual a través de escenarios vivenciales del pasado, del presente 
y del futuro y la aplicación de programación neurolingüística, diversifica y 
potencia el conocimiento con experiencias racionales sensoriales y 
emocionales en el idioma inglés, en un viaje a través de la cultura.

Enfocar su mente y mantener la atención dirigida es el principio de cualquier 
tipo de entrenamiento mental donde su capacidad para mantener la 
concentración y para encontrar un equilibrio es fundamental. La práctica de la 
concentración nos permite acelerar nuestro crecimiento y nuestro aprendizaje, 
ya que nos garantiza un acceso directo al conocimiento y la comprensión 
mediante el pleno desarrollo de la focalización. Esto ofrece incrementar la 
intensidad, la calidad y la duración de su atención. Para Focus your mind® 
estas habilidades de la mente son el soporte para el correcto desarrollo de sus 
habilidades comunicativas en el idioma Inglés. 

Mediante la práctica de la atención y concentración se puede acceder al 
estado de la mente enfocada cuando lo desee. 

Derivado de esto Focus your mind®, permite adquirir progresivamente 
vocabulario, pronunciación y fluidez, accediendo a la globalización de las 
comunicaciones y los negocios, con Focus your mind® podrá interactuar en 
cualquier tipo de situación en el idioma inglés, lengua dominante en el mundo 
de hoy y del futuro. 

Bienvenido a Focus your mind®, El Inglés bien enfocado.



Interpretación de íconos 

 Listening: Escucha diálogos, estructuras y conversaciones

 Writing: Por medio de la escritura resuelve los ejercicios o 
  prácticas asignadas.

 Listening  Escucha y practica los diálogos de los escenarios en  
 conversation: grupo o en forma individual.

 Reading: Lectura y comprensión de los temas.

    
 Questions?:  Debe desarrollar las preguntas en forma individual o  
  en grupo y estar listo a interactuar acerca del tema.

 Group: Discusión en grupo sobre los temas específicos.

 
 Speaking: Conversación y práctica de pronunciación.

 

 

Este  libro  ofrece  un amplio panorama del idioma inglés con la seguridad de nuestra 
parte que si se trabaja con disciplina, un objetivo claro de aprendizaje y siguiendo las 
instrucciones indicadas, se lograrán las metas de dominar el inglés.

 El AUTOR.
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INTRODUCTION

Focus your mind® is a material designed for people who want to improve their 
communication skills and extend their knowledge of world culture, as well as learning 
English no matter if they’re starting from scratch or in need of improving and 
perfecting their previous knowledge of the language. 

This material offers a unique insight into a wide range of topics such as history, 
world events, sports, cooking, mental strength, wine appreciation, aesthetic surgery 
and gastronomy as well as many others. It also invites you to explore current 
thinking about important cultural topics and trends.

Throughout the preparation of the material and the attendance to the I-Practice, 
the user will practice the four skills of a language: speaking, listening, reading and 
writing. This material includes authentic texts from prominent publications carefully 
selected for interest and relevance. It encourages you to practice the language 
and communication skills which are important for people who need to use English 
in their daily lives.

Focus your mind® features very interesting topics which aim towards both accuracy 
and fluency for the user and a multi- skill syllabus which combines different themes, 
functions, structure, and pronunciation activities supported by the Audio and 
Interactive CDs. The purpose of this material is for the user to develop English 
skills for meaningful communication.
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2 Two

SCENARIO 

01
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. How much do you know about the history of the film industry?
2. Do you know what happened in the golden age of Hollywood?
3. Do you know what the technological ancestors for film making are?

FILM HISTORY
"For centuries, humans had experimented with what would become 
the two key elements of cinema: the projection of images using 
light and the illusion of motion created by exploiting the optical 
phenomenon called ‘persistence of vision’." 
 - Unknown

MY GOAL:  Once I have completed Scenario 01, I will be able to correctly use 
relative pronouns to join clauses and I will understand how to construct conditional 
sentences using ‘if.’  I will also learn about the history and development of the motion 
picture industry through the reading material.

   INTRODUCTION
Motion picture film is one of the most rapidly evolving of any artistic or communications 
mediums, as befits, perhaps, the first great invention of the modern era. Film has gone 
through an array of changes and developed an incredible variety and sophistication in 
barely more than one hundred years of existence.
  
   TECHNOLOGICAL ANCESTORS
In 1894, Thomas Edison introduced the Kinetograph to the public, the first moving 
picture camera, and the Kinetoscope, a hand-cranked, single-viewer, lighted box to 
display the resulting films. Kinetoscope parlors were supplied with fifty-foot film snippets 
shot by Edison´s employee, W.K. Dickson, the device's chief inventor, in their ‘Black 
Maria’ studio. The invention was a widely imitated international success and Europe 
saw a cascade of rival devices. 
Rising above the pack was Auguste and Louis Lumière's 
cinematograph, a portable, three-in-one camera, 
developer/printer and projector. 
In France, in late 1895, the Lumière brothers began 
exhibiting projected films before a paying public. They 
sparked the move from single-viewer units to projection, 
and quickly became Europe's leading producers of the 
new medium. Even Edison joined the burgeoning 
projection trend with his Vitascope in less than six months. 
The movies of the time were seen mostly via temporary 
storefront spaces and travelling exhibitors or as acts in 
Vaudeville programs. A film could be under a minute long 
and would usually present a single scene, be it authentic 
or staged, a public event, a sporting event or slapstick 
comedy. 
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There was little to no cinematic technique: 
no editing, no camera movement, and flat, 
stagey compositions. But the novelty of 
realistically moving photographs was 
enough for a motion picture industry to 
blossom before the end of the century, in 
countries around the world.
The Silent Era
Inventors and producers had repeatedly 
tried to marry the screen image with 
synchronous sound, but no practical 
method was devised until the late 1920s. 
Thus, for the first thirty years of their history, 
movies were more or less silent, although 
they were often accompanied by live music, 
sometimes sound effects, and with dialogue 
and narration present in the form of 
subtitles.

Early Developments in Technique, 
Form and Business 
The Paris stage magician, Georges Melies, 
began shooting and exhibiting films in 1896.  
His stock-in-trade became films of fantasy 
and the bizarre.  These included ‘A Trip to 
the Moon’ in 1902, possibly the first movie 
to portray space travel. 

He pioneered many of the special effects 
techniques used in movies for most of the 
20th century, demonstrating that film had 
unprecedented power to bend visible reality 
rather than just faithfully recording it. 

He also led the way in making multi-scene 
narratives as long as fifteen minutes, which 
became, in 1903, the industry standard.

Edwin S. Porter, Edison’s leading director 
in 1903, advanced the sophistication of film 
editing with works like ‘The Life of an 
American Fireman’ and the first Western 
movie, ‘The Great Train Robbery.’  Porter 
arguably discovered that the basic unit of 
structure in a film is the shot, rather than 
the scene as in a play. These 
developments helped establish the medium 
as more than a passing fad and 
encouraged the boom in nickelodeons, the 
first permanent movie theaters. There were 
10,000 by the year 1908 in the U.S. alone. 

The previously anarchic industry became 
an increasingly big business, which 
encouraged consolidation. The French 
company, Pathé Frères, achieved a 
dominant position worldwide through 
methods such as controlling key patents 
and the ownership of theaters. In the U.S., 
Edison led the creation of the Motion 
Picture Patents Company, which achieved 
a brief monopoly using, not just aggressive 
business tactics, but sometimes violent 
intimidation against independent 
competitors.
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W

riting
     Writing

Write a short paragraph about the history of film.

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

Using Relative pronouns as subjects and objects

Relative pronouns are that, who, whom, whose, which, where, when and why.  They are 
used to join clauses to make a complex sentence.  Relative pronouns are used at the beginning 
of the subordinate clause that gives information about the main.  There are two types of clauses 
and a relative pronoun can act as a subject, an object, or a possessive in either.

e.g.  T h i s i s t h e h o u s e t h a t J a c k b u i l t .

 I don’t know the day when Jane married him.

Defining relative clauses provide essential information for understanding the sentence and 
cannot be omitted.  Main clauses are opened by a relative pronoun and are not separated by 
a c o m m a f r o m t h e m a i n c l a u s e .

e.g. This is the house that had great Christmas decorations.

 It took me a while to get used to people who eat popcorn during the movie.

 I don’t like movies that have a lot of violence.

Non-defining relative clauses containing pronouns contain information that is non-essential; if 
the pronoun were omitted, the sentence would still retain its basic meaning.

e.g. The library didn’t have the book that I wanted.

 I think the person who I talked to on the telephone was the manager.

 The shirt that Carl bought has a stain on the pocket.

Sentence Reference To
Function People Things/Concepts Place Time Reason

Subject who/that which/that

Object that/who/whom which/that where when why
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    Exercise

Complete the sentences using one of the following clauses and an appropriate 
relative pronoun.

steal a plane performed ‘Thunderbolt’ is used to record  scenes

scare you invented the kinetograph makes classical films                     

The movie is about a man ____________________________________________.                        
Thomas Edison was the man _________________________________________.                   
John works for a studio ______________________________________________.                    
What was the name of the actor _______________________________________?               
A camera is a device ________________________________________________.                               
A thriller is a film ___________________________________________________.

W

riting

The Rise of the Feature Film and 
Film as Art

The standard length of a film remained one 
reel, about ten to fifteen minutes in length, 
through the first decade of the century, 
based on producers' assumptions about 
the attention spans of their working class 
audiences. But in Europe, multiple-reel 
extravaganzas began to push the envelope 
of film length. With international box office 
successes like Queen Elizabeth in 1912, 
Quo Vadis? in 1913 and Cairia in 1914, the 
multi-reel or ‘feature film’ began to replace 
the short film as the cinema’s central form.

No one was more important in cementing 
this trend than American director D.W. 
Griffith with his historical epics, The Birth 
of a Nation and Intolerance in 1915 and 
1916 respectively.

Unprecedented in scale, they also did much 
to set the standards for editing and visual 
storytelling that remain the foundation of 
mainstream film grammar. 

The Birth of a Nation was also notable as, 
perhaps, the first movie to inspire 

widespread racial controversy.

The trend towards literary adaptations 
resulted in movies becoming a respectable 
form of middle class entertainment and 
gained them recognition as a genuine art 
form with a secure place in the emerging 
culture of the twenties.
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The Sound Era
Sound film technology, both for recording 
and playback, had been slow in 
development. In the second half of the 
decade, the invention of the Vitaphone 
System in 1927 was the breakthrough 
which allowed The Jazz Singer, featuring 
Al Jolson, to become a gargantuan hit and 
instantly popularized synchronized sound.  
Disney’s Steamboat Willie, in 1928, was 
the first film with entirely post-produced 
dialogue, sound effects and score. The first 
all-out Hollywood musical, The Broadway 
Melody, came to theatres in 1929.

The Golden Age of Hollywood
The ‘Golden Age of Hollywood’ roughly 
refers to the period beginning with the 
advent of synchronized sound until the end 
of World War II. 

This was the heyday of the Hollywood 
studio system with tremendous output from 
Universal, MGM, Columbia, United Artists, 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum Pictures, Paramount 
Studios,  Twentieth Century Fox, and 
Warner Brothers. Genre films became 
popular in the 1930s: Westerns, comedies, 
musicals, dramas and animated cartoons. 
Dracula and Frankenstein incarnated into 
their silver screen depictions in 1931, King 
Kong premiered in 1933, Howard Hughes 
produced  Hell's Angels in 1930. Walt 
Disney released several short animations 
at the beginning of the decade, including 
the first Technicolor production in 1932. 

The Golden Age of Hollywood produced 
some of the most celebrated American 
movies ever made such as: King Kong, 
Gone with the Wind, The Wizard of Oz, 
Casablanca and Citizen Kane. 

Walt Disney also began producing his first 
feature-length films in this period including 
Snow  White  and the Seven Dwarfs in 
1938, Bambi in 1942 and Pinocchio and 
Fantasia in the early 1940s.  Fantasia is 
notable for ‘Fantasound,’ a project that 
resulted in significant developments in film 
sound recording and playback techniques 
adopted  and  expanded upon by the 
Society of Motion Picture and Television 
Engineers. 

The Golden Age of Hollywood effectively 
came to a close in 1948 when, in a 
landmark legal decision, the Supreme Court 
of the United States found several major 
studios guilty of violating the Sherman 
Antitrust Act, through their monopolizing of 
the production, distribution, and exhibition 
of their movies.

French film critics began to notice unique 
stylistic approaches to certain genres in 
American film, gangster movies and crime 
dramas in particular, and began to refer to 
this type of movie as ‘Film Noir.’  Robert 
Siodmak’s The Killers, based on a short 
story by Ernest Hemingway, is a prime 
example.  Suspicion in 1941 and Sabateur 
in 1942 were Alfred Hitchcock’s 
contributions to the Film Noir style.  Orson 
Welles’ 1941 film, Citizen Kane, was one 
of the most critically acclaimed movies of 
all time and helped to establish Film Noir.  
Other examples include Laura, Murder My 
Sweet, and Billy Wilder’s Double Indemnity, 
all released in 1944.
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      Reading Comprehension

Answer the following questions.

During what period did films begin to increase in length?
What were two famous films in 1945 and 1946? Who made them?
What was invented during the sound era?
What was the first all-out Hollywood musical?
Mention some of the most celebrated movies of the Golden Age of Hollywood.
Why did the Golden Age come to a close?

  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  2

CONDITIONAL CLAUSES USING IF

Conditional sentences are sentences that discuss real or unreal situations and their 
consequences.  Full conditional sentences contain two clauses:  the condition or situation and 
the consequence.  Typically, the condition is the subordinate clause and the consequence is 
the main clause.

e.g. Condition      Result

 If you heat water to 100 degrees Celsius,   it boils.

If it’s raining here now     then it was raining on the coast  
 this morning.

 If she took that flight yesterday,   we’ll see her tomorrow.

 If I had a million dollars    I would buy an airplane.

 If I had known about the party   I would have gone.

      Exercise

Match the clauses in column A with the clauses in column B

                          A                                                                   B

1- If I won the lottery, a- you might see Tom Cruise.

2- You'll enjoy the Steven Spielberg film,  b- I would buy a new car. 

3- If I stopped in New York, c- I can't go inside.

4- If you went to Hollywood, d- I could probably see a Broadway show.

5- If I traveled first class, e- if you have lived in USA.

6- If you don't get a ticket, f- I could probably run into a famous actor. 

R
eading

W

riting
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The ‘80s: Sequels, Blockbusters 
and Videotape
The shift that occurred in the 1980s, from 
seeing movies in a theater to watching 
videos on a VCR, is a move close to the 
original concepts of Thomas Edison. In the 
early part of the ‘90s, the movie studios 
tried legal action to ban home ownership 
of VCRs as a violation of copyright, which 
proved unsuccessful.  Ultimately, that 
decision worked in favor of the studios, 
however, as the sale and rental of home 
videos became a significant source of 
revenue  for the movie companies. THX 
Ltd, a division of Lucasfilm Ltd was 
launched in 1982 and began preparing 
VCR conversions immediately.

The Digital Age
After blockbuster motion pictures were 
defined in the 1970s, the way Hollywood 
released its films changed; films, for the 
most  part,  would premiere in an even 
wider number of theatres, although, to this 
day, some movies still premiere using the 
route of the limited/roadshow release 
system. Until this new ’Digital Age,’ the 
primary way for audiences to see their 
favorite films again and again was via the 
re-releasing  of  films. But home video 
would change all of this. Among the terms 
most associated with this new era: George 
Lucas and Star Wars, Industrial Light and 
Magic Studios, Steven Spielberg and Jaws.

The 1990s: Technical Advances
Online distribution of film and video began 
in the year 1994 with the first public 
showing of Quentin Tarantino's Pulp Fiction.

In the 1990s, cinema began making 
another transition; from physical film stock 
to digital cinema technology. Meanwhile, 
in the home video realm, the DVD would 
become the new standard for watching 
movies after their standard theatrical 
releases.

The New Millennium
Peter  Greenaway's multi-media project 
‘The Tulse Luper Suitcases’ takes 
advantage  of  new media and high 
definition technology. Interactivity and its 
relationship with cinema became clear in 
PlayStation’s ‘Grand Theft Auto,’ a video 
game that includes actors, a soundtrack 
and narrative structure.
The superhero film also began to emerge 
in importance and with more consistent 
artistic sophistication.

The documentary film also rose as a 
potently commercial genre.

In the future, issues around digital 
distribution, the need to achieve higher 
compression  rates  and cheaper 
technology will have to be addressed.  
Other important topics  are  content  
security, expiration of copyrights, and 
copyright infringement.
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The Underground
Alongside the Hollywood tradition, there 
exists the underground film world of low 
budget, often self-produced works created 
outside of the studio system and without 
the involvement of labor unions.

Student films such as Dan O'Bannon and 
John Carpenter's Dark Star are also 
considered to be independent films.

Experimental films that used cinema as a 
vehicle of fine art had been produced since 
the 1940s; for example, the work of Harry 
Everett Smith and Maya Deren. 

Q

uestion?W

riting

Social movements of the 1960s produced 
a larger and more receptive audience for 
this type of work and more contributors to 
the field such as Kenneth Anger. 

Pornographic movies also avoided union 
involvement and appealed to an alternative, 
underground audience. Melvin Van 
Peebles's Sweet Sweetback's Baadasssss 
song is an example of an independently 
created, underground movie that used 
post-classical plot devices. Van Peebles 
claimed this film was a pornography project 
during its production to avoid complications 
with the Screen Actor's Guild.

        Questions for discussion

What invention moved closer to the original concepts of Thomas Edison?
What major event is occurring in the digital ages?
What was the most important technical advance in the 1990s?
What are some future problems for the film industry?
What is ‘The Underground?’
Name some underground studios.
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. New technologies in the Film Industry
2. History of the Academy Awards
3. The First Motion Picture Ever Made - The Horse In Motion (1878)
4. 3D Technology in Movies

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

02
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. What is the history of decorative art?
2. What do you know about Gothic art?
3. What do you know about Surrealism?

ART
"Arts and crafts comprise a whole host of activities and hobbies 
that are related to making things with one's own hands and skill. 
These can be sub-divided into ‘classic’ or ‘traditional crafts’, doing 
things the old way and all of the new, modern ones."
 - Wikipedia

MY GOAL:  After I finish Scenario  02, I'll know how to use gerund phrases as the 
subjects of sentences, I’ll also understand the use of comparisons using 'more' and 'less'. 
Through the reading material I'll know about the evolution of art in history.

   INTRODUCTION
The decorative arts are traditionally defined as ornamental and functional works in 
ceramic, wood, glass, metal, or textile. It includes furniture, furnishings, interior design, 
and architecture. The decorative arts are often categorized in opposition to the fine or 
high arts, painting, drawing, photography, and large-scale sculpture. Between decorative 
and fine art can be remarked functionality, intended purpose, importance and status as 
a unique creation or single artist production.

   HISTORY OF DECORATIVE ART
Uses of Pottery in Ancient Greece
The ancient Greeks made pottery for everyday use, 
not for display; the trophies won at games, such as 
the Panathenaic amphorae (wine decanters), are 
the exception. Most surviving pottery consists of 
drinking vessels such as amphorae, bowls for mixing 
wine and water, water jars, libation bowls, jugs and 
cups. Painted funeral urns have also been found. 
Miniatures were also produced in large numbers, 
mainly for use as offerings at temples. In the 
Hellenistic period, a wider range of pottery was 
produced but most of it is of little artistic importance.
In earlier periods, even quite small Greek cities 
produced pottery for their own locale. These varied 
widely in style and standards. Distinctive pottery 
that ranks as art was produced on some of the 
Aegean Islands, in Crete and in the wealthy Greek 
colonies of southern Italy and Sicily.
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12 Twelve

The range of colours which could be used 
on pots was restricted by the technology of 
firing, where black, white, red, and yellow 
were  the  most  common. In the three 
earlier periods, the pots were left their 
natural  light colour and were decorated 
with slip that turned black in the kiln.

The fully mature black-figure technique, 
with added red and white details and 
incising for outlines and details, originated 
in Corinth during the early 7th century B.C. 
and was introduced into Attica about a 
generation later; it flourished until the end 
of the 6th century B.C. The red-figure 
technique, invented in about 530 B.C., 
reversed this tradition, with the pots being 
painted  black and the figures painted in 
red. Red-figure vases slowly replaced the 
black-figure  style. Sometimes larger 
vessels were engraved as well as painted.

During the protogeometric and geometric 
periods, Greek pottery was decorated with 
abstract designs. In later periods, as the 
aesthetic shifted and the technical 
proficiency  of potters improved, 
decorations  took  the form of human 
figures, usually representing the Gods or 
the  heroes  of Greek history and 
mythology. Battle  and  hunting  scenes 
were also popular, since they allowed the 
depiction of the horse, which the Greeks 
held in high esteem. In later periods erotic 
themes, both heterosexual and male 
homosexual, became common.

By the later Archaic and early Classical 
period, Corinth and Athens, the two great 
commercial powers dominated. Their 
pottery was exported all over the Greek 
world, driving out the local varieties. Pots 
from Corinth and Athens are found as far 
afield as Spain and Ukraine and were so 
common in Italy that they were collected in 
the 18th century as ‘Etruscan vases.’ Many 
of these pots are mass-produced products 
of  low quality. In fact, by the 5th century 
BC, pottery had become an industry and 
pottery painting ceased to be an important 
art form.

History of Ancient Greek pottery
Ancient Greek pottery can be divided 
stylistically into five periods:

Protogeometric Period, 1050 – 900 B.C.  
circles, wavy lines, arcs

Geometric Period, 900 – 770 B.C. triangles, 
abstract motifs

The late Geometric or Archaic, 750 B.C. 

The Black Figure from the early 7th century 
B.C. 

The Red Figure, 530 B.C. 
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       Exercise

 Match the sentences from column A with the ones from column B.

                         A                                                              B

1- Ana went home. a-  Playing golf is his favorite activity.

2- John was in Miami for two days. b- Losing was not her favorite part of the game.

3- Sue played tennis yesterday. c- Greeting her dogs was really nice. 

4- Carol arrived early. d- Admiring the landscape had her amazed. 

5- Paul was in the club. e- He enjoyed visiting the beaches. 

6- Kathy was looking at the picture. f- She was worried about handing in her report.

W

riting

Greek pottery is frequently signed, by the 
potter or the master of the pottery, but only 
occasionally by the painter. Hundreds of 
painters are, however, identifiable by their 
artistic  personalities. Where their 
signatures  haven't survived they are 
named for their subject choices such as 
‘The Achilles Painter,’ or by the potter they 
worked for, such as the Late Archaic 
‘Kleophrades Painter,’ or even by their 
modern  locations,  such as the Late 
Archaic ‘Berlin Painter’.

 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  1

USING GERUND PHRASES AS 
THE SUBJECTS OF SENTENCES

The gerund phrases function as nouns. In other words, the form of a verb followed 
by ing and used as a noun is a gerund, working as the subject in a sentence.

e.g.      
 Going to the art museum was a fantastic experience.

 Painting a portrait must be difficult.
 
 Traveling to Athens should be like traveling in time.
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Gothic Art
Gothic art was a medieval art movement 
that lasted about 300 years. It began in 
France during the Romanesque period in 
the  mid-12th  century  concurrent with 
gothic  architecture in cathedrals. By the 
late  14th  century, it had evolved into a 
more secular and natural style known as 
‘international gothic,’ which continued until 
the late 15th century. The primary gothic 
art  mediums  were sculpture, panel 
painting, stained glass, frescos and 
illuminated manuscripts. Gothic art told a 
narrative story through pictures, both 
Christian and secular.

The earliest gothic art was Christian 
sculpture, born on the walls of cathedrals 
and abbeys. Christian art was often 
typographical in nature, displaying the 
stories of the New Testament and the Old 
Testament side by side.  The saint’s lives 
were often depicted.  Over time, images of 
the  Virgin Mary changed from the 
Byzantine  iconic form to a more human 
and  affectionate  mother, cuddling her 
infant, and showing the refined manners of 
a well-born aristocratic lady of the court.

Secular art became increasingly popular 
during this period with the growth of cities, 
the construction of universities, increased 
trade, a money-based economy and a 
bourgeois class who could afford to 
patronize the arts and commission works. 
This resulted in a proliferation of paintings 
and illuminated manuscripts.

Increased literacy and a growing body of 
secular vernacular literature encouraged 
the  representation  of secular themes in 
art. In the cities, trade guilds were formed 
and artists were often required to be 
members of a guild.  Better record keeping 
during this period means more artists of 
this time are known to us than in any 
previous period. Some artists were even 
so bold as to sign their names.

Gothic  wall sculpture was born in the 
middle of the 12th century, in Ile-de-France, 
when Abbot Suger built the abbey at St. 
Denis.  This is considered the first gothic 
building and, soon after that, the Chartres 
Cathedral was constructed. 

Prior to this there had been no sculpture 
tradition  in  Ile-de-France and sculptors 
had to be brought from Burgundy.  They 
created the revolutionary figures that act 
as columns in the Western (Royal) Portal 
of Chartres Cathedral. This never before 
seen architecture would provide the model 
for a generation of sculptors.

The  French ideas spread in Germany. 
From the Cathedral in Bamberg onward, 
their impact can be found everywhere. The 
Bamberg Cathedral held a large 
assemblage of 13th century sculpture,
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culminating in 1240, with the ‘Bamberg 
Rider’; the first equestrian statue in Western 
art since the 6th century.

In England, sculpture was confined more 
to tombs and non-figurine decorations.

In Italy, there was still a classical influence, 
but gothic made an appearance in the 
sculptures on pulpits such as the Pisa 
Baptistery pulpit and the Sienna pulpit.

Gothic sculpture evolved from the early stiff 
and elongated style, still partly 
Romanesque, into a spatial and naturalistic 
style in the late 12th and early 13th century. 
Influences from surviving ancient Greek 
and Roman sculptures were incorporated 
into the treatment of drapery, facial 
expression and pose.

By the end of the 15th century, 
Dutch-Burgundian sculptor, Claus Sluter, 
and the taste for naturalism signaled the 
beginning of the end of Gothic sculpture 
and the start of the classic Renaissance 
period.

Gothic Painting
Gothic painting did not appear until about 
1200, or nearly 50 years after the birth of 
Gothic architecture and sculpture. The 
transition from Romanesque to Gothic is 
very subtle, but we can see the beginnings 
of a style that is more somber, dark and 
emotional beginning first in England and 
France around 1200, in Germany around, 
1220 and in Italy around 1300.

Painting during the gothic period was 
practiced in four primary crafts: frescos, 
panel paintings, manuscript illumination 
and stained glass. 

Frescoes were used as the main pictorial 
narrative craft on church walls in southern 
Europe as a continuation of early Christian 
and Romanesque traditions. In the north, 
stained glass was the art of choice until the 
15th century.  Panel paintings are first seen 
in Italy in the 13th century and by the 15th 
century they dominated even stained glass. 
Illuminated manuscripts represent the most 
complete record of gothic painting, 
providing a record of styles in places where 
no monumental works have survived as 
expected. Painting with oil on canvas did 
not become popular until the 15th and 16th 
centuries and was a hallmark of 
Renaissance art.

Gothic Artists
• Lorenzo Maitani 1255-1330 Italian 

Sculptor/Architect 

• Arnolfo di Cambio 1264-1302 Italian 
Sculptor 

• Master of San Francesco Bardi 14th 
Century Italian Painter.

• Andrea Pisano 1295-1348 Italian       
Sculptor
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• Master of San Jacopo a Mucciana 14th 
Century Italian Painter

• Simone Martini 1285-1344 Italian Painter 

• Tino da Camaino 1285-1337 Italian 
Sculptor 

• Evrard d'Orleans 1292-1357 French 
Sculptor

Surrealism
Surrealist art and philosophy emerged at 
the beginning of the 20th century with 
French writer Andre Breton as its main 
theorist.

Some definitions of Surrealism are:

Dictionary: Surrealism, n. Pure psychic 
automatism, by which one proposes to 
express, either verbally, or in writing, or by 
any other manner, the real functioning of 
thought. Dictation of thought in the absence 
of all control exercised by reason, outside 
of all aesthetic and moral preoccupation.
Encyclopedia: Surrealism. Philosophy. 
Surrealism is based on the belief in the 
superior reality of certain forms of previously 
neglected associations, in the omnipotence 
of dream, in the disinterested play of 
thought. It tends to ruin once and for all, all 
other psychic mechanisms and to substitute 
itself for them in solving all the principal 
problems of life. 

Breton would later qualify the first of these 
definitions by saying that surrealism 
required the absence of conscious moral 
or aesthetic self-censorship and that these 
definitions were capable of considerable 
expansion. Like those involved in dada, 
surrealism adherents thought the horrors 
of World War I were the culmination of the 
industrial revolution and the result of the 
rational mind. Consequently, irrational 
thought, or dream-states, were seen as the 
natural antidote to those social problems.
While Dada rejected categories and labels 
and was rooted in negative response to the 
First World War, Surrealism promotes the 
idea that ordinary and depictive expressions 
are vital and important.  Marxist and 
Freudian theory also played a significant 
role in the development of surrealist theory 
and, in turn, surrealism contributed to the 
development of Marxist theory.

Surrealists consider realism and capitalist 
civilization to be a problem caused by false 
rationality and social and academic 
convention limiting the human mind.  
Surrealist philosophy has much in common 
with the theories of psychiatrist, Sigmund 
Freud.  Freud asserted that unconscious 
thoughts (the thoughts one is not aware of) 
motivate human behavior, and he 
advocated free association and dream 
analysis to reveal unconscious thoughts.
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The End of Surrealism as an 
Organized Movement

There is no official ‘end’ of the Surrealist 
movement. Some historians suggest that 
the movement was effectively ended by 
WWII, others treat the movement as 
extending through the 1950s. Art historian, 
Sarane Alexandrian, states that, "the death 
of André Breton in 1966 marked the end of 
Surrealism as an organized movement." 
However, some who knew Breton and were 
part of groups he founded or approved of, 
have continued to be active well after his 
death. For example, The Czech Surrealism 
Group in Prague, though driven 
underground in 1968, re-emerged in the 
1990s and, in 1976, the largest-ever 
exhibition of international surrealism, the 
World Surrealist Exhibition, opened in 
Chicago. Still other groups and artists, not 
connected to Breton, have claimed the 
Surrealist label. Observations that tie the 
fate of the movement to Breton's life, fly in 
the face of his statement that the movement 
would continue after him.
In addition, Surrealism lives on, as a 
prominent critic of rationalism and 
capitalism and its theory of integrated 
aesthetics and ethics had influence on later 
movements including many aspects of 
postmodernism.

Aritist Giorgio de Chirico was one of the 
important interpreters of the philosophical 
and visual aspects of Surrealism. Between 
1911 and 1917, he adopted a very primary 
colour palette and an unornamented 
epictional style which would be adopted by 
others later. ‘La Tour Rouge’ from 1913, 
shows the stark colour contrasts and 
illustrative style later adopted by Surrealist 
painters. His 1914, ‘La Nostalgie du poete’ 
has the figure turned away from the viewer 
and the juxtaposition of a bust with glasses 
and a fish as a relief which defies 
conventional realistic explanation. He was 
also a writer. 

His novel Hebdomeros presents a series 
of dreamscapes with an unusual use of 
punctuation, syntax and grammar designed 
to create a particular atmosphere and frame 
around its images.

His images, including set designs for the 
‘Ballet Russe,’ would create a decorative 
form of visual Surrealism and he would be 
an influence on two figures who would be 
even more closely associated with 
Surrealism in the public mind: Dalí and 
Magritte.
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    Reading Comprehension

ANA: Look! These paintings are really nice.  
 Which one do you prefer?

SAM: I like the landscape better.

ANA: The landscape? Why?

SAM: It looks nicer.

ANA: Well, I like the canvas better. It has  
 brighter colors.

SAM: I'd like to get it, but there's no price tag.

ANA: Excuse me, how much is this   
 painting?

CLERK: It's $ 1,000. 
     Would you like to buy it?

ANA: Uh! No, that's ok.

R
eading

 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  2

USING COMPARISONS

In this ocassion, we are going to use comparatives to express that something is 
changing continuously.
e. g.  More and more,  harder and harder,  less, as…….as
  1- It's getting more and more difficult to find honest people.
  2- Your Spanish is improving. It's getting better and better everyday.
  3- John didn't do as well in the test as he expected.
  4- I don't have as many friends as you do.

  Less than is similar to not as…..as
  I spent less time than you.
  The stadium was less crowed than usual.
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      Exercises

a- Make sentences using a comparative adjective and the word ‘than.’

Miami / big / Gainesville _______________________________________________

My brother / old / me _________________________________________________

My new car / big / the old one __________________________________________

Traveling by plane / comfortable / going by bus _____________________________

Renting a vídeo / cheap / going to the theater ______________________________

 b- Re-write the sentences using the following words and comparatives to express  
‘the same’  (as ... as).

 BIG WEIGHT LONG OLD HEIGHT

 1. Pete and Sue are both 20.____________________________________________

 2. That ball is exactly the same size as that one. _____________________________

 3. This arrow is the same length as that one. _______________________________

 4. I weigh 80 kilograms and so does Paul. _________________________________

 5. Carlos is five feet tall and so is John. ___________________________________

   IMPRESSIONISM

Impressionism was a 19th century art 
movement that began as a loose 
association of Paris-based artists who 
began publicly exhibiting their art in the 
1860s. The name of the movement is 
derived from Claude Monet's painting, 
‘Sunrise.’ Critic Louis Leroy inadvertently 
coined the term in a satiric review published 

W

riting

in Le Charivari. The influence of 
Impressionism spread beyond the art world 
leading to Impressionist music and 
Impressionist literature.

Characteristics of impressionist painting 
are: visible brushstrokes, light colors, open 
composition, emphasis on light’s changing
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qualities, ordinary subject matter and 
unusual visual angles. Impressionism also 
describes art done in this style but outside 
of the late 19th century time period.

Radicals during their time, early 
impressionists broke the picture-making 
rules of earlier generations. They captured 
a fresh and original vision that seemed 
strange and unfinished to the viewing public. 
Rejecting attempts to portray ideal beauty, 
the impressionists looked instead to beauty 
in candid day-to-day living. They painted 
‘en plein air’ or outdoors rather than in a 
studio and tried to capture the momentary 
and transient aspects of sunlight.

Impressionist paintings feature short, 
‘broken’ brush strokes of pure, untinted and 
unmixed pigments that give an appearance 
of spontaneity and vitality. The surfaces of 
the paintings are often textured with thick 
paint, a characteristic which set them apart 
from their predecessors who aimed to 
minimize the perception that one is looking 
at paint on canvas. Compositions are 
simplified and innovative and the emphasis 
is an overall effect rather than upon details.

Beginnings
In an atmosphere of change, as Emperor 
Napoleon III rebuilt Paris and waged war, 
the ‘Académie des Beaux-arts’ dominated 

the French art scene in the middle of the 
19th century. Art at the time was considered 
a conservative enterprise and innovations 
fell within the Académie's defined borders. 
The Académie set the standards for French 
painting.

In addition to dictating the content of 
paintings, historical, religious themes, and 
portraits were valued, the Académie 
commanded which techniques artists 
should use. 

They valued somber, conservative colours 
and refined images which mirrored reality 
when closely examined. 

The Académie encouraged artists to 
eliminate all traces of brush strokes 
essentially isolating art from the artist's 
personality, emotions, and working 
techniques.
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Best artists in the world
2. Art Museums
3. Contemporary art

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

03
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. What do you know about the renaissance music?
2. What do you know about the classical music era?
3. Who are the legends of the 20th century?

MUSIC AND 
MUSICAL LEGENDS

"Music makes the people come together, music makes the 
bourgeoisie and the rebels."
               - Madonna and Mirwais Ahmadzai

MY GOAL:  After I finish Scenario 03, I'll be able to make requests with modals 
and if clauses, indirect requests, and I’ll explore the future perfect tense. I'll also learn 
about the development of music through history. 

   INTRODUCTION
Prehistoric music, commonly called primitive music, is the name given to all music 
produced  in  preliterate cultures, beginning somewhere in the very late geological 
history.
The prehistoric era is considered to have ended with the development of writing, and 
with it, by definition, prehistoric music. "Ancient music" is the name given to music that 
followed. In European musical history, the era of ancient music began around 1500 B.C., 
and ended with the fall of the Roman Empire in 476 A.C. This was followed by the early 
music era.
"Early music" is a general term used to 
describe music in the European classical 
tradition between the fall of the Roman 
Empire, in 476 A.C.,  until the end of the 
Baroque era in the middle of the 18th 
century. Music within this enormous span 
of time was extremely diverse, 
encompassing multiple cultural traditions 
within a wide geographic area. Many of the 
cultural groups out of which medieval 
Europe developed already had musical 
traditions, of whom a few are known. What 
unified these cultures in the Middle Ages 
was the Roman Catholic Church, and its 
music served as the main point for musical 
development in the first thousand years of 
this period. 
Little Non-Christian music from this period 
survived, due to its suppression by the 
Church and the absence of music notation; 
however, folk music of modern Europe 
probably has roots at least as far back as 
the Middle Ages. 
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Medieval Music

While musical life was undoubtedly rich in 
the early Medieval era, as attested by artistic 
depictions of instruments, writings about 
music and other records, the only repertory 
of music which has survived from before 
800 A.C. to the present day is the  liturgical 
plainsong music of the Roman Catholic 
Church, the largest part of which is called 
the Gregorian chant. Pope Gregory I, who 
gave his name to the musical repertory and 
made himself a composer, is usually 
claimed to be the originator of the musical 
port ion of the l i turgy in i ts 

present form, though the sources giving 
details on his contribution date from more 
than a hundred years after his death. Many 
scholars believe that his reputation as a 
composer has been exaggerated by the 
legend. Most of the chant repertory was 
composed anonymously in the centuries 
between the time of Gregory and 
Charlemagne.

Black Death, however, swept around the 
world in 1350 and changed everything. It 
said goodbye to the Middle Ages, when 
their activities were vividly recorded and 
well-documented with notated music. Their 
music mixed folk song styles with penitential 
or apocalyptic texts to form the first steps 
of renaissance music.

Renaissance Music.
The beginning of the Renaissance music 
is not as clearly marked as the beginning 
of the Renaissance in other disciplines, 
and arts. It did not begin in Italy, but in 
northern Europe, specifically in the area 
currently comprising central and northern 
France, the Netherlands, and Belgium.
 
The invention of printing press had a huge 
influence on the dissemination of musical 
styles and, along with the movement of the 
Franco-Flemish musicians throughout 
Europe, contributed to the establishment 
of the first truly international style in 
European music since the unification of 
Gregorian chant under Charlemagne seven 
hundred years before. 

Music at that time explored complex 
counterpoints; possibly the most extreme 
expression of this tendency is found in the 
music of Nicolas Gombert, whose 
contrapuntal complexities influenced early 
instrumental music, such as the canzona 

and the ricercar, culminating in Baroque 
fugal forms.

By the middle of the 16th century, the 
international style began to break down, and 
several highly diverse stylistic trends
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became evident; a trend towards simplicity 
in sacred music, as directed by the 
Counter-Reformation Council of Trent. 

Most parts of Europe had active and 
well-differentiated, musical traditions. One 
of the most revolutionary movements in this 
era took place in Florence in the 1570s and 
1580s, with the work of the Florentine 
Camerata, who ironically had a reactionary 
intent. Dissatisfied with what they saw as 
contemporary musical depravities, their 
goal was to restore the music of the ancient 
Greeks. Chief among them were Vincenzo 
Galilei, the father of the astronomer: Galileo 
Galilei, and Giulio Caccini. The results of 
their masterpieces was a declamatory 
melodic singing style known as "monody", 
and a corresponding dramatic form 
consisting of staged, acted "monody": a 
form known today as opera. The first 
operas, written around 1600 A.C., also 
define the end of the Renaissance and the 
beginning of the Baroque era. Johann 
Sebastian Bach is one of the most notable 
composers of the Baroque period.

Baroque Music
Instrumental music becomes dominant, and 
most major music forms were defined. 
‘Counterpoint’ is one of the major forces in 
both instrumental and vocal music of this 
period. Although a strong religious musical 
tradition continues, secular music comes 
to the fore with the development of the 
sonata, the concerto, and the concerto 
grosso. Much Baroque music is designed 
by improvisation, with a figured bass 
provided by the composer for the performer 
to flesh out and ornament.

The three outstanding composers of the 
period are Johann Sebastian Bach, George 
Frideric Handel, and Antonio Vivaldi, but a 
host of other composers, some with huge 
output, were active in the period. 

One of the main instruments of this period 
was the harpsichord, which played a central 
role in a great deal of Baroque music.

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

REQUEST WITH MODALS AND IF CLAUSES.

Can I use your trumpet?  
Could you please turn the music on?
Is it OK if we go to the concert?
Do you mind if I play the piano?
Would it be ok if my father buys me a cello?
Would you mind if I use your violin
I wonder if you can lend me some money
I was wondering if you’d mind that I take your CDs. 
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       Exercise

Complete the sentences using would and one of the following verbs.

          Enjoy            Stop             Phone            Do              Enjoy             Be

1. You should go and see the concert, you _______________________________ it.

2. Why don't you go and see John? He__________________very happy to see you.

3. I was in a hurry when I saw you, otherwise I ________________________ to talk.
  
4. It's a shame you couldn't come to the music show yesterday. You _______________.

5. They help me a lot. I don't know what I _____________________ without their help.

6. I _____________________________ you last night, but I didn't have your number.

W
riting

Classical Music Era
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's compositions 
characterized music of the classical era. 

The Classical period is characterized by 
homophonic texture, or an obvious melody 
with accompaniment. Counterpoint was still 
used, but it became a decorative flourish, 
often used near the end of a work or for a 
single movement. 

Much classical piano music uses Alberti 
bass, an accompaniment with a repeated 
pattern. Instrumental music is dominated 
by several well-defined forms: the sonata, 
the symphony and the concerto. 

All three derive from sonata form, which is 
used to refer both to the overlying form of 
an entire work and the structure of a single 
movement. Sonata form matured during 
the classical era to become the primary 
form of instrumental compositions 
throughout the 19th century.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart is the central figure of the classical period and his phenomenal 
and varied output in all genres defines our perception of the period. Ludwig van Beethoven 
and Franz Schubert are transitional composers, leading into the Romantic period, with 
their expansion of existing genres and forms.
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Romantic Music
In the Romantic period, music becomes 
more expressive and emotional, expanding 
to encompass literature, art, and philosophy. 
Famous composers include Schumann, 
Chopin, Mendelssohn, Bellini, and Berlioz. 
The late 19th century sees a dramatic 
expansion in the size of the orchestra, and 
in the role of concerts as part of urban 
society. Famous composers from the 
second half of the century include Johann 
Strauss II, Brahms, Liszt, Tchaikovsky, 
Verdi, and Wagner.

Legends of the 20th Century
The Beatles were a British pop and rock 
group from Liverpool. They are widely 
regarded as the most important and 
successful musical group of all time, having 
achieved broad popular success, critical 
acclaim and cultural influence. The group 
shattered many sales records and charted 
more than 50 top 40 hit singles, including 
20 #1's in the USA alone.
Dubbed "The Fab Four", the Beatles were 
John Lennon (1940 - 1980), Paul 
McCartney (born 1942), George Harrison 
(1943 - 2001), and Ringo Starr. The Beatles 
created a sensation in late 1963 in the UK 
(the phenomenon was dubbed 
"Beatlemania" by the British press), notable 
for the hordes of screaming and swooning 
young women the group inspired.
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Elvis Presley: Elvis Aron Presley ( 1935 
–1977), also known as The King of Rock 
and Roll (sometimes shortened to "The 
King") was an American singer and actor. 
According to the Rolling Stone magazine 
"Elvis Presley is rock 'n' roll" and called his 
body of work "acres of perfect material." 
During an active recording career that 
spanned more than two decades, Presley 
set and broke many records for both 
concert attendance and sales. He had more 
than 100 singles in the US top 40 and 18 
went to number one.

Bob Marley: Robert Nesta Marley, (1945 
– 1981) better known as Bob Marley, was 
a Jamaican singer, guitarist, songwriter and 
activist. He is the most widely known 
reggae musician of all time, famous for 
popularising the genre outside of Jamaica. 
Much of his work deals with the struggles 
of the impoverished and/or powerless. Bob 
Marley is also renowned for the way in 
which he spread faith through his music.

Francis Albert Sinatra (1915 –1998) was 
an American singer who is considered one 
of the finest vocalists of all time, renowned 
for his impeccable phrasing and timing. 
Many critics place him alongside, Elvis 
Presley, and The Beatles as the most 
important popular music figures of the 20th 
century. Sinatra launched a second career 
as a dramatic film actor, and became 
admired for a screen persona distinctly 
tougher than his smooth singing style. 
Sinatra also had a larger-than-life presence 
in the public eye, and as "The Chairman of 
the Board", he became an American icon, 
known for his brash, sometimes swaggering 
attitude, as embodied by his signature song 
"My Way". 
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GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  2

 INDIRECT REQUEST

You use indirect request questions to ask for information or help.
When you are talking about a question that someone has asked you, you use a 
reported question. Examples:

1- She asked me why I was so late

2- He wanted to know where I was going

              Exercise

Rewrite these as yes/no questions

1. I wonder if George is at home?______________________________________

2. Could you tell me if the shop is still open?_____________________________

3. Do you know if this seat is free?_____________________________________

4. I want to know if I can book a room?_________________________________

5. Do you know whether Mary will be coming?____________________________

6. Do you know if John called this evening?______________________________

W

riting

Use the future perfect to talk about an event that will be finished and complete 
before a specified time in the future. 

This time next week, I will have finished this project. 

Phrases often seen with this use of the future continuous include: 
By ..., This time next week...,  In __ years’ time...; when + present simple; by 
the time + present simple. 
When you arrive, I’ll have prepared the dinner. 
By the time I get home, my mum will probably have tidied the house. 

The future perfect is also used to make predictions about future events that will be 
complete before a specified future time. 

Do you think Mel will have eaten all the chocolate cake? 
No, she won’t have done that!   

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 3

FUTURE PERFECT
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Contemporary Music
2. History of music genres

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

04
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. How much do you know about fashion?
2. What are urban tribes?
3. What do you know about the fashion cycles?

FASHION
"Clothes, or fortune gives grace; or the feature, or the youth. but the 
language and the truth, with the ardour and the passion, gives the 
lover weight and fashion"
 - Ben Jonson

MY GOAL: When I complete Scenario 4, I'll understand the difference between 
past continuous and simple past , and how to use the past perfect correctly. I'll also 
learn about the wonderful world of fashion.

  INTRODUCTION

The term fashion applies to a characteristic means of expression or presentation; fashion 
may follow trends, which gain or lose popularity. A fashion is also a design (as in a 
'curious fashion') or a method (as 'cruel fashion'). Fashion in clothes has allowed wearers 
to express agreement or solidarity with other people for millennia. Modern people have 
a wide array of choices available in the selection of their clothes. What a person chooses 
to wear can reflect that person's taste or likes. When people who have cultural influence 
start to wear new or different clothes a fashion trend may start; people who like or respect 
them may start to wear clothes of a similar  style.

Fashion may vary significantly within a 
social group according to the status, and 
age. If, for example, an older person 
dresses according to the fashion of young 
people, he or she may look ridiculous in 
the eyes of both young and older people. 
The term "fashion victim" refers to 
someone who slavishly follows the current 
fashions (implementations of fashion).

Fashion, by definition, changes constantly. 
The change may proceed more rapidly 
than in most other fields of human activity 
(language, thought, etc). For some, 
modern fast-paced change in fashion 
embodies many of the negative aspects 
of capitalism: it results in waste and 
encourages people and consumers to buy 
things that are unnecessary.
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Others, especially young people, enjoy the 
diversity that changing fashion can 
apparently provide, seeing the constant 
change as a way to satisfy their desire to 
experience "new" and "interesting" things. 
Note too that although fashion can change 
to enforce uniformity, as in the case where 
so-called Mao suits became the national 
uniform of Mainland China. 

Materially affluent societies can offer a 
variety of different fashions, in clothes or 
accessories, to choose from. At the same 
time there remains an equal or larger 
number of fashions designated (at least 
currently) 'out of fashion'. These or similar 
fashions may cyclically come back 'into 
fashion' in due time, and remain 'in fashion' 
again for a while. 

Practically every aspect of appearance that 
can be changed has been changed at 
some moment in time. In the past, new 
discoveries in lesser-known parts of the 
world could provide an impetus to change 
fashions based on the exotic: Europe in 
the eighteenth or nineteenth centuries, for 
example, favoured Turkish things at one 
time, Chinese things at another, and 
Japanese things at a third. The global 
village has reduced the options of exotic 
novelty in more recent times.

What is Fashion? 
For centuries individuals or societies have 
used clothes and other body adornment 
as a form of nonverbal communication to 
indicate occupation, rank, gender, sexual 
availability, locality, class, wealth and group 
affiliation. Fashion is a form of free speech.  
It not only embraces clothing, but also 
accessories, jewellery, hairstyles,beauty 
and body art. What we wear and how and 
when we wear it, provides others with a 
shorthand to read the surface of a social 
situation.

 
Fashion as a System of Signs  
Fashion is a language of signs, symbols 
and iconography that communicates 
meanings about individuals and groups 
non-verbally. Fashion in all its forms from 
a tattooed and pierced navel, to the newest 
hairstyle, is the best form of iconography 
we have to express individual identity. It

enables us to make ourselves understood 
with a quick glance by the onlooker.

Fashion as a Gauge of 
Cultural Changes 
How we perceive the beauty or ugliness of 
our bodies depends on our cultural attitudes 
towards physiognomy. The accepted 
beautiful female form that Rubens painted 
is subliminally undesirable nowadays, if we 
are to be thought beautiful in a way that 
the majority accepts in the 21st century. 
Today an inability to refashion and reshape 
our bodies whilst constantly monitoring the 
cultural ideal leaves us failing the fashion 
test.  

Those that pass the fashion test invariably 
spend their lives absorbed in a circle of 
diet, exercise, cosmetic surgery and other 
regimes. This includes the rigors of 
shopping in search of the ultimate garb.
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 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1
Past continuous and simple past
Past continuous  Simple past

She was modeling in the NY fashion week When the murder occurred.

They were buying diamonds in Johannesburg While I was in jail.

We were crossing the border Until immigration caught us
Remember: When we use the past continuous for an action in the past, we use the 
simple past for an event that interrupted the action or happened at the same time.

The Need for Tribal Belonging
Our  reluctance  to give ourselves a 
regular makeover through diet, exercise, 
and  consistently  conscious use of 
specific dress styles infers that we have 
the personality flaws of a weak willed 
human. We become, in the eyes of 
fashion amateur, somewhat inadequate 
and imperfect in the fashion stakes. Thus 
we strive to keep a culturally satisfying 
appearance so that we feel better, 
whereas in fact we are striving to stay in 
the tribe, whatever type of tribe that may 
be.

Group  affiliation  is our prime concern 
with regard to fashion.  As long as some 
group similarity is identified within the 
group, our personal fashion whether 
current or dated can belong to any tribe. 
It is the sense of belonging marked by 
how we fashion ourselves that gives us 
the tribal connection.

Roles
An innate characteristic of human beings 
is the desire to strive for differentiation.  
The   removal of Sumptuary Laws and 
rigid dress codes has enabled the 
individual to use fashion as a means to 
identify clearly the many different roles 
that a person plays in any one day.

Sociologists   borrowed the word ‘role’ 
from the theatre because, like actors, 
individuals play many parts and each part 
has to be learnt.  Roles are continually

learned  and  rehearsed and relearned. 
They are also shared, because like the 
actors on a stage, fluid interaction only 
occurs if all the performers know the 
behaviour expected.

Class Stratification
The Edwardians were experts in the art of 
role play. They had had sufficient time to 
adjust to the new patterns of behaviour 
established by the Victorians.

The  Edwardians were socially stratified 
into those who wore tailor made clothing 
down to those who wore other people's 
cast-offs. 

The  poor  simply looked poor, because 
their outfit portrayed them. Whilst the rich 
and 'nouveau riche' displayed their wealth 
through an iconography of signs and 
symbols that enhanced their body image 
in the eyes of those that saw themselves 
as socially inferior. 
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Role Setting

Roles and activities are closely linked to 
what people wear.  People are affected by 
their role-set, which includes boyfriends, 
girlfriends, sisters, brothers, friends, 
husbands, lovers, mothers, fathers, 
grandparents, relatives, employers, 
customers, clients, work mates, business 
colleagues, peer and age groups.
The people with whom a purchaser interacts 
affect the final purchase, and this applies 
to any fashion dominated item from interior 
furnishings to choice of cars. Likewise, the 
purchase of fashionable clothes, fabrics, or 
accessories becomes a visual currency and 
speaks volumes silently. The tools of 
fashion provide the signs and symbols that 
function as an information service for the 
role-set. 
People are so aware that others make 
judgments about them through their clothes 
and accessories that many run up huge 
debts to appear as though they belong to 
a particular lifestyle.  Frequently the rest of 
their role-set are doing likewise.  Members 
of the role-set often encourage them.  Only 
individuals with a strong sense of self 
identity stick their necks out and admit to 
wear items that others might consider 
dubious or passé.

Occupation, Status and Purpose 
of Clothing

Those with high status occupations will wear 
the clothes they think others expect them 
to wear. They don’t wish to experience role 
conflict by wearing the incorrect clothing. It 
is from the clothes a person wears that we 
get our first impression of personality.  They 
provide mental clues to a person's status 
and occupational role, as well as being a 
means of conforming to peer group 
expectations. 
Clothes also have the utilitarian function of 
providing both protection from the extremes 
of the elements, keeping us warm or cool 
or safe. They also act as an aid to modesty 
or immodesty as the wearer so desires.
The state of a person's clothes is 
synonymous with self respect and is a sign 
of respectability.  It also adds another sign 
that the person has sufficient status in 
society to maintain at the cost of time and 
money, laundering, dry cleaning and repair. 
To be respectable, some expense has to 
be incurred in the maintenance of 
cleanliness and neatness.
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 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 2

 Past perfect

Past action   Past perfect action

I was going to play tennis  But I had forgotten to bring my racquet

When I met her  Someone had stolen her heart

When I came back to Colombia My parents had prepared a great party
Remember: We use past perfect for events that happened before another action 
or time period in the past.

        Exercise

Put the verbs in brackets into the past simple or the past continuous tense to 
complete the sentences.

1. He _____________ at over 90 kilometers an hour when the accident 

 ___________     (drive) (occur)

2. The thieves ____________ while we ____________ (break in) (sleep)

3. Someone ____________ with my clothes while I ____________ (run off) (swim)

4. When she ____________ soccer, she ____________ her leg (play) (break)

5. I ____________ my wife when we ____________ in Miami (meet) (work)

6. I _________________ in the store when I ______________ my purse. (shop) (lose)

Fashion Cycles
The young have not always been 
dominant in fashion history. Until the 
Victorian Era, a fashion look took between 
10 and 15 years to permeate country 
areas. Once rail travel improved mass 
communication between country and city, 
the cycle of fashion speeded up so fast, 
that by the Edwardian Era in 1901, fashion 
was moving in a yearly cycle.

Emancipation of Women and the 
contribution of all classes of women to the 
1914-1918 war enabled and encouraged 
women to adop t more

W

riting
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practical clothing and to try out new styles 
in fashion, hair and beauty.

The millennium brought everyday changes 
in lifestyle including fitness and health 
pursuits, car and air travel and centrally 
heated environments. All of this created 
a need for clothing fashion designed for 
the way we live now. How we perceive 
ourselves and what we want to say to 
society in a very visual camera-obsessed 
culture, is still expressed through our 
bodies, the way we wear clothes, jewellery 
and body art. 

Today fashion and beauty can be 
affordable for everyone. There is always 
a range such as Avon that provides quality 
beauty, make up and accessory products 
at prices most can afford. Mass fashion 
is moving so fast that fashion now goes 
in a weekly cycle and fashion trends are 
hot for a short time only.

Haute Couture 
(French for 'high sewing') It is a common 
term for high fashion as produced in Paris 
and imitated in other fashion capitals such 
as New York, London, and Milan. 
Sometimes it is used only to refer to 
French fashion; at other times it refers to 
any unique stylish design made to order 
for wealthy and high-status clients.
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Use the future perfect continuous to talk about an event that will be in progress for 
some time before a specified time in the future. 

Janet will be really tired when we get home. She will have been looking after the 
children all day! 

It can be used to make predictions about event that will be in progress before a 
specified time in the future. 

 Joe won’t mind that we are late. He won’t have been waiting long. 

It can be used to predict what was happening in the past.  

“What do you think the men were doing in the store room?” 
“Don’t worry. They will have been unpacking boxes.”      

Both the fixed future time and the length of time are often mentioned in future 
perfect continuous sentences. 

By the end of this week, I’ll have been working here for five months. 
Fixed future time:           the end of this week 
Length of time:                 five months 

But this is not always the case. 
Anne will be in a bad mood at the party this evening because she’ll have been 
doing housework.  

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 3

FUTURE PERFECT CONTINUOUS
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Urban Tribes
2. Fashion events in your country

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

05
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. In your own words, what does ‘money’ mean?
2. What are the uses of money?
3. What is the history of coins and paper money?

MONEY
"Money is only a tool. It will take you wherever you wish, but it will 

not replace you as the driver."
-Ayn Rand

                                                                                                              

MY GOAL:   After I complete Scenario 5, I'll be able to write noun phrases with 
relative clauses, and make requests. I'll also learn about Money and tips on how to use 
it properly.

MONEY

Money is anything that is commonly 
accepted by a group of people for the 
exchange of goods, services, or 
resources. Every country has its own 
system of coins and paper money. 

Money is an important feature of 
virtually every economy. Without money, 
members of a society must rely on the 
barter system in order to trade goods 
and services. Unfortunately, the barter 
system has an important downside in 
that it requires a double coincidence of 
wants - in other words; the two parties 
engaged in a trade must both want 
what the other is offering. This feature 
makes the barter system highly 
inefficient. For example, a plumber 
looking to feed his family would have 
to search out a farmer who needs
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plumbing work done on his house or farm. If such a farmer were not available, the 
plumber would have to figure out how to trade his services for something that the 
farmer wanted so that the farmer would be willing to sell food to the plumber. Luckily, 
money largely solves this problem.

In order to understand much of macroeconomics, it's crucial to have a clear definition 
of what money is. In general, people tend to use the term "money" as a synonym for 
"wealth" (e.g. "Warren Buffett has a lot of money"), but economists are quick to clarify 
that the two terms are not in fact synonymous. In economics, the term money is used 
specifically to refer to currency, which is, in most cases, not an individual's only source 
of wealth or assets. In most economies, this currency is in the form of paper bills and 
metal coins that the government has created, but technically anything can serve as 
money as long as it possesses three important properties:

• The item serves as a medium of exchange. In order for an item to be 
considered money, it must be widely accepted as payment for goods and 
services. In this way, money creates efficiency because it eliminates uncertainty 
regarding what is going to be accepted as payment by various businesses. 
 

• The item serves as a unit of account. In order for an item to be considered 
money, it must be the unit that prices, bank balances, etc. are reported in. 
Having a consistent unit of account creates efficiency since it would be pretty 
confusing to have the price of bread quoted as a number of fish, the price of fish 
quoted in terms of t-shirts, and so on. 

 
• The item serves as a store of value. In order for an item to be considered 

money, it has to (to a reasonable degree) hold its purchasing power over time. 
This feature of money adds to efficiency because it gives producers and 
consumers flexibility in the timing of purchases and sales, eliminating the need 
to immediately trade one's income for goods and services. 

COINS AND PAPER MONEY
Metals objects were introduced as money 
around 5000 B.C. By 700 BC, the Lydians 
became the first in the Western world to make 
coins. Countries were soon minting their own 
series of coins with specific values. Metal was 
used because it was readily available, easy to 
work with and could be recycled. Since coins 
were given a certain value, it became easier to 
compare the cost of items people wanted.
Some of the earliest known paper money dates 
back to China, where the issue of paper money 
became common from about AD 960 onwards.
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  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  1

DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES

Defining relative clauses are usually introduced by a relative pronoun such as 
THAT,  WHICH,  WHO,  OR WHOSE

The man who you met yesterday was my father
The car which hit me belonged to Pat

When we are talking about people you use that or who in relative clauses

SHE WAS THE WOMAN WHO WROTE ME THE LETTER

When we are talking about things, you use that or which in relative clauses

I WILL TELL YOU THE FIRST THING WHICH I CAN REMEMBER

       Exercise

  Complete these sentences by adding the following words
 
 WHEN WHERE WHOSE WHY

Do you remember the time ____________________________ we got lost? 

John? Is he the one ____________________________  bike you borrowed?

Carlos is the one ______________________________ desk is next to mine.

They are building a hotel on the street _______________________ we live.

Can you give me a reason _________________________ I should help you?

This is definitely the place _________________________ I left it.

W

riting

Focus Culture Sc 1 - 6.pdf   45   11/04/2014   11:57:25 a.m.



41 Forty-one

REPRESENTATIVE MONEY 
With the introduction of paper currency and non-precious coinage, commodity money 
evolved into representative money. This meant that what money itself was made of 
no longer had to be very valuable. 

 

Representative money was backed by a government or bank's promise to exchange 
it for a certain amount of silver or gold. For example, the old British Pound bill or Pound 
Sterling was once guaranteed to be redeemable for a pound of sterling silver.
For most of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the majority of currencies were 
based on representative money through the use of the gold standard.

FIAT MONEY

Representative money has now been 
replaced by fiat money. Fiat is the Latin 
word for "let it be done". Money is now 
given value by a government fiat or 
decree, in other words enforceable 
legal tender laws were made. By law 
the refusal of "legal tender" money in 
favor of some other form of payment 
is illegal. 

Photo: mortonsantiquestn.com
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 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  2

REQUESTS

We usually make requests using the following expressions

Can you?  Would you mind?

Could you? Would you mind if...?

I wonder if you'd mind? Would you be able to...?

Could you lend me your camera?

Would you mind taking me to the airport?

DOLLAR SIGN ($)

The origin of the "$" sign is not certain. 
Many historians trace the $ sign to either 
the Mexican or Spanish "P's" for pesos, or 
piastres, or pieces of eight. The study of 
old manuscripts shows that the "S," 
gradually came to be written over the "P," 
looking very much like the "$" mark. 

EXCERPTS ON “HOW TO MANAGE YOUR 
MONEY: TEN TIPS FOR REGULAR PEOPLE” 

by s.e. Jones

Below are ten tips for regular people on how to manage money.

1 - Use a budget. Yes, it is a drag having to make up and stick to a budget. But, 
doing so will do two major things for you. The first is, it will show you where all 
your money goes every month. The second is, it will help you see very clearly if 
you are spending more than you make. 
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2 - Save some. Every single person that has 
an income should have some form of 
savings: whether it's dropping some coins in 
a jar, or a portion of your paycheck into a 
savings account. If you don't save, you won't 
have money for when emergencies come up, 
and you won't have money when it comes 
time to retire.
3 - Cut out impulse buying. One of the 
biggest mistakes regular people make with 
their money is impulse buying. It sucks up far 
more of your money than you are aware of 
and generally gives you very little return 
value. The solution, make a firm decision to 
stop all impulse buying, especially around 
the holidays, and stick to it.

4 - Stop being lazy. Probably the second biggest mistake regular people make with 
their money, is being lazy. They don't shop around for a better price. They don't do their 
homework when making major purchases. They don't take the time to learn what 
things mean and wind up with mortgages they don't understand. So, if you want to 
manage your money better, take a more active role in how it's being spent.
5 - Get a plan. You can't just get up, go to work, come home, eat and go to bed. Life 
keeps going on whether or not you are paying attention. Managing your money means 
managing your life. It means looking forward towards the future and making plans to 
get there.

6 - Stop reaching. Another thing that really 
messes up regular people's financial situations, is 
buying beyond their means. It means buying things 
you can't afford or expecting to be able to live at a 
certain standard of living simply because you 
believe you deserve it, even if you can't afford it. If 
you want to manage your money well, accept what 
you earn and live within your means. If you can't 
accept it, then go figure out how to make more, 
rather than just spending more at the expense of 
your future.
7 - Give some away. Nothing makes you 
appreciate your money more than how you feel 
when you give some of it away. Pick a charity and 
start giving.
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8 - Get off the credit-crutch. There is 
this thing that happens to people 
when they start relying on credit cards 
to get them through whatever crises 
may be at hand. They start to feel like 
they couldn't survive without the 
safety net. The thing is, more often 
than not, it's an illusion. You probably 
could very easily survive without any 
credit cards at all. You just don't want 
to, because what if you want 
something that you can't afford? Get 
over it.
9 - Invest. Everyone should invest 
some of their money. This is in 
addition to putting some money into 
savings. Invest in safe things, like
gold, or treasury bills. It's just good to diversify.

10 - Look for money drains. Finally, 
look into how some of your money 
might be slipping away each month 
unnoticed. Look at your electricity bill 
for example. Every month you are 
likely paying for the luxury of having all 
your electronics stay warmed up and 
ready for you to go. Put them on 
power strips and turn those power 
strips off after using your equipment 
and you'll likely see an immediate, 
noticeable reduction in your bill. There 
are other things like this that you might 
look into as well. Look closer at what 
you are paying for. 

Photo: lenpenzo.com
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    Exercise

Write requests for these situations.

1.  You want a friend to lend you a book. 

_______________________________________________________________________

2.  You want a friend to help you move. 

______________________________________________________________________

3.  You want your neighbor  to turn the stereo down.

_______________________________________________________________________

4.  You want someone to tell you how to get to the store.

_______________________________________________________________________

5.  You want  to borrow a friend's camera.

_______________________________________________________________________

W

riting

   Verbs and nouns that are commonly used together

 ACCEPT an apology  LEAVE instructions SEND an invitation
  an excuse  a message  a message
  an explanation  a phone number   a reply
  a reason           

 GIVE an answer MAKE an apology
   an excuse  an excuse
  an apology  a joke
  an explanation  a phone call

    Complete these sentences with a suitable verb.

I need to ___________ a message to my sister right now.

I'll be right back. I have to ___________ a phone call.

I invited Nancy to go out, but she hasn't ___________ me an answer yet.

Someone called you yesterday, but he didn't ___________ a name or message.

W

riting
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. History of the Euro
2. Stock Market

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

06
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. What are the characteristics of a great wine?
2. What do you know about the wine culture?
3. What is the process of wine making?

WINE
“The earliest known evidence of a fermented wine-like drink is 
from the Chinese village of Jiahu dated from 6.000 to 7.000 B.C. 
. The wine, found in 16 buried jars, contained millet, rice, beeswax  
and either hawthorn fruit or wild grape.” 
 -Wikipedia, Wine History

MY GOAL: After I finish Scenario 6, I’ll be able to use verbs with other types of 
clauses, and phrasal verbs. I’ll also learn very important tips about the wonderful world 
of wine.

   INTRODUCTION

Wine is an alcoholic beverage that is made by fermenting grapes or grape juice. The 
word, wine, comes from the Latin vinum, which can mean either the "wine" or the "vine". 
Wine-like beverages can also be made from other fruits or from flowers, grains, and 
even honey, in which case, a qualifier has to be used; for example, "elderberry wine". 
The word wine and its equivalents in other languages is protected by law in many 
jurisdictions and therefore should always mean grape wine.

Ancient  pottery  jars  discovered  at Hajji Firuz Tepe in the Zagros Mountains of 
present-day Iran, near the city of Urmia, indicate that grape wine was produced as far 
back as 5,400 BC. It is believed that the name of the Shiraz grape originates from the 
Persian town of the same name. This discovery is particularly significant, as Hajji Firuz 
Tepe was not a grape-growing area, the main crops being grains and the preferred drink 
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  CULTURE

In Europe, wine drinking is a part of the 
culture. Lunch is usually accompanied by 
a glass of wine in France. 

It is the best  companion to a Serrano ham 
sandwich in Spain, and a Spaghetti 
Carbonara in Italy.

Red wine is associated with formal 
occassions and white wine is usually served 
along with champagne in events held during 
the summer days. 

From the coast of Portugal to the mountains 
of Germany  and from the Scottish riffs to 
the Greek islands, all of Europe is under 
the influence of the wine culture.

When travelling around Europe, set some 
time aside to go wine tasting, and make 
sure you are not going to be driving 
afterwards!

Wine is not only a perfect companion to all 
sorts of meals, it is also a wonderful drink 
on its own right. Bars, pubs and taverns 
offer a variety of wine choices for their 
exclusive clientele.

Different wines also have different glasses. 
In formal situations, you might even get to 
see a gigantic fountain of glasses, where 
champagne is poured to form an undulating 
waterfall of the precious liquid.

Wine is usually an inexpensive commodity 
for the European household. There are 
affordable table wines, as well as very 
expensive and tasty wines for the 
connoisseurs.

No matter where in Europe you decide to 
go, do not forget this delicious drink and 
toast and cheer to the hospitality of your 
local hosts.

of the time was beer. As ancient Babylon 
was located on the silk road from China to 
the Mediterranean, all indications suggest 
that wine was probably used as a 
commodity for trade.

In ancient Egypt, wine played an important 
part in ceremonial life. Although wild grapes 
were never grown there, a thriving royal 
winemaking industry had been established 
in the Nile Delta. 

The industry was most likely the result of 
trade between Egypt and Canaan during 
the Early Bronze Age, commencing from at 
least the Third Dynasty (2.650 – 2.575 
B.C.), the beginning of the Old Kingdom 
period (2.650 – 2.152 B.C.). 

Winemaking scenes on tomb walls, and the 
offering lists that accompanied them, 
included wine that was definitely produced 
at the deltaic vineyards. By the end of the 
Old Kingdom, five wines, all probably 
produced in the Delta, constituted a 
canonical set of provisions, or fixed 

"menu," for the afterlife. Christianity included 
wine in its rites where it takes the place of 
the blood of Jesus in the liturgies of 
Orthodox, Catholic and Anglican Christians. 
The advent of wine in Europe was the work 
of the Greeks who spread the art of 
grape-growing and winemaking in Ancient 
Greece and Roman times.
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  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  1

VERBS WITH OTHER TYPES OF CLAUSES

Some verbs of perception can be followed by an object and an 'ing' 
clause

“MAKE” and “ LET” can be followed by an object and a base form

My father made me go to the cellar
Susan let him talk.
My sister heard him gossip

I could smell the aroma of burgundy wine

    Exercise

Complete the dialogues filling the gap with  LET, MAKE, OR MADE

SUE: When I went to the bar, they _________ me drink some champagne.

TOM: Really? In my town they never _________ you drink.

SUE: Do you think they’ll _________ us go to the beer festival?

TOM: I don’t know, they usually _________ us go.

SUE: I think they should _________ old people drink wine for free.

TOM: Yes, I really don’t think they should _________ them pay for the 
wine

SUE: Please, don’t make a noise. You could bother the spirits!

TOM: Oh, sorry. Just _________ me finish moving the barrel.

W

riting

Make:  to oblige
Let:  to permit

Wine is usually made from one or more 
varieties of the European grape species, Vitis 
Vinifera. When one of these varieties, such 
as Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, or Zinfandel, for 
example, is used as the predominant grape 
(usually defined by law as a minimum of 75 
or 85%) the result is a varietal, as opposed 
to a blended wine. Blended wines are in no 
way inferior to varietal wines; indeed, some 
of the world's most valued and expensive 
wines from the Bordeaux, Rioja or Tuscany 
regions, are a blend of several grape varieties 
of the same vintage.
Wine can also be made from Vitis Labrusca, 
from other species or from the hybrid of two 
species. Vitis Labrusca, Vitis Aestivalis, Vitis 
Rupestris, Vitis Rotundifolia and Vitis Riparia

WINEGRAPES ON THE VINE
are native North American grapes, usually 
used for eating as fruit form or made into grape 
juice, but sometimes used for wine (e.g. 
Concord wine). Hybrids of Vinifera with other 
species were originally developed to combine 
American hardiness and resistance to 
phylloxera with European flavor. Although only 
rarely used and generally prohibited by law in 
traditional wine regions, hybrids are planted 
in substantial numbers in cool-climate 
viticultural areas.
The variety of the land, the local yeast cultures 
and the climate and conditions under which 
grapes are grown, (called "terroir") combined 
to offer a great variety among wine products. 
Further variations are increased by the 
fermentation process itself and by 
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improvements attained with proper aging, 
sometimes for several decades or more. 
However, variety is not in itself a 
sought-after quality for large producers of  
table wine or more affordable wines, where 
consistency is more important for large and 
modern factory wines, and mass-market 
wine brands. Their producers will try to hide 
any hint of often-unremarkable "terroirs", 
or climatically under-performing harvest 
years, by: blending harvests of various 
years and vineyards; pasteurizing the grape 
juice in order to kill indigenous yeasts  (to 
be replaced with "choice" cultivated yeasts); 
and  using flavor additives.

Wines may be classified by vinification 
methods. These include classifications such 
as sparkling, still, fortified, rosé, and blush.

The colour of wine is not determined by the 
juice of the grape, which is almost always 
clear, but rather by the presence or absence 
of the grape skin during fermentation. 
Grapes with colored juice are known as 
teinturiers. Red wine is made from red (or 
black) grapes, but its red colour is bestowed 
by the skin being left in contact with the 
juice during fermentation. White wine can 
be made from any colour of grape as the 
skin is separated from the juice during 
fermentation. A white wine made from a 
very dark grape may appear pink or 'blush'. 
Rosé wines are a compromise between 
reds and whites — the skin of red 

 VINIFICATION METHODS

grapes is left in for a short time during 
fermentation.
Sparkling wines, such as champagne, are 
those with carbon dioxide, either from 
fermentation or added later. They vary from 
just a slight bubbliness to the classic 
Champagne. To have this effect, the wine 
is fermented twice, once in an open 
container to allow the carbon dioxide to 
escape into the air, and a second time in a 
sealed container, where the gas is caught 
and remains in the wine. Wines that gain 
their carbonation from the traditional method 
of bottle fermentation are called Méthode 
Traditionnelle wines in France. Other 
international denominations of sparkling 
wine include Sekt or Schaumwein 
(Germany), Cava (Spain), Spumante or 
Prosecco (Italy).

 TASTE

Wines may be also classified by their 
primary impression on the drinker's palate. 
They are made up of chemical compounds

which are similar to those in fruits, 
vegetables, and spices. Different grape 
varieties are associated with the aromas 
and tastes of different compounds. Wines 
may be described as 'dry' (meaning they 
are without sugar), off-dry, fruity, or sweet, 
for example. The sweetness of wines can 
be measured in brix, at harvest, but is 
actually determined by the amount of 
residual sugar in the wine after fermentation. 
Dry wine, for example, has only a tiny 
amount of residual sugar. Specific flavors 
may also be sensed, at least by an 
experienced taster, due to the highly 
complex mix of organic molecules, such as 
esters, that a fully vinted wine contains.
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GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 2
PHRASAL VERBS

A phrasal verbs is a combination of a verb and an adverb or preposition.
Phrasal verbs are used in four main structures:

She turned off the stereo
They broke out the bottle of wine

Phrasal verbs are normally used in one of four main structures

 Break out Get by Look in  Stop off
 Catch on Give in Ring up Wait up
 Check up Go away Start out Watch out  
 Come in Grow up Stay up Wear of

You’ll have to stay up for the wine festival
War broke out in July

In the second structure, the verb is followed by a particle  and an object

 Fall for Grow on Part with  Set about
 Feel for Look after Pick on Take after

He looks after the people who lost the grape harvest.

      Exercise

a. Complete the sentences below with phrasal verbs

1. Please don’t go so fast. I get dizzy and It makes me feel like _____________ .

2. I won't be back until late, will you  ___________________the kids for me?

3. You go on ahead an I’ll  ___________________________ with you later.

4. Wait for me, I don’t want to  ___________________________.

5. Could you  ___________________________ a bit? I can hardly hear you.

b. Complete the sentences using phrasal verbs and the object given in brackets.

1. Let’s _____ Sam and Ana _____ and invite them for a drink (ring up).

2. Everybody tells me I _________________________ (My sister/take after).

3. He has a full-time job and ________________ as well (The house/look after).
 
4. I _________________ on my way to work yesterday. (An old friend/bumped into).

W

riting
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White grapes
Sauvignon Blanc: Gooseberry, asparagus. 
Sémillon: Honey, orange, lime. 
Chardonnay: Butter, melon, apple, pineapple, vanilla 
(if oaked, i.e. vinified in new oak aging barrels). 
Chenin Blanc: Wet wood, beeswax, honey, apple, almond. 
Riesling: Citrus fruits, petrol, honey. 
Gewürztraminer: Rose petals, lychee, spice. 
Viognier: Peach, pear, nutmeg, apricot. 
Marsanne: Almond, honeysuckle, marzipan. 

Red grapes
Gamay: Banana, bubble-gum, red fruits. 
Pinot Noir: Raspberry, cherry, violets, "farmyard" (with age). 
Zinfandel: Black cherry, mixed spices, mint. 
Shiraz: Tobacco, pepper, blackberry. 
Grenache: Smoky, pepper, raspberry. 
Tempranillo: Vanilla, strawberry, tobacco. 
Sangiovese: Herbs, black cherry, leathery, earthy. 
Nebbiolo: Leather, stewed prunes, chocolate, liquorice. 
Merlot: Black cherry, plums, pepper, coffee. 
Cabernet Franc: Tobacco, raspberry, new-mown grass. 
Cabernet Sauvignon: Blackcurrants, chocolate, mint, tobacco. 
Mourvèdre: Thyme, clove, cinnamon, black pepper, violet, blackberry.

Vintage
Wines may be classified by the year in 
which the grapes are harvested. "Vintage 
wines" are made from grapes of a single 
year's harvest, and are accordingly dated.

These wines often improve in flavor as they 
age, and wine enthusiasts will occasionally 
save bottles of a favorite vintage wine for 
future consumption.

For most types of wine, the best-quality 
grapes and the most carefull wine-making 
techniques are employed on vintage wines. 
They are therefore more expensive than 
non-vintage wines. 

Whilst vintage wines are generally made 
in a single batch so that each and every 
bottle will have a similar taste, climatic 
factors can have a dramatic impact on the 
character of a wine to the extent that 
different vintages from the same vineyard 
can vary dramatically in flavor and quality.

Superior vintages, from reputable 
producers and regions, will often fetch 
much higher prices than their average 
vintages. 

Some vintage wines are only made in 

better-than-average years. Conversely, 
wines such as White Zinfandel, which don't 
age well, are made to be drunk immediately 
and are not labeled with a vintage year. 

There are exceptions though. French 
Champagne is typically non-vintage, but 
may not be "cheap", and can sometimes 
profit from aging.
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 Questions for discussion

Give an appropiate definition of wine.
What was the influence of wine in ancient Egypt?
Define how the wine producing regions are.
Which countries are the largest exporters of wine?
Name some of the most important wine grapes.
Explain the meaning of vinification.

Q

uestion?W

riting

   TYPES OF WINES: 

Red wines

Barolo: Italy. 
Brancellao: Spain. 
Brunello di Montalcino: Italy. 
Beaujolais: France. 
Bobal: Spain. 
Bordeaux: France. 
Burgundy: France. 
Cabernet Sauvignon: France, 
Australia,
California, Romania, Moldova, New 
Zealand, South Africa,Chile. 
Carmenere: Chile. 
Cencibel: Spain. 
Chianti: Italy. 
Garnacha: Spain. 
Kagor: Moldova.
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Best wines in the world
2. Wine making process
3. Wine tasting (The 5 S’s)

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

07
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. What is your favorite restaurant in your city?
2. What are the best fast food restaurants you have ever been to?
3. In your opinion, what makes a restaurant great?

GASTRONOMY
"Those persons who suffer from indigestion, or who become drunk, 
are utterly ignorant of the true principles of eating and drinking"
  -Jean Anthelone Brillat-Savarin

MY GOAL:  After I finish Scenario 7, I'll know how to use infinitive clauses and 
phrases, and adverbs with the verb. I'll also learn about gastronomy and cuisine.

   INTRODUCTION:

Gastronomy is the study of the relationship between culture and food. It is often thought 
by mistake that the term gastronomy refers exclusively to the art of cooking, but this is 
only a small part of its discipline: it cannot always be said that a cook is also a gourmet.
Gastronomy studies various cultural components with food as the central axis. Thus it 
is related to the Fine Arts and Social Sciences, and even to the Natural Sciences in 
terms of the nutritional system of the human body.
 
A gourmet's principal activities involve discovering, tasting, experiencing, researching, 
understanding, and writing about foods. Gastronomy is therefore an interdisciplinary 
activity. Good observation will reveal that around food, exist dance, dramatic arts, painting, 
sculpture, literature, architecture, and music; in other words, the Fine Arts. But it also 
involves physics, mathematics, chemistry, biology, geology, agronomy, and also 
anthropology, history, philosophy, psychology, and sociology.

Etymologically, the word "gastronomy" is derived from the Ancient Greek word gastros 
"stomach", and nomos "knowledge" or "law".
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    Conversation

JOHN: Hey! I really like this Spanish paella . Have you ever eaten paella here before?

LISA: Yes, I have. I had it here before.

JOHN: Did you like it?

LISA: Yes I did, but it was so much better.

JOHN: Well, one thing to do about it is to talk to the manager.

LISA: What if that doesn't work?

JOHN:  Well, then another way is to get a restaurant reviewer to run a story.

LISA: Yes! Restaurants hate bad publicity.

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE   1

INFINITIVE CLAUSES AND PHRASES

The infinitive form of a verb is usually preceded by "to" (e.g., to run, to dance, to think). 
An infinitive phrase is this form of the verb plus any complements or modifiers.

One thing to do about it is                       to talk to the manager

Another way to stop bad service is         to get a restaurant reviewer to run a story

The best way to help the customers is    to report them to customer rights.

       Exercise

Match the phrases in column A with the appropriate responses from column B

                                 A                                                     B

1.  The best way to improve the food is a- to check the restaurant review.

2.  The only way to get to Chez Bruce is b- to let them know their mistakes.

3.  One thing to improve service is c- to go to a vegetarian restaurant.

4.  The best way to eat good food is d- to fly to London.

5.  One way to reduce carbohydrates is e- to talk to the manager.

W

riting

S
peaking
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    HISTORY
The term restaurant (from the French 
restaurer, to restore) first appeared in the 
16th century, meaning "a food which 
restores", and referred specifically to a rich, 
highly flavoured soup. The modern sense of 
the word was born around 1765 when a 
Parisian soup-seller named Boulanger 
opened his establishment. The first restaurant 
in the form that became standard (customers 
sitting down with individual portions at 
individual tables, selecting food from menus, 
during fixed opening hours) was the Grand 
Taverne de Londres, founded in 1782 by a 
man named Beauvilliers.
Whilst inns and taverns were known from 
antiquity, these were establishments aimed 
for travelers, and in general locals would 
rarely eat there. The restaurant became 
established in France after the French 
Revolution broke up catering guilds and 
forced the aristocracy to flee, leaving a 
retinue of servants with the skills to cook 
excellent food; whilst at the same time 
numerous provincials arrived in Paris with

no family to cook for them. Restaurants were 
the means by which these two could be 
brought together — and the French tradition 
of dining out was born. In this period the star 
chef Antonin Carême, often credited with 
founding classic French cuisine, flourished, 
becoming known as the "Cook of Kings and 
the King of Cooks."
Restaurants spread rapidly to the United 
States, with the first (Jullien's Restarator) 
opening in Boston in 1794, and they spread 
rapidly thereafter. Most however continued on 
the standard approach (Service à la française) 
of providing a shared meal on the table to 
which customers would then help themselves, 
something which encouraged them to eat 
rather quickly. The modern formal style of 
dining, where customers are given a plate with 
the food already arranged on it, is known as 
Service à la russe, as it is said to have been 
introduced to France by the Russian Prince 
Kurakin in the 1810´s, from where it spread 
rapidly to England and beyond.

   TYPES OF RESTAURANTS

Restaurants in the Greek islands are often 
situated right on the beach. This is an 
example from  Astipalea. Restaurants range 
from unpretentious lunching or dining places 
catering to people working nearby, with 
simple food served in simple settings at low 
prices, to expensive establishments serving 
refined food and wines in a formal setting. 
In the former case, customers usually wear 
casual clothing. In the latter case, depending 
on culture and local traditions, customers 
might wear semi-casual, semi-formal, or even 
in rare cases formal wear.
Standardly customers sit at tables, their 
orders are taken by a waiter/waitress, who 
brings the food when it is ready, and the 
customers pay the bill before leaving. In finer 
restaurants there will be a host or hostess 
or even a maître d'hôtel to welcome 
customers and to seat them. Other staff 
waiting on customers include busboys and 
sommeliers.
Depending on local custom, a tip varies 
proportion of the bill (often 10-20%) may be 
added, which (usually) goes to the staff rather 
than to the restaurant. This gratuity might be 
added directly to the bill or it may be given 

voluntarily.
Restaurants often specialize in certain types 
of food or present a certain unifying, and often 
entertaining, theme. For example, there are 
seafood restaurants, vegetarian restaurants 
or ethnic restaurants. Generally speaking, 
restaurants selling "local" food are simply 
called restaurants, while restaurants selling 
food of foreign origin are called accordingly, 
for example, a Chinese restaurant and a 
French restaurant.

Depending on local customs and the 
establishment, restaurants may or may not 
serve alcoholic beverages. Restaurants are 
often prohibitted from selling alcohol without 
a meal as stated through alcohol sale laws; 
such sale is considered to be an activity for 
bars, which are meant to have more severe 
restrictions. Some restaurants are licensed to 
serve alcohol ("fully licensed"), and/or permit 
customers to "bring your own" alcohol (BYO 
/ BYOB).
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  SPECIFIC TYPES OF RESTAURANTS
 
Brasserie, Bistro
In France, a brasserie is a café doubling as a restaurant and serving single dishes and 
other meals in a relaxed setting. A bistro is a familiar name for a café serving moderately 
priced simple meals in an unpretentious setting, especially in Paris; bistros have become 
increasingly popular for tourists.
  
Dining Car

A dining car (British English: restaurant car) is a passenger car serving as a restaurant 
in long-distance trains.
To passengers travelling long distances it 
offers greater luxury than eating 
brought-along food in the train, while it 
saves time compared with eating in towns 
along the way. Also, compared with other 
restaurants, the ever-changing views of the 
countryside may enhance the pleasure of 
the meal. 
Dining cars have, however, become 
increasingly rare, often being replaced by 
bar cars selling snacks and pre-packaged 
meals.
 The car's interior is split with a portion of 

Fast Food Restaurants

In the US, fast-food restaurants and 
take-outs have become so widespread 
that the traditional standard type is now 
sometimes referred to as a sit-down 
restaurant (a retronym).

There are various types of fast-food 
restaurant:

1- One collects food from a counter and 
pays, then sits down and starts eating 
(self-service restaurant); sub-varieties: 

A- One collects ready portions 

B- One serves oneself from containers 

C- One is served at the counter 

Chicago and Alton Railroad dining car interior in the 1880´s. 

the interior partitioned off for a galley, which is off-limits to passengers. A narrow hallway 
is left between the galley and one side wall of the car for passengers to use. 

The remainder of the interior is laid out with tables and chairs to look like a long, narrow 
restaurant dining room.

2- Another special procedure is that one 
first pays at the cash desk, collects a ticket 
and then goes to the food counter, where 
one gets the food in exchange for the ticket 

3- Another one is to order at the counter; 
after preparation the food is brought to 
one's table; paying may be on ordering or 
after eating (Pub style).
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The adverbs (always, often, usually, also, hardly ever, etc.) go before have to
We always have to wait for a table at the Flower Drum.

I always have to read the recipe and also I have to cook dinner.
Ana hardly ever has to go out for dinner and rarely has to eat fast food.

But adverbs go after am/is/are/was/were.
We were feeling thirsty and we were also hungry.
Why are you always late? You're never on time.

All is also used as an adverb when it refers to quantity.

       Exercise

Rewrite the sentences with the words in brackets.

1. We were on vacation. (hardly ever)
 
2. Susan is very friendly. (always)

3. We were eating at the Buttery. (usually)

4. Ann is learning Gastronomy, she is learning how to cook. (also)

5. The Tetsuya is very expensive. (probably)

W

riting

Adverbs

   CUISINES OF THE AMERICAS

Cuisines of the Americas are based on the cuisines 
of the countries from which the immigrants came 
originally, primarily Europe.

However, the traditional European cuisine has been 
adapted to a greater or lesser degree and many local 
ingredients and techniques have been added to the 
tradition.

2- Another special procedure is that one 
first pays at the cash desk, collects a ticket 
and then goes to the food counter, where 
one gets the food in exchange for the ticket 

3- Another one is to order at the counter; 
after preparation the food is brought to 
one's table; paying may be on ordering or 
after eating (Pub style).

Focus Culture Sc 7 - 11.pdf   5   11/04/2014   12:20:12 p.m.



60 Sixty

   TYPES OF FOOD

Meat
Meat is animal tissue (mainly muscle) 
used as food.The common definition of 
meat depends on the culture. Many 
Americans would exclude organ meat, 
fish, and other seafood from their definition 
of meat. Originally, the word ‘meat’ meant 
simply ‘food’. It is also used as a vulgar 
way to describe various meats. For the 
most part, meat for human consumption 
comes from domesticated animals bred 
specifically for this purpose, and killed in 
a slaughterhouse.
The use of other meats, such as venison,

the meat of small game animals and a few 
other mammals, and even the meat of 
certain reptiles and amphibians, is not 
uncommon. The meat of a large array of 
other mammal species is eaten in some 
countries.
 
What meats are used and the way they are 
cooked depends on the availability and 
cuisine.Thin sliced meats used in 
sandwich-making are called ‘cold cuts’ in the 
United States.

In recent years, forms of imitation meat have 
been created to satisfy some vegetarians' 
taste for the flavor and texture of meat, and 
there is speculation about the possibility of 
growing in-vitro meat from animal tissue.

   TABOO MEAT

Some types of meat (such as pork or beef) 
are taboo for certain religions while others 
are taboo due to their association as pets 
in those countries, with the notable 
exception of rabbits in the West. Judaism 
labels the meat of some animals, if 
slaughtered properly, as ‘kosher’, or fit to 
eat, and the rest are considered ‘non 
kosher’, or ‘unfit’. In Islam, permitted meats 
are termed ‘halal’. Until the mid-1960s, the 
Catholic Church forbade the eating of meat 
on Fridays. American Catholics are only 
asked not to eat meat on Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday and Fridays during Lent. 
Mahayana Buddhist belief forbids the killing 

of animals because of the bad karma 
believed to be generated. However, 
Theravadin Buddhists may eat meat if it can 
be determined that the animal was not 
slaughtered specifically for their 
consumption. In Hinduism, which shares 
the Buddhist concept of karma, cattle are 
regarded as sacred, and even those Hindus 
who eat meat generally refrain from eating 
beef. Most Hindus regard the killing of 
animals as a violation to the concept of 
Ahimsa. It is estimated that approximately 
30% of all Hindus are vegetarians. Jainism 
has vegetarianism as one of its central 
dogmas.
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   PASTA

The English word ‘pasta’ generally refers 
to noodles and other food products made 
from a flour and water paste, often 
including egg and salt. Less frequently, 
the term ‘maccaroni’ is used for the same 
products.

Pasta can also denote dishes in which 
pasta products are the main ingredient, 
served with sauce or seasonings. The 
word comes from the Italian word 'pasta' 
which basically means ‘paste’. As recently 
as 1918, the English word ‘paste’ was 
used instead of, or alongside the Italian 
word ‘pasta’. Today, the word ‘pasta’ is 
reserved for Italian-style noodles in 
English-speaking countries, while the word 
‘noodle’ has a more general meaning.

Dried Italian-style pasta is made from 
durum wheat semolina or flour, which 
gives it a light yellow color. Asian-style 
noodles, as well as most fresh noodles, 
are made from regular (non-durum) wheat 
flour. Some pasta varieties, such as 
Pizzoccheri, are made from buckwheat 
flour.

Gnocchi are often listed among pasta 
dishes, although they are quite different 
in ingredients (mainly milled potatoes) and 
mode of preparation.

Pasta is made either by extrusion, where 
the ingredients are forced through holes in 
a plate known as a ‘die’, or by lamination, 
in which dough is kneaded, folded, rolled 
to thickness, then cut by slitters.

Fresh pasta cooks quickly and has a 
delicate taste, but spoils quickly due to its 
high water content. Dry pasta generally 
contains about 7% moisture, which makes 
it shelf-stable for about a year.

Most people today like pasta because of its 
easy and fast preparation, as well as 
tastiness. Pastas only need to be boiled 
and topped, a process that can take as little 
as fifteen minutes. 

There are a number of ways to flavor pasta 
using common cooking ingredients. Pasta 
is very versatile and almost impossible to 
ruin.

Sauces and Dressings
Common pasta sauces in Northern Italy 
include pesto (a green sauce, made from 
basil, chestnuts, olive oil, garlic and 
parmesan cheese) and also bolognese 
(a ground beef sauce); in central Italy 
tomato sauce (a red tomato-based sauce), 
and amatriciana (a red tomato/wine based 
sauce, usually including onion and bacon 
strips). Pasta sauces that are rarely eaten 
by Italians but are popular outside Italy 
include alfredo (a white cream sauce), 
and spaghetti with meatballs and tomato 
sauce.

In Italy, pasta with sauce (sugo) is often 
called ‘pastasciutta’. ‘Asciutta’ means ‘dry’, 
indicating that the pasta is not served in 
broth.
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Pasta Varieties
While the only basic difference between 
these names is the shape of the pasta, each 
pasta is typically matched with a particular 
sauce based on cooking time, consistency, 
ability to hold sauce, and ease of eating. In 
the same way that you wouldn't put a 
hamburger inside a hotdog bun, likewise, 
you wouldn't make pasta amatriciana, for 
example, with angel hair spaghetti, but with 
bucatini. Some pasta varieties are uniquely 
regional and not diffused throughout Italy.

   SEA FOOD

Seafood is any sea animal that is served 
as food or is suitable for eating. This usually 
includes sea water animals, such as fish 
and shellfish, including mollusks and 
crustaceans. 

By extension, the term ‘seafood’ is also 
applied to similar animals from fresh water. 
These aquatic animals are also collectively 
referred to as seafood.

Edible seaweeds are rarely considered 
seafood, even though they come from sea 
water and are widely eaten around the 
world.

The harvesting of seafood is known as

‘fishing’ and the cultivation of seafood is 
known as ‘aquaculture’ or ‘mariculture’. Fish 
farming is the industrial process of breeding 
and catching fish in a controled 
environment.
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Cultural Food Taboos
2. Strange food from around the world
3. Best chefs in the world

Look for more information about:
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SCENARIO 

08
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. What is the importance of the Greeks and the Romans in literature?
2. Who are the most famous writers in your country?
3. What kinds of books do you like reading?

LITERATURE
 One Day I Wrote Her Name

One day I wrote her name upon the strand,
But came the waves and washed it away:

Again I wrote it with a second hand,
But came the tide and made my pains his prey.
"Vain man," said she, "that dost in vain essay

A mortal thing so to immortalize;
For I myself shall like to this decay,

And eke my name be wiped out likewise."
"Not so," quoth I; "let baser things devise
To lie in dust, but you shall live by fame;
My verse your virtues rare shall eternize,

And in the heavens write you glorious name:
Where, whenas Death shall all the world subdue,

Our love shall live, and later life renew."
  - Edmund Spenser

MY GOAL: In this Scenario I will learn to use appropiately the structures of 
would rather and would prefer. Also to use verbs with prepositions, and to improve 
my knowledge about the history of western literature.

   INTRODUCTION
Literature and writing are not the same. 
That’s the reason why the first writings from 
ancient Sumeria or the Egyptian 
hieroglyphics are not considered literature. 
If literature and writing are not synonymous 
we have the problem to identify the 
beginnings of literature mainly because 
many texts have been lost over the 
millennia, either deliberately, by accident, 
or by the total disappearance of the 
originating culture. Much has been written, 
for example, about the destruction of the 
Library of Alexandria in the 3rd century B.C., 
and the innumerable key texts which are 
believed to have been lost forever to the 
flames. Fortunately there are some primary 
texts that have a qualifying role as 

literature's first stirrings. As an example of 
it, there are early orally transmitted tales 
such as the Epic of Gilgamesh (8th century 
BC) or Beowulf that were eventually written 
down. The stories described in the Bibleare 
also depicted as early literature, as do some 
that were orally transmitted and 
subsequently transcribed epics such as the 
stories usually attributed to Homer like the 
famous Odyssey. Or the Egyptian Book of 
the Dead which was eventually written down 
in the Papyrus of Ani in approximately 250 
BC but probably dates from about the 18th 
century BC. Egyptian literature was not 
included in early studies because the 
writings of Ancient Egypt were not translated 
into European languages until the 19th 
century when the Rosetta stone was 
deciphered.
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   WOULD RATHER AND WOULD PREFER

You use would rather or would prefer to state a preference followed by a base form 
of a verb to say that someone prefers one situation to another.

A- She would rather be sailing           C- I would prefer to go sailing

B- I would rather walk than take the train             D- I would prefer to walk than  
           to take the train

W

riting

The Greeks
The importance of this civilization in our 
society is so big that many authors consider 
that with the epic poems of The Iliad and 
The Odyssey Western society begun. And 
later with the poems of Sappho, who 
defined, in many ways, lyric poetry as a 
genre. We can’t forget about Sophocles 
who is recognized as skillfully developing 
irony as a literary technique, most famously

in his play Oedipus the King. Also 
Euripedes, conversely, used plays to 
challenge societal norms and mores—a 
hallmark of much of Western literature for 
the next 2,300 years and beyond—and his 
works such as The Bacchae and The Trojan 
Women are still notable for their ability to 
challenge our perceptions of propriety, 
gender, and war.

1. Have another drink / get home early

2. Start now / Wait a few minutes

3. Go shopping this morning / Go this afternoon

4. Pay cash / Pay by cheque*

* Cheque - (U.K), Check - (U.S)

      Exercise
Make a question using "would you like" with the first of the phrases given below. 
Then write an answer using "I would rather" with the second phrase.

 THE GREEKS AND THE ROMANS

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

Focus Culture Sc 7 - 11.pdf   11   11/04/2014   12:20:13 p.m.



66 Sixty-six

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 2

VERBS WITH PREPOSITIONS

Some verbs do not take an object and are normally followed by a preposition

Some verbs can take either an object or a preposition

Verbs that are normally followed by a prepositional phrase

 Belong to Hope for Listen to Refer to 

 Consist of  Insist on Pay for Relate to 

 Hint at Lead to Qualify for Sympathize for

Philosophy entered literature with the 
dialogues of Plato, who converted the give 
and take of Socratic questioning into written 
form. Aristotle, Plato's student, wrote 
dozens of works on many scientific 
disciplines, but his greatest contribution to 
literature was  his poetics, which lays out 
his understanding of drama, and thereby 
establishes the first criteria for literary 
criticism.

The Romans
During the Republic and the Empire, 
authors chose to avoid innovation in favor 
of imitating the great Greek authors. As an 
example, Virgil in the  Aeneid, in many 
respects, emulated Homer's Iliad and others 

more influenced by their religion (Greek and 
Roman polytheism); Ovid and his 
Metamorphoses explore the same Greek 
myths again in new ways. It can be argued, 
and has been, that the Roman authors, far 
from being mindless copycats, improved on 
the genres already established by their 
Greek predecessors. For example Ovid's 
Metamorphoses creates a form which is a 
clear predecessor of the stream of 
consciousness genre. What is undeniable 
is that the Romans, in comparison with the 
Greeks  produced relatively few literary 
styles of their own.
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W

riting
      Exercise

Use these verbs and prepositions in the sentences below

 Refer to Suffer from Sympathize with Appeal to/for Result in

1. If you don’t understand any of these words, you can always

 ______________________________________________  a dictionary. 

2. All last winter he _______________________________________ coughs and colds.

3. The police are _______________________________the witness to come forward.

4. The accident on the I-95 sadly ___________________________ the death of a child.

5. The poor driver, I really _______________________________ him, it wasn’t his fault.

The Medieval Period
As we all know, with the fall of the Roman 
Empire around the year 476 A.C., many 
things changed and of course literature was 
not the exception. Most of the authors 
focused more and more on faith and 
faith-related matters, in part because the 
works written by the Greeks had not been 
preserved in Europe, and therefore there 
were few models of classical literature to 
learn from and move beyond. What little 
there was became changed and distorted, 
with new forms beginning to develop from 
the distortions. During that time, Islam's 
spread across the continents of Asia and 
Africa brought with it a desire to preserve 
and build upon the work of the Greeks, 
especially in literature. Although much had 
been lost to the ravages of time (and to 
catastrophe, as in the burning of the Library 
of Alexandria), many Greek works remained 
extant: they were preserved and copied 
carefully by Muslim scribes. In Europe 
Hagiographies, or "lives of the saints", are 
frequent among early medieval texts. The 
writings of Bede—Historia ecclesiastica 
gentis Anglorum—and others continue the

faith-based historical tradition begun by 
Eusebius in the early 300´s. Playwriting 
essentially ceased, except for the mystery 
plays and the passion plays that focused 
heavily on conveying Christian belief to the 
common people. 
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Around 400 AD the Prudenti Psychomachia 
began the tradition of allegorical tales. 
Poetry flourished, however, in the hands of 
the troubadours, whose courtly romances 
and chanson de geste amused and 
entertained the upper classes who were 
their patrons. 

Geoffrey of Monmouth wrote works which 
he claimed were histories of Britain. These 
were highly fanciful and included stories of 
Merlin the Magician and King Arthur. Epic 
poetry continued to develop with the 
addition of the mythologies of Northern 
Europe: Beowulf and the Norse sagas have 
much in common with Homer and Virgil's 
approaches to war and honor, while poems 
such as Dante's Divine Comedy and 
Geoffrey Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales 
take much different stylistic directions.

During the Renaissance, the focus on the 
acquisition of knowledge for learning's sake 
causes an outpouring of literature. Petrarch 
popularized the sonnet as a poetic form; 
Giovanni Boccaccio's Decameron made 
romance acceptable in prose as well as 
poetry; François Rabelais rejuvenates satire 
with Gargantua and Pantagruel; Michel de 
Montaigne single-handedly invented the 
essay and used it to catalog his life and 
ideas. Perhaps the most controversial and 
important work of the time period was a 
treatise published by a Polish astronomer 
entitled De Revolutionibus Orbium 
Coelestium. In it, Nicolaus Copernicus 
removed the Earth from its privileged 
position in the universe, which had 
far-reaching effects, not only in science, 
but in literature and its approach to 
humanity, hierarchy, and truth.

Plays for entertainment (as opposed to 
religious enlightenment) returned to 
Europe's stages in the early modern period. 
William Shakespeare is the most notable 
of the early modern playwrights, but 
numerous others made important 
contributions, including Christopher 
Marlowe, Molière, and Ben Jonson. From 
the 16th to the 18th century Commedia 
dell'arte performers improvised in the 
streets of Italy and France. Some 
Commedia dell'arte plays were written 
down. Both, the written plays and the 
improvisation were influential upon literature 

of the time, particularly upon the work of 
Molière. Shakespeare, and his associate 
Robert Armin, drew upon the arts of jesters 
and strolling players in creating new style 
comedies. All the parts, even the female 
ones, were played by men (en travesti) but 
that would change, first in France and then 
in England too, by the end of the 17th 
century.

The epic Elizabethan poem The Faerie 
Queen by Edmund Spenser was published, 
in its first part, in 1590 and then in 
completed form in 1597. The Fairie Queen 
marks the transitional period in which 
"novelty" begins to enter into the narrative 
in the sense of overturning and playing with 
the flow of events. Theatrical forms known 
in Spenser's time such as The Masque and 
the Mummers' Play are incorporated into 
the poem in ways which twist tradition and 
turn it to political propaganda in the service 
of Queen Elizabeth I. 

Miguel Cervantes's Don Quixote has been 
called "the first novel" by many literary 
scholars (or the first of the modern 
European novels).   
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It was published in two parts. The first part 
was published in 1605 and the second in 
1615. It might be viewed as a parody of Le 
Morte d'Arthur (and other examples of the 
chivalric romance), in which case the novel 
form would be the direct result of poking 
fun at a collection of heroic folk legends. 
This is fully in keeping with the spirit of the 
age of enlightenment which began from 
about this time and delighted in giving a 
satirical twist to the stories and ideas of the 
past.
 
The Age of Enlightenment refers mainly to 
the period beginning towards the end of 
the 17th century and continuing on 
throughout the 18th. It could also be called 
the Age of Revolution, during this period 
scientists and mathematicians 
revolutionized human understanding, the 
Industrial Revolution got under way and 
the American and French political 
revolutions took place. During this period 
philosophers like Voltaire, Rousseau and 
Thomas Paine were concerned with the 
rights of man and with the meaning of 
rights. The arts also shared the concerns 
of the reason, its enlightenment and a new 
understanding of things. Literature explored 
themes of social upheaval, reversals of 
personal status, political satire, geographical 
exploration and the comparison between 
the supposed natural state of man and the 
supposed civilized state of man.

The Middle of the Century
In 1844 Alexandre Dumas published the 
novel The Three Musketeers (Les Trois 
Mousquetaires) and wrote The Count of 
Monte Cristo. Charles Dickens published: 
Oliver Twist (1837-1839), In 1850 Alfred 
Lord Tennyson became Poet Laureate and 
Robert Louis Stevenson was born on 
November 13th. Two of Edgar Allen Poe's 
short stories were posthumously published:
The Oblong Box and The Oval Portrait.

The 19th century was perhaps the most 
literary of all centuries, because not only 
were the forms of novels, short stories and 
magazine serials all in existence 
side-by-side with theatre and opera, but 
since film, radio and television did not yet 
exist, the popularity of the written word and 
its direct enactment were at their height.

Johann Wolfgang Goethe published part II 
of Faust. Jerrold Douglas published The 
Factory Girl, The Golden Calf and The 
Rent-Day. In 1833 Caroline Bowles 
published Tales of the Factories. Charles 
Lamb published The Last Essays of Elia.

The first modern Arabic compilation of The 
Book of One Thousand and One Nights was 
published in Cairo.
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In 1851 Le Fanu published Ghost Stories 
and Tales of Mystery, Herman Melville 
published Moby Dick and James Fenimore 
Cooper died on September 14th of this 
year.

Charles Dickens' prolific creative outpouring 
gave us David Copperfield (1849-1850) 
and then Bleak House (1852-1853), Hard 
Times (1854), Little Dorrit (1855-1857), A 
Tale of Two Cities (July 11th 1859) and 
Great Expectations (1860-1861).

In 1862 Victor Hugo published Les 
Misérables. Henry David Thoreau died. And 
Edith Wharton was born. Dostoyevski 
published The House of the Dead and A 
Nasty Story. Christina Rossetti published 
Goblin Market and Other Poems (1862).

The Late 19th Century
In 1863 Jules Verne published Cinq 
semaines en ballon (Five Weeks in a 
Balloon). Verne's Paris au XXe siècle (Paris 
in the 20th Century) was written, but was 
not published until 1994. Voyage au centre 
de la Terre (Journey to the Center of the 
Earth) came out in 1864 and De la Terre à 
la Lune (From the Earth to the Moon) in 
1865. Verne had by then fully established 
the "scientific romance" as a genre. Charles 
Dickens published Our Mutual Friend in 
installments from 1864 to 1865. Literature 
by this time was becoming increasingly 
popular.

By then the European and North American 
middle-classes were better educated than 
ever before and more reading was done. 

At the same time the styles of writing were 
tending more and more toward plainer 
language and more broadly understood 
themes.

People were reading about detectives, 
ghosts, machines, wonders, adventures, 
tricky situations, unusual turns of fate and 
romances. 

Love stories and grudges, explorations and 
wars, ideas based on scientific positivism 
and ideas based on nonsense and gibberish 
were all being published and enjoyed by a 
readership which could now be termed "the 
masses".

In 1865 Lewis Carroll published Alice's 
Adventures in Wonderland, combining 
social satire with nonsense writing and 
presenting the two of them in the guise of 
a children's story. Thomas Chandler 
Haliburton died. And Edith Maude Eaton 
was born.

Jules Verne published Les enfants du 
Capitaine Grant (In Search of the 
Castaways) 1867-1868 and Vingt Mille 
Lieues sous les mers (20,000 Leagues 
Under the Sea) in 1870.

The Decadent Movement was a transitional 
stage between romanticism and modernism. 
In 1874 Jules Verne published L'île 
mystérieuse (Mysterious Island).
In 1875 Carmen, a French opera by 
Georges Bizet, with text by Henri Meilhac 
and Ludovic Halévy, reached the stage. 
Dostoyevski published The Raw Youth (or 
The Adolescent).

In 1881 Dostoyevski died. Oscar Wilde 
published his first book of poems . Gilbert 
and Sullivan's operetta Patience, or, 
Bunthorne's Bride was staged. Mark Twain 
published The Prince and the Pauper.
In 1884 Mark Twain published The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.
In 1887 Oscar Wilde published The 
Canterville Ghost. Gilbert and Sullivan's 
operetta Ruddigore, or, The Witch's Curse 
was staged.
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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle published A Study 
in Scarlet, the first Sherlock Holmes story 
and the beginning of crime fiction as a 
genre. H. Rider Haggard published She first 
serialized in The Graphic from October 1886 
to January 1887.

In 1888 Oscar Wilde published The Happy 
Prince and Other Stories. Gilbert and 
Sullivan's operetta The Yeomen of the 
Guard, or, The Merryman and his Maid was 
staged.

Gilbert and Sullivan's operettas The 
Gondoliers, or, The King of Barataria (1889), 
Utopia, Limited, or, The Flowers of Progress 
(1893) and The Grand Duke, or, The 
Statutory Duel (1896) were all staged.

Lewis Carroll's last novel, the two-volume 
Sylvie and Bruno, was published in 1889 
and 1893 respectively. In 1889 Oscar Wilde 
published The Portrait of Mr. W. H..
In 1890 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle published 
The Sign of Four. H. Rider Haggard 
published The Saga of Eric Brighteyes an 
epic viking novel. Oscar Wilde published 
The Picture of Dorian Gray.

In 1891 Herman Melville died. Oscar Wilde 
published Lord Arthur Saville’s Crime and 
other Stories, Intentions and House of 
Pomegranates.

In 1892 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle published 
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes.
In 1893 Oscar Wilde staged two plays: 
Salomé (French version) and Lady 
Windermere's Fan. His A Woman of No 
Importance and the English version of 
Salomé followed in 1894.

In 1894 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle published 
The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes. Robert 
Louis Stevenson died on December 3rd of 
this year. Mark Twain published Tom 
Sawyer Abroad and Pudd'n'head Wilson.

Oscar Wilde was in prison for "gross 
indecency" from 1895 to 1897. In 1896 
Giacomo Puccini's opera La Bohème was 
staged, as was Chekov's play The Seagull. 
H. G. Wells published The Time Machine 
and The Island of Dr. Moreau. William 
Morris died on October 3rd. Mark Twain 
published Tom Sawyer, Detective. Alfred 
Jarry, When he was 23 years old,

wrote his highly influential play Ubu Roi, 
which is often cited as a forerunner to the 
theatre of the absurd.

In 1897 Bram Stoker published Dracula. 
H.G. Wells published The Invisible Man.
When the Nineteenth century ended the 
genres of horror, ghost stories, westerns, 
children's literature, crime fiction, science 
fiction, historical novels and fantasy had all 
been established.

In the first half of the 20th century writers 
such as Franz Kafka and James Joyce 
experimented with dislocations of 
conventional wisdom in their creations of 
distorted characters, locations and narrative 
styles. 

Literary experiments matched those taking 
place in modernist painting and sculpture 
of the same period, and challenged the 
reader to re-examine and deconstruct 
preconceptions about the world. 

Bertholt Brecht created modernist theatrical 
productions according to his theory of the 
alienation effect which was supposed to 
make the audience think and feel in new 
and critical ways by removing comfortable 
assumptions and not permitting the 
narrative to appear too much like reality.
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Contemporary writers
2. Literature Classics
3. Best Libraries in the world
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SCENARIO 

09
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. What do you know about the Pyramid of Giza?
2. Where is the Temple of Artemis located?
3. What is the Lighthouse of Alexandria?

THE SEVEN WONDERS 
OF THE ANCIENT WORLD

"Man fears Time, yet Time fears the Pyramids"
 - Arab proverb

MY GOAL: I will use the verbs have to and have got to, to describe that something 
was done. I'll learn to make suggestions and about the seven wonders of the ancient 
world.

   INTRODUCTION

Although most people know that there is a list the Seven World Wonders, only few can 
name them. The list of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World was originally compiled 
around the 2nd century B.C. 

The first reference to the idea is found in the 'History' of Herodotus as long ago as the 
5th century B.C. Decades later, Greek historians wrote about the greatest monuments 
at the time. Callimachus of Cyrene (305B.C.-240B.C.), Chief Librarian of the Alexandria 
Mouseion, wrote "A Collection of Wonders around the World". All we know about the 
collection is its title, for it was destroyed with the Alexandria Library.
 
The final list of the Seven Wonders was compiled during the Middle Ages. The list 
comprised the seven most impressive monuments of the Ancient World, some of which 
barely survived to the Middle Ages. 

Others did not even co-exist. Among the oldest references to the canonical list are the 
engravings by the Dutch artist Maerten van Heemskerck (1498-1574), and Johann 
Fischer von Erlach's History of Architecture.
 
Today, archeological evidence reveals some of the mysteries that surrounded the history 
of the Wonders for centuries. For their builders, the Seven Wonders were a celebration 
of religion, mythology, art, power, and science. For us, they reflect the ability of humans 
to change the surrounding landscape by building massive yet beautiful structures, one 
of which stood the test of time to this very day.
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It  is the oldest and last remaining of the 
Seven Wonders of the World. It is generally 
believed that Great Pyramid was built as 
the tomb of the Fourth Egyptian dynasty 
king Khufu (also known under his Greek 
name Cheops and believed to have reigned 
from 2606-2583 B.C.), after whom it is 
sometimes called Khufu's Pyramid or the 
Pyramid of Khufu. Traditionally, the architect 
of the pyramid was HemInwo, a relative of 
Khufu.
Believed by mainstream egyptologists to 
have been constructed in approximately 20 
years, the most widely accepted estimate 
for its date of completion is 2580 B.C. 
The Great Pyramid is the oldest and largest 
of the three pyramids in the Giza Necropolis 
adjacent to the outskirts of modern Cairo, 
Egypt in Africa. Alternative theories suggest 
the Great Pyramid and the Giza complex 
date to a much earlier time period, long 
before pharonic Egyptian civilization.
A few hundred meters southwest of Khufu's 

W

riting

  THE GREAT PYRAMID OF GIZA

 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

HAVE TO, HAVE GOT TO, OBLIGATION 
AND NECESSITY

You use “have to” to talk about obligation and necessity in the present and future, 
you use “have got to” in informal English

They have to pay the bill by Thursday She has to go so soon?

Great Pyramid lies the slightly smaller 
Pyramid of Khafre, one of Khufu's successor 
who is believed to have built the Great 
Sphinx, and a few hundred metres further 
southwest is the Pyramid of Menkaure, 
Khafre's successor, which is about half as 
tall. Khafre's pyramid appears the tallest on 
some photographs as it is somewhat steeper 
and built on higher terrain

     Exercise
Match the clauses in column A with the ‘got to’ and ‘have got to’ clauses 
in column B
 A B
1. It's getting late a.So I’m afraid we’ve got to walk
2. You broke the window b.So I’ve got start all over again
3. The car has broken down c.So we’ve got to look after ourselves
4. Mother is away d.So you’ve got to pay for it
5. I’ve got it all wrong e.So we’ve got to go
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  THE HANGING GARDENS OF BABYLON

   THE STATUE OF ZEUS

In his right hand a figure of Victory made from ivory and gold. In his left hand, his scepter 
inlaid with all metals, and an eagle perched on the sceptre. The sandals of the god are 
made of gold, as is his robe.
Pausanias the Greek (2nd century B.C.) The Statue of Zeus at Olympia carved by the 
famed Classical sculptor Phidias (5th century B.C.) circa 435 B.C., in present day Greece, 
is traditionally one of the Seven Wonders of the World. In 394 A.C., after over 800 years 
at Olympia, it was taken to Constantinople (modern Istanbul), the capital of the Byzantine 
Empire. Historians believe it was probably destroyed in an accidental fire.

”The approach to the Garden sloped like a 
hillside and the several parts of the structure 
rose from one another tier on tier... On all this, 
the earth had been piled... and was thickly 
planted with trees of every kind that, by their 
great size and other charm, gave pleasure to 
the beholder... The water machines [raised] the 
water in great abundance from the river, 
although no one outside could see it”
Diodorus

Hanging Gardens 
In their glory, people used to call them as 
hanging Gardens of Semiramis. Now in Iraq 
they call them as the Walls of Babylon. They 
said that they were built by Nebuchadnezzar 
II around the year 600 B.C.

The Hanging Gardens are extensively 
documented by Greek historians such as 
Strabo and Diodorus Siculus, but otherwise 
there is no evidence of their existence. 

Some (circumstantial) evidence gathered at 
the excavation of the palace at Babylon has 
been accrued, but does not completely 
substantiate what looks like fanciful descriptions.

Some schools of thought think that, through 
the ages the location may have been confused 
with gardens that existed at Nineveh as tablets 
from  over there, clearly depicting gardens, 
have been found. 

Writings on these tablets describe the possible 
use of something similar to an Archimedes' 
screw as a means of raising the water to the 
required height.

According to accounts, the gardens were 
built to cheer up Nebuchadnezzar's 
homesick wife, Amyitis. Amyitis, daughter 
of the King of the Medes, was married to 
Nebuchadnezzar to create an alliance 
between the nations. 

The land she came from, though, was 
green, rugged and mountainous, and she 
found the flat, sun-baked terrain of the 
Mesopotamia (a region of southwest Asia) 
depressing. The King decided to recreate 
her homeland by building an artificial 
mountain with rooftop gardens.

The Hanging Gardens probably did not 
really "hang" in the sense of being 
suspended from cables or ropes. The name 
comes from an inexact translation of the 
Greek word kremastos or the Latin word 
pensilis, which means not just "hanging” 
but "overhanging," as in the case of a 
terrace or balcony
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  THE TEMPLE OF ARTEMIS

The seated statue occupied the whole width 
of the aisle of the temple that was built to 
house it.  According to a contemporary 
source, it was about 12 meters (about 40 
feet) tall. "It seems that if Zeus were to 
stand up," the geographer Strabo noted 
early in the 1st century B.C., "he would 
unroof the temple."

Zeus was carved from ivory (technically the 
ivory was soaked in a liquid that made it 
more malleable, so the ivory was probably 
both shaped and carved as neccesary) and 
was seated on a magnificent throne of 
cedarwood, inlaid with ivory, gold, ebony, 
and precious stones.

In Zeus' right hand there was a small statue 
of Nike, the goddess of victory, and in his 
left hand, a shining sceptre on which an 
eagle perched. His sandals are made of 
gold as is his robe.

Visitors like the Roman general Aemilius 
Paulus, the victor over Macedon, were 
moved to awe by the godlike majesty and 
splendor that Phidias had captured.

Perhaps the greatest discovery in terms of 
finding out about this wonder came in 1958 
with the excavation of the workshop used 
to create the statue. This led archaeologists 
to be able to re-create the anatomy of the 
great work.

“I have seen the walls and Hanging 
Gardens of ancient Babylon, the statue of 
Olympian Zeus, the Colossus of Rhodes, 
the mighty work of the high Pyramids and 
the Tomb of Mausolus. But when I saw the 
temple at Ephesus rising to the clouds, all 
these other wonders were put in the shade.”
-Philon of Bysantium

Antipater of Sidon 
The sacred site at Ephesus was far older 
than the Artemisium. Pausanias understood 
the shrine of Artemis there to be very 
ancient. He states with certainty that it 
antedated the Ionic immigration by many 
years, being older even than the oracular 
shrine of Apollo and Didymi. He said that 
the pre-Ionic inhabitants of the city were 
Leleges and Lydians.

The Temple was designed by the Greek 
architect Chersiphron, built around 550 B.C. 
at the expense of Croesus, the wealthy 

King of Lydia. Marshy ground was selected 
for the building site as a precaution against 
future earthquakes, according to Pliny the 
Elder. The temple became a tourist 
attraction, visited by merchants, kings, and 
sightseers, many of whom paid homage to 
Artemis in the form of jewelry and various 
goods. Its splendor also attracted many 
worshippers, many of whom formed the cult 
of Artemis.
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The Temple was a widely respected place 
of refuge, a tradition that was linked in myth 
with the Amazons who took refuge there, 
both from Heracles and from Dionysus.
The temple of Artemis at Ephesus was 
destroyed on July 21st, 356 B.C. in an act 
of arson committed by Herostratus. 
According to the story, his motivation was 
fame at any cost, thus the term herostratic 
fame.
"A man was found to plan the burning of 
the temple of Ephesian Diana so that 
through the destruction of this most beautiful 
building his name might be spread through 
the whole world." 
                      - Valerius Maximus

The Ephesians, outraged, announced that 
Herostratus' name never be recorded. 
Strabo later noted the name, which is how 
we know it today.
That very same night, Alexander the Great 
was born. Plutarch remarked that Artemis 
was too preoccupied with Alexander's 
delivery to save the burning temple.
Alexander later offered to pay for the 
Temple's rebuilding, but the Ephesians 
refused. Eventually, the temple was 
restored after Alexander's death, in 323 
B.C.
This reconstruction was itself destroyed 
during a raid by the Goths in 262 B.C., in 
the time of emperor Gallienus: "Respa, 
Veduc and Thuruar, leaders of the Goths, 
took a ship and sailed across the strait of 
the Hellespont to Asia. There they laid 
waste many populous cities and set fire

The seated statue occupied the whole width 
of the aisle of the temple that was built to 
house it.  According to a contemporary 
source, it was about 12 meters (about 40 
feet) tall. "It seems that if Zeus were to 
stand up," the geographer Strabo noted 
early in the 1st century B.C., "he would 
unroof the temple."

Zeus was carved from ivory (technically the 
ivory was soaked in a liquid that made it 
more malleable, so the ivory was probably 
both shaped and carved as neccesary) and 
was seated on a magnificent throne of 
cedarwood, inlaid with ivory, gold, ebony, 
and precious stones.

In Zeus' right hand there was a small statue 
of Nike, the goddess of victory, and in his 
left hand, a shining sceptre on which an 
eagle perched. His sandals are made of 
gold as is his robe.

Visitors like the Roman general Aemilius 
Paulus, the victor over Macedon, were 
moved to awe by the godlike majesty and 
splendor that Phidias had captured.

to the renowned temple of Diana at 
Ephesus", reported Jordanes in Getica 
(xx.107).
During the next two centuries, the majority 
of Ephesians converted to Christianity, and 
the Temple of Artemis lost its religious 
appeal. 

Christians tore down the remnants of the 
temple, and the stones were used in the   
construction of other buildings. The main 
primary sources for the Temple of Artemis 
at Ephesus are in Pliny the Elder's Natural 
History XXXVI.xxi.95, Pomponius Mela I:17, 
and Plutarch's Life of Alexander III.5 
(referencing the burning of the Artemisium).

The site of the temple was rediscovered in 
1869 by an expedition sponsored by the 
British Museum, and while several artifacts 
and sculptures from the reconstructed 
temple can be seen there today, as for the 
original site, only a single column remains 
from the temple itself.
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W

riting

 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  2

  SHOULD, OUGHT TO 
OBLIGATION AND ADVICE

You use “should” and “ought to ” to talk about mild obligation. 
You can also use “had better” to talk about mild obligation

We should send her a postcard

We shouldn’t spend all the money

He ought to come more often

      Exercise

Complete the following sentences using 'ought to' or 'ought not to'

1. _________________________ drive carefully on a busy road.

2. _________________________ eat between meals if you want  to lose weight.

3. _________________________ pay your bills regularly.

4. _________________________ be selfish.

5. _________________________ smoke too heavily.

6. _________________________ go to the dentist regularly.

   THE MAUSOLEUM AT HALICARNASSUS

I have seen, over me in Halicarnassus, a 
gigantic monument such as no other dead 
person has, adorned in the finest way with 
statues of horses and men carved most 
realistically from the best quality marble.
 
King Maussollos
 
in Lucian's "Dialogues of the Dead"
 
The Mausoleum of Maussollos, the Persian 
satrap of Caria (351 BC, at Halicarnassus 
(present Bodrum), Turkey), was one of the 
Seven Wonders of the World.

The word mausoleum came to be used 
generically for any grand tomb; Mauso-
leum meaning in honour of Mausol.

This enormous white marble tomb was built 
to hold the remains of Mausolus, a 
provincial king in the Persian Empire, and 
his wife, Artemisia. Greek architects Satyrus 
and Pythius designed the approximately 
45-meters-high tomb (135 feet), and four 
famous Grecian sculptors added an 
ornamental frieze (decorated band) around 
its exterior.
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Grant's Tomb in New York is based on a 
more scholarly reconstruction of the 
Mausoleum.

When the Persians expanded their ancient 

   THE COLOSSUS OF RHODES

kingdom to include Mesopotamia, Northern 
India, Syria, Egypt, and Asia Minor, the king 
could not control his vast empire without 
the help of local governors or rulers— the 
satraps. 

Like many other provinces, the kingdom of 
Caria in the western part of Asia Minor was 
so far from the Persian capital that it was 
practically autonomous. From 377 to 353 
B.C., King Mausolus of Caria reigned and 
moved his capital to Halicarnassus. 
Nothing is exciting about Mausolus' life 
except the construction of his tomb. The 
project was conceived by his wife and sister 
Artemisia, and the construction might have 
started during the king's lifetime. The 
Mausoleum was completed around 350 
B.C., three years after Mausolus' death, 
and one year after Artemisia's.

“To you, O Sun, the people of Dorian 
Rhodes set up this bronze statue reaching 
to Olympus when they had pacified the 
waves of war and crowned their city with 
the spoils taken from the enemy. Not only 
over the seas but also on land did they 
kindle the lovely torch of freedom.”

- Dedicatory Inscription on the Colossus 
The Colossus of Rhodes was a giant statue 
of the god Helios, erected on the Greek 
island of Rhodes by Chares of Lindos in 
the 3rd century B.C. It was roughly the 
same size as the Statue of Liberty in New 
York, although it stood on a lower platform. 
It was one of the Seven Wonders of the 
Ancient World. Ancient accounts (which 
differ to some degree) describe the structure 
as being built around several stone columns 
(or towers of blocks) on the interior of the 
structure, standing on a 50-foot-high (15 
meters) white marble pedestal near the 
harbour entrance (others claim on a 
breakwater in the harbour). Iron beams 
were driven into the stone towers, and 
bronze plates attached to the bars formed 
the skinning. Much of the material was 
melted down from the various weapons 
Demetrius's army left behind, and the 
abandoned second siege tower was used 
for scaffolding around the lower levels. 

Upper portions were built with the use of a 
large earthen ramp. The statue itself was 
over 34 meters (110 feet) tall. Construction 
completed in 282 B.C. after 12 years. The 
statue stood for only 56 years until Rhodes 
was hit by an earthquake in 226 B.C. The 
statue snapped at the knees, and fell over 
onto the land.

Focus Culture Sc 7 - 11.pdf   25   11/04/2014   12:20:15 p.m.



80 Eighty

   THE LIGHTHOUSE OF ALEXANDRIA

Ptolemy III offered to pay for the 
reconstruction of the statue, but an oracle 
made the Rhodians afraid that they had 
offended Helios, and they declined to 
rebuild it. The remains lay on the ground 
for over 800 years, and even broken they 
were so impressive that many travelled to 
see them. Pliny the Elder remarked that 
few people could wrap their arms around 
the fallen thumb and that each of its fingers 
was larger than most statues.

In 654 A.C. an Arab force under Muawiyah 
I captured Rhodes and, according to the 
chronicler Theophanes, the remains were 
sold to a travelling salesman from Edessa. 
The purchaser had the statue broken down, 
and transported the bronze scrap on the 
backs of 900 camels to his home. Pieces 
continued to turn up for sale for years, after 
being found on the caravan route

“Sostratus, the son of Dexiphanes, the 
Cnidian, dedicated this to the Saviour Gods, 
on behalf of those who sail the seas.”

- Dedicatory Inscription on the Lighthouse
 
Sometimes called the "Pharos of 
Alexandria" in reference to Pharos the 
island on which it resided (Also Pharos or 
Faros in greek means lighthouse), the 
Lighthouse of Alexandria was built in the 
3rd century B.C. and is traditionally 
considered one of the Seven Wonders of 
the World. It ceased operating and was 
largely destroyed as a result of two 
earthquakes in the 14th century; its remains 
were found by divers in 1994 and 
subsequently more of it was revealed by 
satellite imaging. Its tower is estimated to 
have been 134 meters (440 feet) high, 
easily one of the tallest man-made 
structures on Earth at the time. Built out of 
blocks of white stone, the tower was made 
up of three stages: a lower square with a 
central core, a middle octagonal section, 
and, at the top, a circular section. At its apex 
was positioned a mirror which reflected 
sunlight during the day; a fire was lit at night. 
As it can be seen from images of the 
Lighthouse on Roman coins struck by the 
Alexandrian mint, there were four statues 
of tritons blowing horns, one on every 
corner of the building. Also, in the Roman 
period, there was a statue atop the tower.
The design of minarets in many early 
Islamic mosques many centuries later 
followed a similar three-stage design to that 

of the Pharos, attesting to the building's 
broader architectural influence.

Legends tell of the light from the lighthouse 
being used to burn enemy ships before they 
could reach shore, however this is highly 
unlikely due to the relatively poor quality of 
optics and reflective technology in the time 
period in which the lighthouse existed. But 
only slightly less impressive, and probably 
more accurate, is the claim that the light 
from the lighthouse could be seen up to 35 
miles (56 km) from shore.
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SCENARIO 

10
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. What is the best hotel you have ever been to?
2. What makes a hotel great?
3. What unusual hotels do you know about?

THE BEST HOTELS
"The word hotel derives from the French 'hotel', which originally 
referred to a French version of a townhouse. Hotels nowadays 
often provide a number of additional services such as a restaurant, 
a swimming pool or childcare"
 - Wikipedia

MY GOAL:  When I finish Scenario 10, I'll know how to refer to time in the past, 
with adverbs and prepositions, describing future time with will and be going to, using 
future continuous and future perfect. I'll also learn about the best hotels in the world.

   INTRODUCTION

A hotel is an establishment that provides paid lodging, usually on a short-term basis and 
especially for tourists. Hotels often provide a number of additional guest services such 
as a restaurant, a swimming pool or childcare. Some hotels have conference services 
and encourage groups to hold conventions and meetings at their location.
Hotels differ from motels in that most motels have drive-up, exterior entrances to the 
rooms, while hotels tend to have interior entrances to the rooms, making them safer 
and more relaxing to people.

   ORIGINS OF THE TERM

The word hotel derives from the French 
hotel,  which  originally referred to a 
French version of a townhouse, not a 
place offering accommodation (in 
contemporary usage, hotel has the 
meaning of "hotel", and "hotel particulier" 
is used for the old meaning). The French 
spelling (with the circumflex) was once 
also used in English, but is now rare. The 
circumflex replaces the 's' once preceding 
the 't' in the earlier hostel spelling, which 
over time received a new, but closely 
related meaning.
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Services and Facilities
Basic accommodation of a room with a bed, 
a cupboard, a small table and a washstand 
has largely been replaced by rooms with 
en-suite bathrooms and climate control. 
Other features found may be a telephone, 
an alarm clock, a TV, and broadband 
Internet connectivity. Food and drink may 
be supplied by a mini-bar (which often 
includes a small refrigerator) containing 
snacks and drinks (to be paid for on 
departure), and tea and coffee making 
facilities (cups, spoons, an electric kettle 
and sachets containing instant coffee, tea 
bags, sugar, and creamer or milk).
However, in Japan the capsule hotel 
supplies minimal facilities and room space.

Classification
The cost and quality of hotels are usually 
indicative of the range and type of services 
available. Due to the enormous increase 
in tourism worldwide during the last 
decades of the 20th century, standards, 
especially those of smaller establishments, 
have improved considerably. For the sake 
of greater comparability, rating systems 
have been introduced, with the one to five 
stars classification being most common.

Boutique Hotels
"Boutique Hotel" is a term originating in 
North America to describe intimate, usually 
luxurious or quirky hotel environments. 
Boutique hotels differentiate themselves 
from larger chain or branded hotels by 
providing an exceptional and personalized 
level accommodation, services and 
facilities.

S
peaking

Typically, boutique hotels are furnished in 
a themed, stylish and/or aspirational 
manner. Although usually considerably 
smaller than a mainstream hotel (ranging 
from 3 to 100 guest rooms) boutique hotels 
are generally fitted with telephony and wi-fi 
internet connections, honesty bars and often 
cable/pay TV. Guest services are attended 
to by 24 hour hotel staff. Many boutique 
hotels have on site dining facilities, and the 
majority offer bars and lounges which may 
also be open to the general public.

Of the total travel market a small percentage 
are discerning travelers, who place a high 
importance on privacy, luxury and service 
delivery. As this market is typically corporate 
travelers, the market segment is 
referral-rich, non-seasonal, high-yielding 
and repeat, and therefore one which 
boutique hotel operators target as their 
primary source of income.

Conversation.
Listen and practice   

TOM :  Have you ever been to a luxurious hotel?

LISA :  Yes, I have. I once went to a nice hotel in New York.

TOM :  Really! Which one?

LISA :  I stayed at the Waldorf Astoria.

TOM :  How did you like it?

LISA :  Oh, it was wonderful! The rooms are huge and incredibly comfortable.
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 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  1

TALKING ABOUT TIME IN THE PAST

Point of time in the past.  Period of time in the past.

When did they build the MGM Las Vegas?  How long was the Astoria up? 
During the 1990´s in the 1990´s From 1934 to 1989
Over 12 years ago For 55 years

Referring to a period of time in the past that continues into the present

How long has the Manor House Hotel been in business?
Since 1955  for about 56 years. -or-  for over 50 years.

 
       Exercise

Complete these statements with words from the grammar structure.

 DURING FROM  FOR  SINCE OVER

1. The Tequendama Hotel led the transformation of accommodation _______ the 
1950´s.
 
This hotel has been popular _______ more than 40 years.

2. The Hilton Hotel was a well known hotel in Bogota  _______ the 1960s, it was 

open  _______ ten years  _______ 1965 to 1975.

3. The construction of the JW Marriot in Kuwait City began in 1998, it lasted

_________ five years. In 2003, the hotel served as a mayor hub for visiting war 

journalists during the Iraq war _______ March  to October,  _______ six months. 

No other war journalist has stayed there  _______ the war ended.

W

riting

TOM : What about the service, anything special?

LISA: Oh yeah! The service is terrific. The first night they brought me a bottle of   
 French champagne.

TOM : Tell me about the food.

LISA:  The food is fantastic. They have a great buffet everyday with international   
 dishes. 
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   UNUSUAL HOTELS
  
Treehouse Hotels
Some hotels, such as the Costa Rica Tree 
House in the Gandoca-Manzanillo Wildlife 
Refuge, Costa Rica, or Treetops Hotel in 
Aberdares National Park, Kenya, are built 
with living trees as structural elements, 
making them treehouses.

The Ariau Towers near Manaus, Brazil is a 
well-known hotel, in the middle of the 
Amazon, on the Rio Negro. Even Bill Gates 
invested and had a suite built there with 
satellite internet/phone.

Cave Hotels
Desert Cave Hotel in Coober Pedy, South 
Australia and the Cuevas Pedro Antonio 
de Alarcón (named after the author) in 
Guadix, Spain, as well as several hotels in 
Cappadocia, Turkey, are notable for being 
built into natural cave formations, some 
with rooms underground.

Ice Hotels
Ice hotels, such as the canonical Ice Hotel 
in Jukkasjärvi, Sweden, melt every spring 
and are rebuilt out of ice and snow every 
winter.

Underwater Hotels
As of 2005, the only hotel with an 
underwater room that can be reached 
without scuba diving is Utter Inn in Lake 
Mälaren, Sweden. It only has one room, and 
Jules' Undersea Lodge in Key Largo, 
Florida, which requires scuba diving, is not 
much bigger.
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   WORLD-RECORD SETTING HOTELS
 

Hydropolis is an ambitious project to build a luxury hotel in Dubai, UAE, with 220 suites, 
all on the bottom of the Persian Gulf, 20 meters (66 feet) below the surface. Its architecture 
will feature two domes that break the surface and an underwater train tunnel, all made 
of transparent materials such as glass and acrylic.

Other Unusual Hotels
The Library Hotel in New York City is unique in that its ten floors are arranged according 
to the Dewey Decimal System.

Tallest
The tallest hotel in the world is the Burj 
al-Arab in Dubai, at 321 meters (1,053 feet). 
However, this title may be taken by the less 
illustrious Ryugyong Hotel in Pyongyang 
at 330 meters (1,083 feet), pending its 
(perhaps unlikely) completion; it has been 
under construction since 1987 and was 
abandoned in 1992.

Largest
The largest hotel in the world is believed to 
be the Ambassador City Jomtien resort, in 
Jomtien, near Pattaya, Thailand, at 5,100 
rooms. It is a resort complex with a number 
of buildings, and the exact room count has 
not been independently verified.  In 2000, 
the First World Hotel, in Genting Highlands, 
Malaysia, claimed that it was in the process 
of developing a 6,300-room hotel complex; 
however, it appears that only about 3,000 
rooms have been built and opened to the 

public. The largest single-building hotel is 
the MGM Grand Las Vegas in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, with 5,005 rooms. Third place 
belongs to the Luxor Hotel, also in Las 
Vegas, with 4,408 rooms. According to 
About.com, 8 of the top 10 largest hotels 
are in Las Vegas.
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 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  2

DESCRIBING THE FUTURE

Use present continuous "will" or "be going to" for future situations.

They are going to open a new resort
It'll be one of the best hotels ever built , it won't be expensive.

Use future continuous for ongoing actions in the future.

Soon everybody will be staying at the new Hilton Beach.
Computers will be booking all the reservations.

Use future perfect for actions that will be completed by a certain time in the future.

In the next forty years , they will have found a way to build  hotels in space.

  FAMOUS HOTELS OF THE WORLD

W

riting

Oldest
According to the Guinness Book of World 
Records, the oldest hotel still in operation 
is the Hoshi Ryokan, in Awazu, Japan. It 
opened in 717 CE (Japanese era name), 
and features hot springs.
 

Hotels in Fiction
Hotels have often been chosen by authors 
as the setting of their literary works. They 
are perfect for mysterious, anonymous 
settings where multiple characters may 
gather in equal positions. It is especially 
true of crime fiction, farces, and mysteries. 
Hotels also feature in films, television series, 
songs and even theme park rides.

       Exercise 

Complete the statements with the correct verb forms.

1. In five years flights from Chicago to Paris _______________ more than three hours. 
   (Not take)

2. In less than fifty years, global warming _______________ most of the polar ice caps. 
   (Melt)

3. By the 21st century, scientists _______________ a new way to prevent aging. 
   (Discover)

The Grosvenor House Hotel is one of the 
largest and most famous luxury hotels in 
London. It was built in the 1920s on the site 
of the former London residence of the 
Dukes of Westminster, whose family name 
is Grosvenor. The hotel is on Park Lane in 

Mayfair and is an outpost of London's largest 
cluster of luxury hotels, which is centered on 
Hyde Park Corner. The ballroom, dubbed 
The Great Room, at the Grosvenor House 
is the venue of many prominent awards 
evenings, charity balls and the like and is
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An Astor family feud contributed to the 
events which led to the construction of the 
original Waldorf-Astoria on Fifth Avenue. It 
started as two hotels: one owned by William 
Waldorf Astor, whose 13-story Waldorf Hotel 
was opened in 1893 and the other owned 
by his cousin, John Jacob Astor IV, called 
the Astoria Hotel and opened four years 
later and four stories higher.

William Astor, motivated in part by a dispute 
with his aunt, built the original Waldorf Hotel 
next door to her home, on the site of his 
father's mansion and today's Empire State 
Building. The hotel was built to the 
specifications of George Boldt; he and his 
wife Louise had become known as the 
operators of the Bellevue-Stratford, a 
boutique hotel in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

Louise Boldt had been instrumental in 
making her hotel attractive and socially 
acceptable to wealthy women. 

William Astor's construction of a hotel next 
to his aunt's home furthered and 
strengthened his feud with her. But with 
Boldt's help, John Astor persuaded his aunt 
to move uptown. John Astor then built the 
Astor Hotel and leased it to Boldt. Initially 

often seen on British television. The 
Grosvenor House Hotel is now owned by 
Marriott International and is undergoing a 
multi-million pound renovation and 
restoration.  The Waldorf Astoria is the 
name of two luxury hotels in New York City 
— an original that formerly stood on the 
site of the Empire State Building on Fifth 
Avenue, and a modern American 42-story 
luxury hotel and Art Deco landmark that 
has been located at 301 Park Avenue in 
Manhattan since 1931. It is owned by the 
Hilton Hotels Corporation.

The modern hotel has three American and 
classic European restaurants, and a beauty 
parlor, Kenneth's Salon, located off the 
main lobby. Several luxurious boutiques 
surround the distinctive lobby, which has 
won awards for its restoration to the original 

period character. An even more luxurious, 
virtual "hotel within a hotel" in its upper 
section is known as The Waldorf Towers.

foreseen as two separate entities, Boldt 
had planned the new structure so that it 
could be connected to the old by means 
what became known as ‘Peacock Alley.’ 

To symbolize the connection, the name of 
the combined hotel was given a double 
hyphen. The combined Waldorf-Astoria 
became the largest hotel in the world at the 
time, while maintaining the original Waldorf's 
high standards.

   HISTORY OF THE WALDORF-ASTORIA
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   MGM GRAND

• The U.S. Government keeps a large suite 
on the hotel's 42nd floor as the 
ambassadorial residence for its United 
Nations ambassador.

 
• The hotel has its own platform as part of 

the Grand Central Terminal, used by 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Adlai Stevenson, 
and Douglas MacArthur, among others. 

The Inter-Continental Carlton Cannes is a 
338-room luxury hotel located at 58 La
Croisette, in Cannes on the French Riviera.

Part of the Inter-Continental Hotels Group, 
the Carlton is famous for hosting movie 
stars from around the world during the 
annual Film Festival  The MGM Grand Las 
Vegas opened in 1993 in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, United States. It has 5,044 rooms, 
3,153 of which are non smoking, making it 
the largest hotel in the world. It also houses 
a casino, numerous shops and night clubs, 
and an arena that is a major concert venue. 
It is owned and operated by the MGM 
Mirage company. The building is 293 feet 
(89 m) high, with 30 floors, five outdoor 
pools, a 380,000 square foot (35,000 m²) 

   HISTORY
Before the current MGM Grand was built, 
another hotel known as the MGM Grand 
was located about a mile (1.5 km) north on 
the Las Vegas Strip. That site is now 
occupied by Bally's Hotel & Casino.

In 1990 Kirk Kerkorian bought the Marina 
Hotel to obtain the site that would become 
the home of the MGM Grand. During that 
time, the Marina was known as the 
MGM-Marina Hotel. When the latest MGM 
Grand opened on December 18th, 1993, it 
was owned by MGM Grand Inc. At that time 
it had an extensive Wizard of Oz theme, 
including the green "Emerald City" color of 
the building and the decorative use of 
Wizard of Oz memorabilia. Originally, the 
main entrance on the Strip was inside the 
mouth of a giant cartoonish lion, but this 

convention center, the MGM Grand Arena, 
CBS Television City, and the Grand Spa. 
The casino at 171,500 square feet (16,000 
m²) is the largest in Las Vegas.

The Tropicana - Las Vegas Boulevard 
intersection, where the MGM Grand is 
located, is extremely busy. Pedestrians are 
not allowed to cross at street level. Instead, 
the MGM Grand is linked by overhead 
pedestrian bridges to its neighboring 
casinos: to the south across Tropicana 
Avenue, the Tropicana, and to the west 
across the Strip, the New York-New York.

entrance feature was quickly changed to a 
more traditional entrance as it was learned 
that some Asian cultures view entering the 
mouth of a lion as "bad luck" and that some 
Asian gamblers were avoiding the property. 
A large golden lion statue was added above 
the entrance to keep with the MGM Lion
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      Questions for discussion

When did they open the hotel?
How many floors does it have?
Which casinos are nearby?
What kind of influences did the Wizard of Oz have in its construction?
How did the Walt Disney monorail affect the hotel?

Q

uestion? 

theme while not offending their more 
superstitious guests. The MGM lion 
guards the entrance to the MGM Grand 
Las Vegas. When the MGM Grand 
opened, it included the Grand Adventures 
theme park behind the casino. 

The plan was to make Las Vegas more 
"family friendly" by providing activities for 
children who were too young to gamble. 
The theme park performed poorly, and did 
not reopen for the 2001 season. On
December 5th, 2002, MGM Mirage 
announced that the former theme park 
would be developed as a luxury 
condominium and hotel complex
In 2000, in an attempt to appeal to a more 
mature clientele, the hotel underwent a

major renovation and almost all traces of 
the "Oz" theme were removed. The theme 
is now more of the Art Deco era of classic 
Hollywood. The hotel started billing itself as 
The City of Entertainment.

The MGM Grand originally featured a huge 
lion which guests walked through to enter 
the casino.
 
A monorail was built using old trains from 
the Walt Disney World Resort to connect 
the MGM Grand to Bally's. The track was 
extended and became the Las Vegas 
Monorail. The station was refurbished and 
the trains were replaced with Bombardier 
M-VI's.

WORLD’S BEST HOTELS

No. 1 Mombo Camp and Little Mombo 
Camp, Moremi Game Reserve, Botswana

Mombo Camp’s nine tents blend flawlessly 
into the open plain of the Okavango Delta 
while retaining a luxurious feel. Private 
balconies make for prime bird watching, and 
each tent features mosquito netting on 
four-poster beds and both indoor and outdoor 
showers. Tent No. 1, the farthest from the 
dining area, is the most tranquil. Offering 
even more privacy are Little Mombo Camp’s 
three guest rooms, which are set apart and 
feature a private plunge pool. Raised
walkways connect tents and allow rhinos, elephants, and other animals to wander 
freely through the camp. Relax with a post-game drive cocktail in Little Mombo’s 
treehouse-luxe library.

Photo: businessinsider.com
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No. 2 Castello di Casole—A Timbers 
Resort, Casole d’Elsa, Italy

A cypress-lined road leads to the rolling 
4,200-acre Tuscan estate, whose castle 
dates back to the 10th century. The 41 
rustic suites incorporate oil paintings and 
reclaimed terra cotta, while Essere Spa, 
originally the estate’s wine cellar, features 
seven treatment rooms and massages 
incorporating orange and basil essential 
oils.

No. 3 Singita Kruger National Park, 
South Africa

Two lavish lodges with treetop suites 
and riverside rooms make up this 
Singita property. The glass-walled 
Lebombo Lodge overlooks the plains 
and the Lebombo Mountain Range, 
while the Sweni Lodge is nestled 
among trees along the Sweni River. 
Join the twice-daily game drives and 
request a guided walk along the 
Mozambique border for a good chance 
of sighting zebras, giraffes, and 
impalas.

No. 4 Nayara Hotel, Spa & Gardens, La 
Fortuna, Costa Rica

Travelers flock to this lush region for 
wildlife spotting, white-water rafting, and 
kayaking on Lake Arenal. Among the 
dozens of area properties, T+L readers 
are partial to the Nayara Hotel, Spa & 
Gardens. Dynamic owner Leo Ghitis has 
outfitted the 50 villas with spacious decks 
(some have hot tubs), plantation furniture, 
and avocado-colored walls. Nostalgia 
wine bar serves some of Latin America’s 
best vintages by the glass.

Photo: wordpress.com

Photo: singita.com

Photo: cntraveler.com
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No. 5 Four Seasons Resort Bora-Bora, 
French Polynesia

Overwater bungalows are the most 
enticing lodging option at this Four 
Seasons, yet it counts 107 different rooms 
scattered along the beachside and lagoon 
of its private motu (small islet). Walls are 
made of volcanic stone, and 
thatched-roofed spaces are decorated with 
teak and merbau-timber furnishings. All 
have extraordinary views over the 
turquoise-blue, coral-filled South 
Pacific—and some offer glimpses of the 
majestic black-rock peaks of Mount 
Otemanu and Mount Pahia.

RESEARCH SPOT

1. Best Hotels in your city
2. Hotel ratings

Look for more information about:

Notes:
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__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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Photo: boraborahoteles.com
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SCENARIO 

11
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. What are the best bars in your city?
2. What is the history of bars?
3. What characteristics do you like to find in a bar?

BARS
“Let’s go and have a drink at the bar!” 

MY GOAL:  After I finish Scenario 11, I'll correctly use time clauses and describe 
regrets about the past. I'll also learn about the Past Perfect Continuous Tense, and more 
about bars and the most important ones around the world. 

   INTRODUCTION
Bars are independent businesses or sections of restaurants, clubs or hotels (sometimes 
called long bars) where alcoholic beverages are sold to be drunk on the premises. 
Alternatively, "bar" can refer to the specialized counter on which the drinks are served, 
and it is from this term that the establishment itself as a whole gets its name. The "back 
bar" is a (sometimes ornate) set of shelves of glasses and bottles behind that counter. 
Frequently when food is served elsewhere in the establishment, it may also be ordered 
and consumed at the bar. In some parts of the United States, the term "bar" suggests 
an emphasis on hard liquor. In some parts of the country, this is actually a legal distinction: 
in Washington and Oregon, a tavern is restricted to beer, wine, and hard cider, but a 
"bar" has a full liquor license. In Las Vegas it is common for the bar to contain up to 15 
slot machines. Bars with a dance floor are usually called nightclubs. In the UK 'bar' used 
to mean a wine bar, but now, 'Style Bars', trendy and generally high-quality drinking 
establishments are more common. However the main type of establishment selling 
alcohol for consumption on the premises is the public house or pub. Pubs are not usually 
referred to as bars, though the distinction is becoming blurred.In Australia, traditionally 
the 'public bar' (hence pub) was where men drank, while the 'lounge bar' was where 
women drank. This is rarely the case in the 21st century, with many 'lounge bars' being 
converted into gaming rooms for pokies.

In most capital cities of the world there is 
at least one Irish pub, some capitals, like 
Brussels, have 20 or more.  Bars range 
from down-and-dirty "dives," little more than 
a dark room with a counter and some 
bottles of liquor, to places of entertainment 
and the elegant watering holes of the elite. 
Many bars set a happy hour to encourage 
off-peak patronage. Contrastingly, bars that 
fill to capacity typically charge a cover 
charge, often similar in price to one or two 
cocktails, during their peak hours. Such 
bars often feature entertainment, which may 
be a live band, a popular D.J., or a variety 
(female impersonation) show.
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   Conversation.
Listen and practice

KATHY: Have you heard about the new 
bar they opened on Palm 
Avenue?

MIKE:    Yeah! As soon as they opened 
it many interesting people came 
to party.

KATHY: Before they started to invest in 
it, this place was really boring. 

MIKE: I know what you mean. By the time I started college, I hadn't gone to any bars.

KATHY: After they opened the bar, I realized that there were more job oportunities.

MIKE:  Once you have a job, you become more independent.

   GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  1

TIME CLAUSES

By the time I was in college, I had already had my first date.

Before I had my first date, I was really inmature.

Once you have a girl friend, you learn to be more serious.

After I finished my degree, I realized that I still had much more to learn.

As soon as I graduated, I stared to drink in bars.

Until you  graduate, you don’t know anything about life.

W

riting
    Exercise

Match the clauses in column A with the information in column B

 A B

1. As soon as left my house, a. I learned many things about girls.

2. Until I started to go out, b. I realized how great my country was.

3. By the time I was in college, c. I learned to be more responsible.

4. After I traveled overseas, d. I had learned to be more independent.

5. Once I stared to party, e. I realized I wasn’t a kid anymore.

6. After I began college, f. I had never danced before.

C
onversation
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   HISTORY

In the U.S., the repeal of Prohibition in 
February, 1933 sparked the revival of 
nightclubs, which had gone underground 
as speakeasies. In New York City, three 
famous Midtown nightclubs from the 
"Golden Age" were the Stork Club, El 
Morocco and the Copacabana, while 
uptown in Harlem the Cotton Club was king.

Before 1953 and even some years 
thereafter, most speakeasy bars and 
nightclubs used jukeboxes or mostly live 
bands, but then in a Paris club named ' 
Whisky-a-Gogo', Regine Zylberberg laid 
down a dance-floor, suspended coloured 
lights and for the first time ever replaced 
the juke-box with two turntables so there 
would be no breaks between the music, 
setting into place the standards elements 
of the discothèque (French for Nightclubs) 
as it is known nowadays.

The first rock and roll generation did not 
favor nightclubs, but the club returned in 
the 1970´s as the "disco," from the French 
discothèque (although by the early 21st 
century the term "disco" had largely

fallen out of favor in the U.S.). Two early 
discos in New York were "Le Club" and 
"Regine's." Today in Europe, nightclubs play 
techno, house music or any sort of dance 
music from jazz to electro or trance for the 
most part. Some nightclubs in the U.S. play 
trance and techno, but it is still not as 
popular as it used to be.

BEST BARS IN THE WORLD

1. Artesian at the Langham Hotel, 
London

Just round the corner from Oxford Street 
one of the UK's - and probably one of 
Europe's - busiest shopping destinations, 
sits the Langham Hotel.

This is no ordinary 5-star hotel bar. If you 
want the trappings of tradition, you can 
have them because the chaps behind the 
stick know their classics. But if you want 
something a little out of the ordinary, 
you've come to the right place. For a start, 
there's a slushy machine and now the bar 
also boasts both pandas and goats. 
The team launched a new and completely 
different kind of cocktail menu and 
libations include the Super Panda - Botran 
rum, mango, lime and lemon juice, almond 
and Kamm & Sons.
The drink is served over a single ice ball in 
a tumbler atop a paper panda lantern. As 
the glass squashes the paper lantern, a 
tangerine aroma seeps out to provide an 
extra dimension to the cocktail.
The bar serves some 400 cocktails on a 
busy night and at the moment the most

Photo: hotelchicblog.com
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popular will have you gazing into your own 
reflection. Forever Young is served in a 
vessel with mirrors. 

2. Nightjar, London

Bar co-owner Edmund Weil describes 
Nightjar as 'old school glamour, surprising 
cocktails, live music, top service and a 
very special atmosphere in a space which 
is never overcrowded'. From the outside, 
you’d walk right by if you didn't know any 
better. But once you have descended into 
this jazzy basement, you will find your 
time, your money and your heart all being 
taken by the 20s vibe and the amazing 
cocktails. 

Weil puts the success of the venue down 
to 'amazingly creative and talented 
bartenders, floor staff who hold 
themselves to the very highest standards 
of knowledge and service, and last but not 
least a roster of some of the best jazz 
musicians in London who really genuinely 
love playing at Nightjar'. As you would 
expect from the 20s jazz vibe, drinks 
favour pre-Prohibition and Prohibition-era 
tipples, but the team is not restricted to 
that alone. The cocktail menu changes 
twice a year and, at the moment, the 
venue claims to boast the largest 
collection of absinthe in the UK. Nightjar 
also has a growing cabinet of vintage 
spirits for sale ¬ some go back as far as 
the 1860s. 

3. High Five, Tokyo

This tiny Tokyo hangout is gaining votes 
faster than a rising X Factor star and it's 
thanks to the venue's main man, 
Hidetsugu Ueno. Ueno is a big figure on 
both the Japanese and global bar scene. 
He holds the coveted job of 'guru' at 
Diageo's World Class competition and he 
travels the world talking about his 
profession - including the influence of the 
art of Japanese bartending.

Ueno says one of the main reasons the 
quality of service and goods is 'better' is 
because people who provide products 
and services don't like to receive 
complaints.

'So, we've been searching for the best 
way a long time - generations and 
generations. During the past 10 years, a 
lot of international visitors come to Japan 
and come into contact with our hospitality. 
And they are amazed.

‘It might be very new for them but we have 
been doing the same things for ages. And 
we are still doing the same things.'

The techniques, history and mentality of 
this way of doing things cannot be learned 
in a few days, according to Ueno. 
'Especially cocktail-making,' he adds. 
According to the great man, High Five 
means fun, friendly and victory. 

4. Connaught Bar, London

If you haven't ventured into the Connaught 
yet, you're in for a treat. The first thing that 
will hit you is the stunning decor. Designer 
David Collins used English Cubism and 
Irish 1920s art as his inspiration and 
textured walls of silver leaf sit with pastels 
and plush leather seating.

You can stop right there and not even 
bother with the actual bar if you like - the 
Connaught is famous for its Martini trolley 
and you can watch your drink materialize 
at the white-gloved hand of a pro. For your 
Martini, you get to choose extracts of 
lavender, coriander, cardamom, ginger, 
grapefruit, vanilla or liquorice. 

But if you're more inclined to walk straight 
past that lot and head for the bar, expect 
this to be a stunningly elegant affair as 
well.
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You might be lucky enough to find the 
bar's director of mixology behind the stick 
- one Ago Perrone. Although one man 
does not make a bar, Perrone has been 
instrumental in the success of this place. 
The bar was named World's Best Cocktail 
Bar at Tales of the Cocktail in New 
Orleans.

The latest signature serve at the 
Connaught is a whisky and bespoke 
chocolate tasting to enhance the 
characteristics of the whiskies. The 
Connaught claims to be the only bar in the 
UK to offer two particular expressions of 
Lagavulin and The Dalmore whisky - you'll 
just have to go along to find out what they 
are.

5. The Dead Rabbit Grocery & Grog, 
New York
Founder Sean Muldoon and bar manager 
Jack McGarry are Irish chaps who came 
to New York to go hard or go home.

In McGarry's words: 'Our brief was simple: 
we had one chance and one chance only 
to get this right. If we got it right first time 
other opportunities would follow. If not we 
would return home with three year's New 
York experience under our belts, so we 
knew we had to get it right. We wanted to 
create a cocktail bar of the 21st century, 
something that would not be here today 
and gone tomorrow. We wanted to create 
something with longevity. We looked at 
our two favorite bars in Belfast, The Bar at 
the Merchant Hotel, which was the style of 
bar we worked in, and The Duke of York, 
which was the style of bar we drank in. We 
wanted to bring these two ideas together 
in one building in a way that made sense.' 

  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  2 

  DESCRIBING REGRETS ABOUT THE PAST

With should have + past participle

I should have worked at a different place.

With if clauses + past perfect

If I had been more enthusiastic I would have worked in a bar.

W

riting
      Exercise

Write a reponse using 'should have' for each sentence

1. I was very selfish when I was younger.

2. As a teenager, I didn’t pay attention to what I drank.

3. I never went to a bar before I went to college.

4. I argued a lot with my parents when I was young.
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6. Happiness Forgets, London

Happiness Forgets feels like a 
neighborhood basement bar with killer 
drinks and great service. It's a bar for 
grown-ups and, according to top dog 
Alastair Burgess, the idea was to create a 
bar that he wanted to go to: 'We're a small, 
cozy and informal bar, where you can 
enjoy our drinks and be able to talk to your 
friends rather than shout at them because 
it's so loud.

'We have a no standing policy. This means 
that once all the tables and bar stools are 
taken the bar is full. This is because I was 
sick of being crammed into spaces and 
not being able to move around freely, and 
being pushed out the way as people 
moved around me.

'The bar is approachable to everyone. In 
my eyes this means simple, classic-style 
drinks on a short, uncomplicated menu 
that can be delivered quickly and 
consistently.

'We change drinks regularly to give variety 
but we're always happy to go off menu 
and find a drink the guest would like.'

Burgess has taken inspiration from many 
people throughout his career but he says 
the influence for his type of venue came 
from drinks deity Audrey Saunders and 
the time he spent in New York.

7. Black Pearl, Melbourne

Melbourne is a hive of creativity, both in 
the bar world and when it comes to art and 
music. The city's Fitzroy suburb is home to 
Brunswick street - a bohemian-feeling 
neighborhood with arty hangouts, vintage 
shops, bookstores and, of course, great 
bars and eateries.

This place is a long-established gem in 
Melbourne's bar crown. This is the kind of

bar where clientele isn't a particular 'type'. 
There are plenty of hipsters in the 
neighborhood but it's just a short tram ride 
from the central business district, so the 
place attracts all kinds of people who mix 
happily in the cozy surroundings of Black 
Pearl. Think low lighting, low tables and 
high-end drinks. You can have a serious 
drink, without being serious.

But if you do want a slightly more serious 
drink, head upstairs to The Attic - a 
relatively new space that has a different 
vibe. Former Australian Bartender of the 
Year Chris Hysted is master of 
ceremonies up here and crystal glassware 
and metal coasters are the name of the 
game.

8. Baxter Inn, Sydney

The bar was set up by Jason Scott and 
Anton Forte but manager Lewis Jaffrey 
plays a big part here - not least because 
he's Scottish and the bar has more than 
just a penchant for whiskey.

Take a seat up at the long bar and munch 
on the bottomless bowl of pretzels while 
you ogle the rows of whisky bottles set up 
like an old-fashioned library.

The wood-paneled shelving is accessed 
via a set of ladders that slide along like 
those in the library of a Jane Austen novel. 
In the middle of the shelves there is a vast 
list of whiskies, mainly Scotch, with prices 
and age statements to suit every pocket 
and palate.

Aprons, bare bricks and little candle-lit 
tables set the tone and, although this 
place makes some great cocktails, the 
tenders don't make a fuss about it. If you 
just want a beer, then just have a beer.

A word about tipping - you have to have a 
good aim. There are two metal buckets 
either side of the whisky list and you have 
to bounce your coins into the buckets 
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from the other side of the bar. This is 
easier at the beginning of the night.

9. Candelaria, Paris

Paris isn't normally associated with 
Mexican grub and South American spirits, 
but Candelaria is no normal venue. It 
opened its doors in March 2011 and, 
according to co-founder Carina Soto 
Velasquez, the bar was born out of 
wanting to add a new experience to the 
Paris cocktail scene.

'We wanted to showcase South American 
spirits such as mezcal, pisco, cachaca 
and tequila alongside great Mexican food,' 
she says.

The venue is intimate and laid-back and it 
has helped shape Paris's more 
contemporary cocktail scene.

Velasquez says: 'In the past five years the 
Parisian bar scene has been changing. 
The main reason is because today Paris 
has bartenders who care about their city 
and invest in her. Today bartenders are 
professional in the industry and take their 
job seriously. We see the possibility to 
grow and achieve projects.'

10. 28 Hong Kong Street, Singapore

There's something spooky about 28 Hong 
Kong Street's birthday. The bar opened its 
doors on Halloween 2011 and throws a 
party every year to celebrate.

The venue came about because the 
founders who include Michael Callahan, 
2011's winner of the United States 
Bartenders' Guild Cocktail World Cup 
competition were huge fans of the now 
world-famous cocktail bars in NYC that 
helped spark the cocktail renaissance in 
the early 2000s. In their travels over the 
past decade they have had the 
opportunity to visit many of the world's 
great cocktail bars.

General manager Joe Alessandroni says 
after settling in Singapore they missed 
those great neighborhood cocktail bars, 
and wanted to bring a slice of the global 
cocktail culture home for local 
Singaporeans to experience. He adds: "28 
is a synthesis of what the founders felt 
were the elements that made those great 
bars tick."

The bar even boasts its own herb garden 
on the roof and fresh ingredients play a 
big part in what makes Alessandroni's 
cocktails tick.

The bar doesn't take itself too seriously 
and, while you can imbibe a seriously 
good drink, you can also have a seriously 
good time. The venue plays an ÛÏeclectic 
mix of high energy, progressive music  
and, unlike in some cocktail joints, you 
can even stand up. The best-selling 
cocktail is The Fixie. It is a combination of 
St George Botanivore gin, Mancino 
bianco vermouth, basil, apple, manuka 
honey and black pepper tincture.

Photo: wordpress.com
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The past perfect continuous is used when telling a story about the past. It is 
generally used alongside other narrative tenses such as the past simple. 

The past perfect continuous describes an event which was in progress for a period 
of time before another event in the past. We use it when we do not want to say 
the events in the order they happened. 

Example: 
 
A sentence with the events in the order they happened: 
 
John was having trouble sleeping, so he went to the doctor late. 

A sentence in which the events are NOT in order: 
 
John went to the doctor because he had been having trouble sleeping.  
 
The continuous event which happened before the other verb is in the past perfect 
tense. 

Write any adverbs between had and been 
 
They had already been waiting for half an hour. 
He’d only been working there a week before he got fired. 

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 3

FUTURE PERFECT CONTINUOUS

RESEARCH SPOT

1. Best bars in your city
2. Bars celebrities go to

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Focus Culture Sc 7 - 11.pdf   47   11/04/2014   12:20:19 p.m.



102 One hundred-two

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Focus Culture Sc 7 - 11.pdf   48   11/04/2014   12:20:19 p.m.



103 One hundred-three

SCENARIO 

12
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS
1. What are the most important religions in the world?
2. Do you belong to any religion?
3. Why do you believe religions are important in our society?

RELIGIONS
"With our global society, it is likely that in your lifetime you will meet 
people from every corner of the planet. Understanding the religious 
beliefs of these people is one of the many steps which mankind 
must take in order to someday prosper together in peace."

 - Sara Wenner, 2001

MY GOAL: After I finish Scenario 12 I'll be able to apply infinitive clauses and 
phrases of purpose to describe features and give reasons. I'll also learn something about 
the most important religions in the world.

   INTRODUCTION
The central figure in Christianity is Jesus (or Christ), a Jew who came into this world by 
immaculate conception to a virgin named Mary. His birth is celebrated at Christmas with 
hymns and gift giving. This man was not only man, but also the son of God and lived 
his life without sin.
During his lifetime, Jesus performed many 
miracles and spoke to many people about his 
father in heaven. He was arrested for claiming to 
be God's son and was nailed onto a cross by the 
Romans at the age of 33. Christians believe that 
the suffering and death upon the cross which this 
sinless man endured paid for the sins of all 
mankind, and because of Jesus' actions, salvation 
can be achieved by anyone who believes in him. 
This act of sacrifice is remembered during Lent. 
Following his death, Christians believe that he 
rose from the grave (celebrated on Easter) and 
returned to the Earth, appearing to his followers 
and telling them of the kingdom of God to which 
he was going. He also promised his disciples that 
he would return one day to bring all believers with 
him to that kingdom, to enjoy eternal life in the 
presence of God. Christians can read of the life 
of Jesus, as well as his ancestors in the only 
Christian holy text, The Bible. 
It consists of the Old Testament (which is also 
considered sacred to Judaism and Islam) and the 
New Testament. The Old Testament chronicles 
the lives of Jews and others who lived before 
Jesus, who had been promised a savior by God, 
and were waiting for him.
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This text contains many stories about 
people demonstrating faith in God and also 
provides historical information about the 
era. The New Testament is unique to 
Christianity, for it centers around the figure 
of Jesus and his effect on the world. 
Christians believe that Jesus is the one that 
the Old Testament foretold, so instead of 
looking for a savior, they await the return 
of Jesus so that he can take them to his 
kingdom in heaven.

The beliefs of Christianity can be seen in 
the words of the Apostles' Creed, a 
document which was written to distinguish 
Christianity from other religions and show 
basic Christian doctrine in a concise 
manner.

Number of Believers:

-  Christianity (as a whole): 2.1 billion 
- Roman Catholicism: 1.1 billion 
- Protestantism: 350 million 
- Eastern Orthodoxy: 240 million 
- Anglican: 84 million 
- Oriental Orthodoxy, 
    Assyrians, and      
    other Christians: 350 million

Islam
The teachings of Islam are comprised of 
both faith and duty (din). One branch of 
Muslim learning, "Tawhid", defines all that 

a man should believe, while the other 
branch, "Shari'a," prescribes everything that 
he should do. There is no priesthood and 
no sacraments. Except among the
Sufis, Muslims receive instruction only from 
those who consider themselves adequately 
learned in theology or law. 

The basis for Islamic doctrine is found in 
the Qur'an (Koran). It is the scripture of 
Islam, written by Muhammad and his 
disciples as dictated by the Angel Gabriel. 
It alone is infallible and without error. 

The Qur'an is comprised of 114 surahs, or 
chapters, arranged from longest to shortest. 
For Muslims, the Qur'an is the word of God, 
and the vessel of the revelation of 
Muhammad, the last and most perfect of 
God's messengers to mankind.

In addition to the Qur'an, other documents 
are also referred to by followers of Islam. A 
number of additional sayings of Muhammad 
were complied in the Hadith ("tradition"). 

The Torat (of Moses), Suhuf (books of the 
prophets), Zabur (psalms of David), and the 
Injil (gospel of Jesus) are also studied and 
considered to be revelations, although they 
are believed to have been corrupted 
through time.
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Five Articles of Islamic Faith
The five articles of faith are the main 
doctrines of Islam. All Muslims are 
expected to believe the following:

1. God. There is one true God and his 
name is Allah. 

2. Angels. Angels exist and interact with 
human lives. They are comprised of light, 
and each has a different purpose or 
message to bring to Earth. Each man or 
woman has two angels who record his

  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  1

INFINITIVE CLAUSES AND PHRASES OF PURPOSE

Purpose clauses are introduced by conjunctions such as “to”, “so as to”, “so that”, 
“in order to”, “in order that”. A purpose clause usually comes after a main clause 
to make a complete sentence.

Reason clauses are introduced by conjunctions such as “as” “because”, or "in 
case".

The children sleep together to keep warm.

They locked the door to stop us from getting out.

He had given up his job in order to stay at home.

I keep the window open, so as to let fresh air in.

      Exercise

Rewrite these sentences to include a “ to” infinitive purpose clause, use the 
words given in brackets.

1. Everyone  was pushing because they wanted to get to the front of the gate. 
    (in order to)

2. Try to write clearly. That way you will avoid being misunderstood. (so as to)

3. A lot of people learn English because they want to study in the U.S.A. (in order to)

4. What do I need to know, if I want to be a good lawyer. (in order to)

5. She woke up early because she wanted to get the room ready. (in order to)

6. If you to have fifty students, you will need at least three teachers. (in order to)

W

riting
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The Five Pillars of Faith
The five pillars of Islamic faith are 
observances in Islam which are duties each 
Muslim must perform. 

1. Creed (Kalima)- One must state, "There 
is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is 
Allah´s Prophet" publicly to become a 
Muslim. 

2. Prayer (Salat)- Prayer must be done 
five times a day (upon rising, at noon, in 
mid-afternoon, after sunset, and before 
going to sleep) towards the direction of 
Mecca. The call to prayer is sounded by 
the muezzin (Muslim crier) from a tower 
(minaret) within the mosque. 

3. Almsgiving (Zakat)- Muslims are legally 
required to give one-fortieth of their income 
to the needy. Since those to whom alms 
are given are helping the giver achieve 
salvation, there is no sense of shame in 
receiving charity. 

4. Fasting (Ramadan)- During the holy 
month of Ramadan, faithful Muslims fast 
from sunrise to sundown each day. This 
develops self-control, devotion to God, and 
identification with the needy.

5. Pilgrimage (Hajj)- Each Muslim is 
expected to make the pilgrimage to Mecca 
at least once in their lifetime if they have 
the means to do it and are physically 
capable of the trip. It is an essential part of 
gaining salvation, so the old or infirm may 
send someone in their place. It involves a 
set of rituals and ceremonies. 

A sixth religious duty associated with the 
five pillars is Jihad, or Holy War. This duty

actions; one records good deeds, the other 
bad deeds. 

3. Scripture. There are four inspired books, 
the Torah of Moses, the Psalms (Zabin) of 
David, the Gospel of Jesus Christ (Injil) and 
the Qur'an. All but the Qur'an have been 
corrupted by Jews and Christians. 

4. Prophets. God has spoken through 
numerous prophets throughout time. The

six greatest are: Adam, Noah, Abraham, 
Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad. 
Muhammad is the last and greatest of 
Allah's messengers. 

5. Last Days. On the last day there will be 
a time of resurrection and judgment. Those 
who follow Allah and Muhammad will go to 
Islamic heaven, or Paradise. Those who do 
not will go to hell.

requires that if the situation warrants, men 
are required to go to war to defend or 
spread Islam. If they are killed, they are 
guaranteed eternal life in Paradise

Islam has about 1.3 billion adherents.

Judaism
Judaism is a monotheistic religion which 
believes that the world was created by a 
single, all-knowing divinity, and that all 
things within that world were designed to 
have meaning and purpose as part of a 
divine order. According to the teachings of 
Judaism, God's will for human behavior was 
revealed to Moses and the Israelites at 
Mount Sinai. The Torah, or commandments, 
w h i c h r e g u l a t e h o w
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humans are to live their lives, were a gift 
from God so that they might live according 
to his will.

Statement of Faith
Moses Maimonides, a Spanish Jewish who 
lived in the 12th century, tried to condense 
the basic beliefs of Judaism into the form 
of a creed. 

It is still followed by the traditional forms of 
Judaism.

1. I believe with perfect faith that the 
Creator, blessed be his name, is the 
Creator and Guide of everything that has 
been created; He alone has made, does 
make, and will make all things.

2. I believe with perfect faith that the 
Creator, blessed be his name, is One, and 
that there is no unity in any manner like 
unto his, and that He alone is our God, who 
was, and is, and will be.

3. I believe with perfect faith that the 
Creator, blessed be his name, is not a 
body, and that he is free from all the 

properties of matter, and that He has not 
any form whatever.

4. I believe with perfect faith that the 
Creator, blessed be his name, is the first 
and the last. 

5. I believe with perfect faith that to the 
Creator, blessed be his name, and to him 
alone, it is right to pray, and that it is not 
right to pray to any being besides him.

6. I believe with perfect faith that all the 
works of the prophets are true.

7. I believe with perfect faith that the 
prophecy of Moses, our teacher, peace be 
unto him, was true, and that he was the 
chief of the prophets, both of those who 
preceded and of those who followed him.

8. I believe with perfect faith that the whole 
Torah, now in our possession, is the same 
that was given to Moses, our teacher, peace 
be unto him.

9. I believe with perfect faith that this Torah 
will not be changed, and that there will never 
be any other law from the Creator, blessed 
be his name.

10. I believe with perfect faith that the 
Creator, blessed be his name, knows every 
deed of the children of men, and all their 
thoughts, as it is said. It is He that fashioned 
the hearts of them all, that gives heed to all 
their works.

11. I believe with perfect faith that the 
Creator, blessed be his Name, rewards 
those that keep his commandments and 
punishes those that transgress them.

12. I believe with perfect faith in the coming 
of the Messiah; and, though he tarry, I will 
wait daily for his coming.

13. I believe with perfect faith that there will 
be a revival of the dead at the time when it 
shall please the Creator, blessed be his 
name, and exalted be his fame for ever and 
ever.

For Thy salvation I hope, O Lord.
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Buddhism
The basic beliefs of Buddhism can be 
demonstrated in the following concepts and 
doctrines.

The Four Noble Truths
The First Noble Truth is the existence of 
suffering. Birth is painful and death is painful; 
disease and old age are painful. Not having 
what we desire is painful and having what we 
do not desire is also painful. 

The Second Noble Truth is the cause of 
suffering. It is the craving desire for the 
pleasures of the senses, which seeks 
satisfaction now here, now there; the craving 
for happiness and prosperity in this life and in 
future lives.

The Third Noble Truth is the ending of 
suffering. To be free of suffering one must give 
up, get rid of, extinguish this very craving, so 
that no passion and no desire remain.

Three Branches of Judaism
These are the three branches of Judaism 
which form the framework for the type of 
lifestyle and beliefs of Jewish individuals: 

 1. Orthodox: Traditionalists who observe 
most of the traditional dietary and 
ceremonial laws of Judaism. 

2. Conservative: Do not hold to the 
importance of a Jewish political state, but 
put more emphasis on the historic and 
religious aspects of Judaism, doctrinally 
somewhere between Orthodox and Reform. 

3. Reform:  The liberal wing of Judaism, 
culture and race oriented with little 
consensus on doctrinal or religious belief.

The Fourth Noble Truth leads to the 
ending of all pain by way of the Eightfold 
Path.

The Eightfold Path 

The first step on that path is Right Views: 
You must accept the Four Noble Truths and 
the Eightfold Path.

The second is Right Resolve: You must 
renounce to the pleasures of the senses; 
you must harbor no ill will towards anyone 
and harm no living creature.

The third is Right Speech: Do not lie; do 
not slander or abuse anyone. Do not 
indulge in idle talk. 

The fourth is Right Behavior: Do not 
destroy any living creature; take only what 
is given to you; do not commit any unlawful 
sexual act.

The fifth is Right Occupation: You must 
earn your livelihood in a way that will harm 
no one.

The sixth is Right Effort: You must resolve 
and strive heroically to prevent any evil 
qualities from arising in you and to abandon 
any evil qualities that you may possess.

Strive to acquire good qualities and 
encourage those you do possess to grow, 
increase, and be perfected.
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Buddhist Precepts 

There are five precepts taught by Buddhism 
that all Buddhists should follow: 

1. Kill no living thing. 

2. Do not steal. 

3. Do not commit adultery. 

4. Tell no lies. 

5. Do not drink intoxicating liquids or take 
drugs. 

Other precepts apply only to monks and 
nuns: 

1. Eat moderately and only at the appointed 
time. 

The seventh is Right Contemplation: Be 
observant, strenuous, alert, contemplative, 
and free of desire and of sorrow.

The eighth is Right Meditation: When you 
have abandoned all sensuous pleasures, 
all evil qualities, both joy and sorrow, you 
must then enter the four degrees of 
meditation, which are produced by 
concentration.

2. Avoid that which excites the senses. 
3. Do not wear adornments. 
4. Do not sleep in luxurious beds. 
5. Accept no silver or gold.

Hinduism

Hinduism is based on the concept that 
human and animal spirits reincarnate, or 
come back to Earth to live many times in 
different forms. 

The belief that souls move up and down an 
infinite hierarchy depending on the 
behaviors they practiced in their life is visible 
in many of the Hindu societal policies. 

The caste system survives and charity 
towards others is unheard of because each 
individual deserves to be in the social class 
they were born in. A person is born into the 
highest class because they behaved well 
in a past life, and a person is born into 
poverty and shame because of 
misbehaviors in a past life.

Today, a Hindu can be polytheistic (more 
than one god), monotheistic (one god), 
pantheistic (god and the universe are one), 
agnostic (unsure if god exists), or atheistic 
(no god) and still claim to be Hindu. 

This open theology makes it difficult to 
discuss basic beliefs since there are many 
ideas about what Hinduism means. 
However, these universal ideas must be 
mentioned.
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Central to Hinduism are the concepts of 
reincarnation, the caste system, merging 
with Brahman (or the ultimate reality), 
finding morality, and reaching Nirvana (the 
peaceful escape from the cycle of 
reincarnation).
Religious documents include Sruti, (what 
is heard) and Smriti, (what is remembered). 
The Sruti include deeply religious things 
communicated to a seer and recorded. 
The Vedas, the religious writings, include 
mantras (hymns of praise), brahmanas 
(sacrificial rituals) and upanishads (108 
sacred teachings). The Smriti include the 
law (books of laws), Puranas (myths, 
stories, legends) and epics (sets of holy 
myths including Ramayana and 
Mahabharata).

The Hindu paths to salvation include the 
way of works (rituals), the way of knowledge 

(realization of reality and self-reflection), 
and the way of devotion (devotion to the 
god that you choose to follow). If the 
practitioner follows the paths of these ways, 
salvation can be achieved. In anthropology, 
animism can be considered to be the 
original human religion, being defined 
simply as belief in the existence of spiritual 
beings. It dates back to the earliest humans 
and continues to exist today, making it the 
oldest form of religious belief on Earth. 

It is characteristic of aboriginal and native 
cultures, yet it can be practiced by anyone 
who believes in spirituality but does not 
proscribe to any specific organized religion.
The basis for animism is acknowledgment 
that there is a spiritual realm which humans 
share the universe with. The concepts that 
humans possess souls and that souls have 
life apart from human bodies before and 
after death are central to animism, along 
with the ideas that animals, plants, and 
celestial bodies have spirits.

 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  2

CLAUSES OF MANNER
We use manner clauses to talk about how something is done. Manner clauses are 
introduced by conjuntions such as, “as if”, “as though”, or “like”

A manner clause needs a main clause to make a complete sentence.

The bricks are still made as they were in Roman times.

She reacted as if she didn’t know about the race.

  She acts as though she owns the place.
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W

riting
       Exercise

Match the questions and answers

1. I wonder how he gets into the house? a. Maybe his father gave him a lift.

2. How do you think he got there? b. They were at university together.

3. Do you know how she became wealthy?  c. He must have climbed in a window.

4. I  wonder how Maria heard the news? d. Perhaps she won the state lottery.

5. Do you know how they met? e. I think her husband told her about it.

Scientism

This is the belief that scientific knowledge is the only valid kind of knowledge, and that 
the scientific community is the ultimate judge of what is true. Many people who call 
themselves atheists or agnostics are believers in Scientism, as are a number of reformed 
Jews and liberal Christians. From this point of view, traditional authority and revelatory 
religious experiences are viewed with suspicion or even contempt. Despite the fact that 
many of Scientism's followers claim to be non-religious or even hostile to religion, 
Scientism's defining beliefs are themselves not scientifically testable and must be 
classified as religious beliefs. Many fundamentalist Christians believe that Scientism 
has replaced Christianity as the unofficial state religion. 
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Population per religion in your country
2. Different sectarian religions
3. Strange religious rituals

Look for more information about:

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SCENARIO 

13
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS
1. What makes a leader great?
2. What do you know about Napoleon Bonaparte?
3. Do you believe great leaders are only political?

GREAT LEADERS
"Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man's 
character, give him power."
       - Abraham Lincoln

MY GOAL: To learn and apply the past modals for degrees of certainty and the 
past modals for opinions and advice. Also to learn something about some of the greatest 
leaders in human history.

   ALEXANDER THE GREAT
Alexander the Great, transliterated Megas Alexandros; (Birthplace: Pella, Macedon, 
Greece - July 20 or 26, 356 BC–, June 10, 323 BC), King of Macedon 336–323 BC, was 
arguably the most successful military commander of ancient history, conquering most 
of the known world before his death.  Born in 356 BC in Pella, Macedonia. Alexander is 
also known in Zoroastrian Middle Persian works such as the Arda Wiraz as "the accursed 
Alexander" due to his destruction of the Persian Empire and its capital Persepolis. 

He is also known in Eastern traditions as 
Dhul-Qarnayn (the two-horned one), 
apparently due to an image on coins minted 
during his rule that seemingly depicted him 
with the two ram's horns of the Egyptian 
God Ammon. 

In Iran, north-west India and modern-day 
Pakistan, he is known as Sikandar-e-Azam 
(Alexander the Great) and many male 
children are named Sikandar (or Iskander) 
after him.
Following the unification of the multiple 
city-states of ancient Greece under the rule 
of his father, Philip II of Macedon, (a labor 
Alexander had to repeat - twice - because 
the southern Greeks rebelled after Philip's 
death), Alexander conquered the Persian 
Empire, including Anatolia, Syria, Phoenicia, 
Gaza, Egypt, Bactria and Mesopotamia, 
and extended the boundaries of his own 
empire as far as the Punjab. 
Alexander integrated non-Greeks into his 
army and administration, leading some
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scholars to credit him with a “policy of 
fusion.” He encouraged marriage between 
Greeks and non-Greeks, and practiced it 
himself. After twelve years of constant 
military campaigning, Alexander died, 
possibly of malaria, typhoid or a viral 
encephalitis. 

His conquests ushered in centuries of 
Greek settlement and rule over non-Greek 
areas, a period known as the Hellenistic 
Age. Alexander himself lived on in the 
history and myth of both Greek and 
non-Greek peoples. Already during his 
lifetime, and especially after his death, his 
exploits inspired a literary tradition in which 
he appears as a towering legendary hero 
in the tradition of Achilles.

Aristotle was Alexander's tutor; he gave 
Alexander a thorough training in rhetoric 
and literature and stimulated his interest in 
science, medicine, and philosophy. After 
his visit to the Oracle of Ammon at Siwah, 
according to all five of the extant historians 
(Arrian, Curtius, Diodorus, Justin, and 
Plutarch), rumors spread that the Oracle 
had revealed Alexander's father to be Zeus, 
rather than Philip. 

According to Plutarch, his father descended 
from Heracles through Caranus and his 
mother descended from Aeacus through 
Neoptolemus and Achilles.

Various national, ethnic and cultural origins 
regard him as a national hero. They argue 
that historical accounts describing

Alexander's relations with Hephaestion and 
Bagoas as sexual were written centuries 
after the fact, and thus it can never be 
established what the 'real' relationship 
between Alexander and his male 
companions were. Others argue that the 
same can be said about all our information 
regarding Alexander. Such debates, 
however, are considered anachronistic by 
scholars of the period, who point out that 
the concept of homosexuality did not exist 
in Greco-Roman antiquity: sexual attraction 
between males was seen as a normal and 
universal part of human nature since it was 
believed that men were attracted to beauty, 
an attribute of the young, regardless of 
gender. 

If Alexander's love life was transgressive it 
was not for his love of beautiful youths but 
for his involvement with a man his own age, 
in a time when the standard model of male 
love was pederastic. 

On the afternoon of June 10th-11th, 323 
B.C., Alexander died of a mysterious illness 
in the palace of Nebuchadrezzar II of 
Babylon.

He was only 33 years old. Various theories 
have been proposed for the cause of his 
death which include poisoning by the sons 
of Antipater, sickness that followed a 
drinking party or a relapse of the malaria 
he had contracted in 336 B.C.

After Alexander's death his empire was 
divided among his officers, first mostly with 
the pretense of preserving a united 
kingdom, later with the explicit formation of 
rival monarchies and territorial states.
Ultimately, the conflict was settled after the 
Battle of Ipsus in Phrygia in 301 B.C. 
Alexander's empire was divided at first into 
four major portions: Cassander ruled in 
Macedon, Lysimachus in Thrace, Seleucus 
in Mesopotamia and Iran, and Ptolemy in 
the Levant and Egypt.

Antigonus ruled for a while in Asia Minor 
and Syria, but was eventually defeated by 
the other generals at Ipsus (301 B.C.). 
Control over Indian territory was short-lived, 
ending when Seleucus was defeated by 
Chandragupta Maurya, the first Mauryan 
emperor.
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 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  1

PAST MODALS FOR DEGREES OF CERTAINTY

Probability: she must have left already. She must not have wanted to come.
 
She couldn’t have forgotten the party.

Possibility: she may have forgotten She may not have wanted to come. 
our invitation. 
 

She might have forgotten the time. She might not have remembered the time.

 
Her car could have broken down.

               Exercise

Read each situation and choose the best explanation.

1. Ana wasn’t in a very good mood today. a. She could have gotten a raise.

2. Brian got a call and looked worried. b. He must not have slept.

3. The teacher looked very pleased today. c. He may have been to the casino again.

4. Sam couldn’t keep his eyes open. d. He could have heard good news.

5. Tom was fired from his job. e. She may have fought with her   
     boyfriend.

6. David seems to be broke. f. He might not have done his work.

W

riting

Gaius Julius Caesar 
(Classical Latin:  
IMP•C•IVLIVS•CAESAR•DIVVS¹) (b. July 
13th,  B.C.  100 B.C.; d .  March  15th, 44 
B.C.).   He   was   a   Roman  military and 
political leader. 

He was instrumental in the transformation 
of the Roman Republic into the Roman 
Empire. His conquest of Gaul extended the 
Roman world all the way to the Atlantic 
Ocean, introducing Roman influence into 
what has become modern France, of which 
direct consequences are visible to this day. 
This conquest also led to the gradual 

extinction of many Celtic languages in Gaul. 
In 55 B.C. Caesar launched the first Roman 
invasion of Britain. Caesar fought and won 
a civil war which left him undisputed master 
of the Roman world, and began extensive 
reforms of Roman society and government. 
He was proclaimed dictator for life, and 
heavily centralized the already faltering 
government of the weak Republic. Caesar's 
friend Marcus Brutus conspired with others 
to assassinate Caesar in hopes of saving 
the Republic. The dramatic assassination 
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Napoleon Bonaparte 
(August 15th, 1769 – May 5th, 1821) was 
a general of the French Revolution, and 
the ruler of France as First Consul (Premier 
Consul) of the French Republic from 
November 11th, 1799 to May 18th, 1804, 
then as Emperor of the French (Empereur 
des Français) and King of Italy under the 
name Napoleon I from May 18th, 1804 to 
April 6th, 1814, and again briefly from 
March 20th to June 22nd, 1815.

Napoleon developed a number of 
innovative military strategies that led to 
many successful campaigns and surprising 
victories, as well as some spectacular 
failures. Over the course of little more than 
a decade, he fought virtually every 
European power and acquired control of 
most of the western and central mainland 
of Europe by conquest or alliance until his 
disastrous invasion of Russia in 1812, 
followed by defeat at the Battle of the 
Nations near Leipzig in October 1813, 
which led to his abdication several months 
later. He staged a comeback known as the 
Hundred Days (les Cent Jours), but was 
again defeated decisively at the Battle of 

on the Ides of March sparked a new civil 
war between the Caesarians: Octavian, 
Mark Antony, Lepidus, and Republicans: 
Brutus, Cassius, and Cicero among others. 
This conflict ended with a Caesarian victory 
at the Battle of Philippi, and the formal 
establishment of the Second Triumvirate in 
which Octavian, Antony, and Lepidus 
shared control of Rome. Tensions between 
Octavian and Antony soon plunged Rome 
into further civil war, culminating in Antony's 
defeat at the Battle of Actium, and leaving 
Octavian as the undisputed leader of the 
Roman world.

This period of civil wars transformed the 
Roman Republic into the Roman Empire 
with Caesar's great nephew and adopted 
son Octavian, later known as Caesar 
Augustus, installed as the first Emperor.

Caesar's military campaigns are known in 
detail from his own written Commentaries 
(Commentarii), and many details of his life 
are recorded by later historians such as 
Suetonius, Plutarch, and Cassius Dio.
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  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  2

PAST MODALS FOR OPINIONS AND ADVICE

He should have left early. I would have asked her to leave.

He shouldn’t have stayed so late. I wouldn’t have stayed so late.

He could have been more considerate. You could have reminded him of  the 
time.

       Exercise

Read this situation. Think of suggestions or comments

Fred’s friend borrowed his motorcycle and dented it. When he returned it, he 
didn’t say anything to Fred about it. What would  you have done if  you were 
Fred? What should his friend have done? 

W

riting

Waterloo in Belgium on June 18th, 1815, 
followed shortly afterwards by his surrender 
to the British and his exile to the island of 
Saint Helena, where he died.

Aside from his military achievements, 
Napoleon is also remembered for the 
establishment of the Napoleonic Code, for 
which he is considered by some to have 
been one of the "enlightened monarchs"; 
others regard him as a tyrannical dictator 
whose wars and rule led to the death of 
millions and the permanent loss of prestige 
for France.

Napoleon appointed several members of 
the Bonaparte family as monarchs. 
Although their reigns did not survive his 
downfall, a nephew, Napoleon III, ruled 
France later in the 19th century. Bonaparte 
instituted several lasting reforms including 
centralized administration of the 
départements, higher education, a tax 
system, a central bank, law codes, and road 
and sewer systems. He negotiated the 
Concordat of 1801 with the Catholic 
Church, seeking to reconcile the mostly 
Catholic population with his regime. His set 
of civil laws, the Napoleonic Code or Civil 
Code, has importance to this day in many 
countr ies. The Code was 

prepared by committees of legal experts 
under the supervision of Jean Jacques 
Régis de Cambacérès, who held the office 
Second Consul from 1799 to 1804; 
Bonaparte, however, participated actively 
in the sessions of the Council of State that 
revised the drafts. Other codes were 
commissioned by Bonaparte to codify 
criminal and commerce law. In 1808, a 
Code of Criminal Instruction was published, 
which enacted precise rules of judicial 
procedure. Although contemporary 
standards may consider these procedures 
as favoring the prosecution, when enacted 
they sought to preserve personal freedoms 
and to remedy the prosecutorial abuses 
commonplace in European courts.
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Emperor of the French
Main articles: First French Empire, Third 
Coalition, Fourth Coalition In January 1804, 
Bonaparte's police discovered an 
assassination plot against him, ostensibly 
sponsored by the Bourbons. In retaliation, 
Bonaparte ordered the arrest of the Duc 
d'Enghien, in a violation of the sovereignty 
of Baden. After a hurried secret trial, the 
Duke was executed on March 21st. 
Bonaparte then used this incident to justify 
the re-creation of a hereditary monarchy in 
France, with himself as Emperor, on the 
theory that a Bourbon restoration would be 
impossible once the Bonapartist succession 
was entrenched in the constitution.

Napoleon crowned himself Emperor on  
December 2nd, 1804 at Notre-Dame 
Cathedral. Claims that he seized the crown 
out of  the hands of Pope Pius VII during 
the ceremony in order to avoid subjecting 
himself to the authority of the pontiff are 
apocryphal; in fact, the coronation 
procedure had been agreed upon in 
advance. After the Imperial regalia had 
been blessed by the Pope, Napoleon 
crowned himself before crowning his wife 
Joséphine as Empress. 

Then at Milan's cathedral on May 26th, 
1805, Napoleon was crowned King of Italy 
with the Iron Crown of Lombardy. By 1805 
Britain instigated a Third Coalition against 
Napoleon. Napoleon knew the French fleet 
could not defeat the Royal Navy and 
therefore arranged to lure the British fleet 
away from the English Channel so that a 
joint Spanish and French fleet could regain 
control of the Channel for twenty-four hours, 
enough for French armies to cross to 
England. 

However, with  Austria and Russia 
preparing an invasion of France and its 
allies, he had to change his plans and turn 
his attention to the continent. The newly 
born Grande Armee secretly marched 
towards Germany. On October 20th, 1805 
it surprised the Austrians at Ulm. 

The next day, however, at the Battle of 
Trafalgar (October 21st, 1805), Britain 
gained lasting control of the seas. A few 
weeks later, Napoleon secured a major 
victory against Austria and Russia at 

Austerlitz (December 2nd), forcing Austria 
yet again to sue for peace.

A Fourth Coalition was assembled the 
following year, and Napoleon defeated 
Prussia at the Battle of Jena-Auerstedt 
(October 14th, 1806). He marched on 
against advancing Russian armies through 
Poland, and was attacked at the bloody 
Battle of Eylau on February 6th, 1807. After 
a major victory at Friedland he signed a 
treaty at Tilsit in East Prussia with Tsar 
Alexander I of Russia, dividing Europe 
between the two powers. He placed puppet 
rulers on the thrones of German states, 
including his brother Jerome as King of the 
new state of Westphalia. In the French part 
of Poland, he established the Duchy of 
Warsaw with King Frederick Augustus I of 
Saxony as ruler. Between 1809 and 1813 
Napoleon also served as Regent of the 
Grand Duchy of Berg for his brother Louis 
Bonaparte.

Ludwig van Beethoven initially dedicated 
his third symphony, the Eroica (Italian for 
"heroic"), to Napoleon in the belief that the 
general would sustain the democratic and 
republican ideals of the French Revolution, 
but in 1804, as Napoleon's imperial 
ambitions became clear, renamed the 
symphony as the "Sinfonia Eroica, 
composta per festeggiare il Sovvenire di un 
grand Uomo", or in English, "composed to 
celebrate the memory of a great man".
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Current world political leaders
2. Simon Bolivar
3. Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla

Look for more information about:

Notes:
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SCENARIO 

14
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. What are the political structures?
2. What does the legislature branch do?
3. What is the executive role?

POLITICAL STRUCTURES

“Democracy is the government of the people, by the people, for 
the people”.
 - Abraham Lincoln.

MY GOAL:  My objectives for this Scenario are to use appropiately the passive 
to describe process with be and modals. Also to learn Defined and non Defined relative 
clauses, and to understand the structure of the state in modern society.

   INTRODUCTION

The modern state is established around the doctrine of ‘separation of powers’ in which 
the legislative, executive and judicial branches of government are distinct from one 
another to prevent abuse of power. The doctrine traces back to ancient Greece and was 
further developed by English and French philosophers. In the United States Constitution, 
the phrase separation of powers never appears, but is clearly implied by the structure 
of the Constitution. Therein, "all legislative powers" are "vested in a Congress of the 
United States", "the executive power" is "vested in the President of the United States, 
and "the judicial power" is "vested in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as 
the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish". Each branch has powers 
that restrain the other branches in a system of checks and balances that are designed 
to prevent the concentration and abuse of power.

   LEGISLATURE BRANCH

It is a governmental deliberative assembly with the power to adopt laws. Legislatures 
are known by many names, including: parliament, congress, diet and national assembly.
In parliamentary systems of government, the legislature is formally supreme and appoints 
the executive.

In presidential systems of government, the legislature is considered a power branch 
which is equal to, and independent of, the executive.

In addition to enacting laws, legislatures usually have exclusive authority to raise taxes 
and adopt the budget and other money bills. The consent of the legislature is also often 
required to ratify treaties and declare war.
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Chambers
The primary component of a legislature is 
one or more chambers or houses which 
are assemblies that debate and vote upon 
bills. Most legislatures are either bicameral 
or unicameral:

• A unicameral legislature is the simplest 
kind of law-making body and has only one 
house.
 
• A bicameral legislature possesses two 
separate chambers, usually described as 
an upper house and a lower house, which 
may differ in duties, powers, and methods 
for the selection of members. In most 
parliamentary systems, the lower house is 
the most powerful house while the upper 
house is merely a chamber of advice or 
review. However in presidential systems 
the powers of the two houses are often 
similar or equal. 

In federations it is typical for the upper 
house to represent the component states. 
For this purpose the upper house may 
either contain the delegates of state 
governments, as is the case of Germany 
and was the case in the pre-19th century 
United States, or to be elected according 
to a formula that grants disproportionate 
representation to smaller states, as is the 
case today in Australia and the United 
States. Historically, as well as bicameral 
and unicameral bodies, there have also 
been rare instances of tricameral 
legislatures.

Many legislatures are said to include not 
just one or more houses but also the head 
of state. This is because in most systems 
it is necessary that, after being approved 
by the house or houses of the legislature, 
a bill receive the assent of the head of state 
before it can become law. 

This may be the case even if, as is the case 
in many parliamentary systems, the assent 
of the head of state is merely a formality 
and will not be withheld. It is also common, 
however, for the head of state not to be 
considered a formal part of the legislature, 
even if they have the power to veto laws. 
The British Parliament formally consists of 
the Crown, and two houses; similarly, the 

Irish Oireachtas consists officially of the 
President and two houses. In contrast, the 
United States Congress consists only of its 
two houses and does not officially include 
the U.S. president, despite the fact that he 
wields a veto.

Competences
The power of legislatures varies widely from 
country to country. Rubber stamp legislature 
is a derogatory name for a legislature that 
has no real power but simply approves, by 
unanimous or near unanimous votes, bills 
put before it by other institutions. For 
example, the legislatures of many 
Communist states were often derided as 
mere 'rubber stamps' for decisions of the 
ruling party. The term is not usually used 
to describe legislatures of parliamentary 
systems. Although the final draft of 
legislation introduced by the government 
almost always passes, these legislatures 
are generally not labelled "rubber stamps" 
because legislators are involved in the 
drafting and amendment of bills.
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    Conversation.
Listen and practice

ANA: Working in politics must be really exciting.

TIM: Oh yeah, but it's also very hard work. You have to spend a lot of time in campaign.
ANA: Why is that?
TIM: Well, you have to visit many places, prepare speeches and talk to people 
 all the time.           
ANA: So, what kind of strategies are used?
TIM: There are so many strategies to get votes from people; it depends 
 on what you want to communicate.
ANA: I didn’t realize that.
TIM: Why don’t you come with me? I’m going to visit some electors next week. I’m 
 preparing my campaign.
ANA: Great, I'd love to join you!

                                
 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

PASSIVE DESCRIBING PROCESS
Most of the time the passive is used to describe how something is 
used, made or done.
Be + Past participle Modal + be + Past participle
Each politician isn’t loved. All of them should be loved. 
Only the good ones are loved. Many of them have to be dismissed.

S
peaking

W

riting
    Exercise
Match the sentences in column A with the correspondent sentence in column B.
 A  B
1- Gasoline prices... a- is currently being rebuilt.

2- Five people... b- has been disconnected.

3- This jacket... c- is not permited anywhere in this station.

4- Smoking... d- were killed in the rally.

5- The telephone... e- was made in China.

6- The old theater... f- have been raised.
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The Executive
Under the doctrine of the separation of 
powers, the executive is the branch of a 
government charged with implementing, or 
executing, the law and running the 
day-to-day affairs of the government or 
state. The de facto most senior figure in an 
executive is referred to as the head of 
government. The executive may be referred 
to as the administration, in presidential 
systems, or simply as the government, in 
parliamentary systems.
In some constitutional monarchies, such 
as the United Kingdom, the monarch, who 
is the Head of State, is the de jure and 
theoretical head of the executive, and the 
Prime Minister, who he or she technically 
appoints, is the head of the monarch's 
government (i.e. "Her Majesty's 
Government"). 

In practice, however, a symbolic or 
figurehead Head of State does not actively 
exercise executive power, though decisions 
may be formally made in his or her name.
Along with the Prime Minister or executive 
President, the executive branch consists 
of the cabinet and the executive 
departments or ministries of the 
government.

Executives Around the World
Executive authority within a presidential 
system is exercised by a president who is 
also head of state. The president will not 
usually be designated by the legislature, 
and may instead be elected directly, or in 
the case of the President of the United 
States, indirectly, by an electoral college. 
Under presidential systems the legislature 
and the executive are formally distinct, and 
it is usually expressly forbidden for the 
president and other executive officers to 
be members of the legislature.

In parliamentary systems, the executive 
branch is generally comprised of a prime 
minister and a cabinet, who must directly 
or indirectly secure the support of the 
legislature. In a semi-presidential system 
(such as France, for example) executive 
powers are shared between the president 
and a prime minister.

The Executive Role
It is usually the role of the executive to:

• Enforce the law. To achieve this, the 
executive administers the prisons and the 
police force, and prosecutes criminals in 
the name of the state. 

• Conduct the foreign relations of the state. 

• Command the armed forces. 

• Appoint state officials, including judges 
and diplomats. 

• Administer government departments and 
public services. 

• Issue executive orders (also known as 
secondary legislation, ordinances, edicts or 
decrees).
 
Many constitutions require that certain 
executive powers may only be exercised in 
conjunction with the legislature. For 
example, often the consent of the legislature 
is required to ratify treaties, appoint 
important officials, or to declare war. In the 
United Kingdom, however, the executive is 
exempt from most such limitations under 
the royal prerogative.
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GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 2

RELATIVE CLAUSES

Defining relative clauses explain or identify the person you are talking about.
A candidate advisor is a person.

He gets the speeches ready for the candidate.

A candidate advisor is the person that gets the speeches ready for the candidate. 

Non-defining relative clauses give further information about someone.

A candidate advisor gets the speeches ready for the candidate.

A candidate advisor is often relatively experienced in politics.

A candidate advisor, who is often experienced in politics, gets the speeches ready for the 
candidate.

   Exercise

Look at the following sentences. In some the relative pronoun 'that' stands for a person 
and can be replaced by 'who'; In others, ' that' stands for a thing and can be replaced 
by 'which'. Write 'who' or 'which' in brackets.

1. A man presides over the senate./What's the name of the man.

___________________________________________________________________?

2. Some things were stolen. / Have you got back the things

___________________________________________________________________?

3. I left some money on the table, / The money 
______________________________________________ seems to have disappeared.

4. You read things in the Congress newspaper. / You shouldn’t believe all the things
 ____________________________________________________________________.

5. You went to the court for a petition right. / They cannot provide the petition.
____________________________________________________________________

W

riting
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The  Judicial Power
In the United States the power to decide 
cases and controversies is vested upon the 
Supreme Court and inferior courts 
established by Congress. The judges must 
be appointed by the President with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, hold 
office for life and receive compensations 
that may not be diminished during their 
continuance in office. If a court's judges do 
not have such attributes, the court may not 
exercise the judicial power of the United 
States. Courts exercising the judicial power 
are called "constitutional courts.

Congress may create "legislative courts," 
which frequently take the form of 
quasi-judicial agencies or commissions 
whose members do not have the same 
security of tenure or compensation as the 
constitutional court judges. Legislative 
courts may not exercise the judicial power 
of the United States. In Murray's Lessee 
vs. Hoboken Land & Improvement Co. 
(1856), the Supreme Court held that a 
legislative court may not decide "a suit at 
the common law, or in equity, or admiralty," 
as such a suit is inherently judicial.

Legislative courts may only adjudicate 
‘public rights’ questions (cases between the 
government and an individual involving 
political determinations). 

Courts check both the executive branch 
and the legislative branch through judicial 
review. This concept is not written into the 
Constitution, but was envisioned by many 
of the Constitution's Framers (for example, 

the Federalist Papers mention it). The 
Supreme Court established a precedent for 
judicial review in Marbury vs. Madison. 
There were protests by some at this 
decision, borne chiefly by political 
expediency, but political realities in the 
particular case paradoxically restrained 
opposing views from asserting themselves. 
For this reason, precedent alone 
established the principle that a court may 
strike down a law it deems unconstitutional.

A common misperception is that the 
Supreme Court is the only court that may 
determine constitutionality; the power is 
exercised even by the inferior courts, but 
only Supreme Court decisions are binding 
across the nation. Decisions of a Court of 
Appeals, for instance, are binding only in 
the circuit over which the court has 
jurisdiction.

The power to review the constitutionality of 
laws may be limited by Congress, which 
has the power to set the jurisdiction of the 
courts. The only constitutional limit on 
Congress' power to set the jurisdiction of 
the judiciary relates to the Supreme Court; 
the Supreme Court may exercise only 
appellate jurisdiction except in cases 
involving states and cases affecting foreign 
ambassadors, ministers or consuls.

The Chief Justice presides in the Senate 
during a President's impeachment trial. The 
rules of the Senate, however, generally do 
not grant much authority to the presiding 
officer. Thus, the Chief Justice's role in this 
regard is a limited one.
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Authoritarianism
2. Monarchies
3. Democracy

Look for more information about:

Notes:
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SCENARIO 

15
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. Do you know what global warming is?
2. What do you know about the Ecosystem productivity?
3. How can you help to save the environment?

ECOLOGY
“For modern ecologists, ecology can be studied at several levels; 
population, communities, ecosystem, and biosphere”

 - Ecologypedia.com

MY GOAL: When I complete Scenario 15 I’ll know how to make tag questions and 
express recommendations with passive modals, ought to be, and should be. I’ll also 
learn some interesting facts about ecology.

   INTRODUCTION

Ecology  is generally considered a branch of biology, the general science that studies 
living beings. Organisms can be studied at many different levels, from proteins and 
nucleic acids (in biochemistry and molecular biology), to cells (in cellular biology), to 
individuals (in botany, zoology, and other similar disciplines), and finally at the level of 
populations, communities, and ecosystems, to the biosphere as a whole; these latter 
strata are the primary subjects of ecological inquiries. Ecology is a multi-disciplinary 
science. Because of its focus on the higher levels of the organization of life on Earth 
and on the interrelations between organisms and their environment, ecology draws 
heavily on many other branches of science, especially geology and geography, 
meteorology, pedology, chemistry, and physics. Thus, ecology is said to be a holistic 
science,  one that over-arches older disciplines such as biology, which in this view 
become sub-disciplines contributing to ecological knowledge.

Agriculture,  fisheries, forestry, medicine 
and urban development are among human 
activites  that  would  fall within Hans 
Krebbs' (1972)  explanation  of  his  
definition  of ecology: "where organisms 
are found, how many occur there, and why".
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       Conversation.
Listen and practice

ANA: Sam, you look exhausted!

SAM: I know, I didn’t get much sleep last night.

ANA:How come?

SAM: I’ve been reading a lot about global warming.

ANA:  Oh! I heard that the ice cap in the North Pole is melting down.

SAM: Yeah, states shouldn’t be allowed to keep polluting the atmosphere.

ANA:The ecology movement is very concerned about the problem. Something has 

 to be done immediately!

 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  1
RECOMMENDATIONS WITH PASSIVE MODALS

When you think something is a good idea    

People ought to be required to stop pollution.

They shouldn’t be allowed to use fossil fuels.

When you think something is absolutely necessary

Something has got to be done to stop pollution. 

A law has to be made to prevent air pollution.

Laws must be passed to control smog (smoke from coal burning).

         Exercise
How do you feel about these issues? 

Complete the sentences affirmatively or negatively using the phrases for 
recommendations.

a. People ______________________ to smoke in public places. (Allow)

b. Laws ______________________ to control smog in the cities. (Make)

c. People ______________________ to recycle all disposable products. (Require)

d. People ______________________ to throw garbage on the beach. (Permit) 

e. Laws ______________________ to ban the sale of fluroucarbons. (Pass)

Li

stening

W

riting
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For modern ecologists, Ecology can be 
studied at several levels: population level 
(individuals of the same species), 
biocoenosis level (or community of species), 
ecosystem level, and biosphere level.

The outer layer of the planet Earth can be 
divided into several spheres: the 
hydrosphere (or sphere of water), the 
lithosphere (or sphere of soils and rocks), 
and the atmosphere (or sphere of the air). 
The biosphere (or sphere of life), sometimes 
described as "the fourth envelope", is all 
living matter on the planet or that portion of 
the planet occupied by life. 

The biosphere occupies the other three 
spheres, although there are no permanent 
inhabitants of the atmosphere. Relative to 
the volume of the Earth, the biosphere is 
only the very thin surface layer which 
extends from 11,000 meters below sea level 
to 15,000 meters above. It is thought that 
life first developed in the hydrosphere, at 
shallow depths, in the photic zone. 
Multicellular organisms then appeared and 
colonized benthic zones. Terrestrial life 
developed later, after the ozone layer 
protecting living beings from UV rays 
formed.  

Diversification of terrestrial species is 
thought to be increased by the continents 
drifting apart, or alternately, colliding. 
Biodiversity is expressed at the ecological 
level (ecosystem), population level 
(intraspecific diversity), species level 
(specific diversity), and genetic level. 
Recently technology has allowed the 
discovery of the deep ocean vent 
communities. This remarkable ecological 
system is not dependant on sunlight but 
bacteria, utilising the chemistry of the hot 
volcanic vents, which are at the base of its 
food chain.

The biosphere contains great quantities of 
elements such as carbon, nitrogen and 
oxygen. Other elements, such as 
phosphorus, calcium, and potassium, are 
also essential to life, yet are present in 
smaller amounts. At the ecosystem and 
biosphere levels, there is a continual 
recycling of all these elements, which 
alternate between the mineral and organic 
states. While there is a slight input of 

geothermal energy, the bulk of the 
functioning of the ecosystem is based on 
the input of solar energy. Plants and 
photosynthetic microorganisms convert light 
into chemical energy by the process of 
photosynthesis, which creates glucose (a 
simple sugar) and releases free oxygen. 
Glucose thus becomes the secondary 
energy source which drives the ecosystem. 
Some of this glucose is used directly by 
other organisms for energy. Other sugar 
molecules can be converted to other 
molecules such as amino acids. Plants use 
some of this sugar, concentrated in nectar 
to entice pollinators to aid them in 
reproduction. 

Cellular respiration is the process by which 
organisms (like mammals) break the 
glucose back down into its constituents, 
water and carbon dioxide, thus regaining 
the stored energy the sun originally gave 
to the plants. 

The proportion of photosynthetic activity of 
plants and other photosynthesizers to the 
respiration of other organisms determines 
the specific composition of the Earth's 
atmosphere, particularly its oxygen level. 
Global air currents mix the atmosphere and 
maintain nearly the same balance of 
elements in areas of intense biological 
activity and areas of slight biological activity. 
Water is also exchanged between the 
hydrosphere, lithosphere, atmosphere and 
biosphere in regular cycles. The oceans 
are large tanks, which store water, ensure 
thermal and climatic stability, as well as the 
transport of chemical elements thanks to 
large oceanic currents.
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  GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  2

TAG QUESTIONS

Affirmative statement + negative tag   Negative statements + affirmative tag   

Global warming is dangerous, isn’t it?   Coal burning isn’t harmful, is it?  

There are lots of gases, aren’t there?    There aren’t enough filters, are there?

They should make new laws, shouldn’t they?

       Exercise
Add tag questions to these statements.
There aren’t enough parks in the city  __________________________________?
Pollution is a major environmental threat  __________________________________? 
Animal hunting should be banned __________________________________?
Properly disposing garbage is important _______________________________?
Overfishing is depleting the oceans  __________________________________?

W

riting

Ecosystem Productivity
In an ecosystem, the connections between species are generally related to food and 
their role in the food chain. There are three categories of organisms:

• Producers -- plants which are capable of photosynthesis 

• Consumers -- animals, which can be primary consumers (herbivorous), or secondary 
or tertiary consumers (carnivorous). 

• Decomposers -- bacteria, mushrooms which degrade organic matter of all categories, 
and restore minerals to the environment.

These relations form sequences, in which 
each individual consumes the preceding 
one and is consumed by the one following, 
in what are called food chains or food 
network. In a food network, there will be 
fewer organisms at each level as one 
follows the links of the network up the chain.
These concepts lead to the idea of biomass 
(the total living matter in a given place), of 
primary productivity (the increase in the 
mass of plants during a given time) and of 
secondary productivity (the living matter 
produced by consumers and the 
decomposers in a given time).
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These two last ideas are key, since they 
make it possible to evaluate the load 
capacity, that is, the number of organisms 
which can be supported by a given 
ecosystem. In any food network, the energy 
contained at the producer level is not 
completely transferred to the consumers.
Thus, from an energy point of view, it is 
more efficient for humans to be primary 
consumers (to get nourishment from grains 
and vegetables) than as secondary 
consumers (from herbivores through beef 
and veal), and more still than as a tertiary 
consumer (from eating carnivores).
The productivity of ecosystems is 
sometimes estimated by comparing three 
types of land-based ecosystems and the 
total of aquatic ecosystems:

• The forests (1/3 of the Earth's land area) 
contain dense biomasses and are very 
productive. The total production of the 
world's forests corresponds to half of the 
primary production. 

• Savannas, meadows, and marshes (1/3 
of the Earth's land area) contain less dense 
biomasses, but are productive. These 
ecosystems represent the major part of 
what humans depend on for food. 

• Extreme ecosystems in the areas with 
more extreme climates -- deserts and 
semi-deserts, tundra, alpine meadows, and 
steppes -- (1/3 of the Earth's surface) have 
very sparse biomasses and low productivity 

• Finally, the marine and fresh water 
ecosystems (3/4 of Earth's surface) contain 
very sparse biomasses (apart from the 
coastal zones). Humanity's actions over the 
last few centuries have seriously reduced 
the amount of the Earth covered by forests 
(deforestation), and have increased 
agro-ecosystems (agriculture).  In recent 
decades, an increase in the areas occupied 
by extreme ecosystems has occurred 
(desertification).

Ecological Crisis
Generally, an ecological crisis is what 
occurs when the environment of life of a 
species or a population evolves in an 
unfavourable way to its survival. It may be 
that the environmental quality degrades 
compared to the species’ needs, after a 
change of abiotic ecological factors. It may 
be that the environment becomes 
unfavourable for the survival of a species 
(or a population) due to an increase 
pressure of predation (for example 
overfishing). Lastly, it may be that the 
situation becomes unfavourable to the 
quality of life of the species (or the 
population) due to rise in the number of 
individuals (overpopulation).Ecological 
crises may be more or less brutal (occurring 
between a few months to a few million 
years). They can also be of natural or 
anthropic origin.They may relate to one 
unique species or on the contrary, to a high 
number of species. Lastly, an ecological 
crisis may be local (as an oil spill) or global 
(a rise in the sea level related to global 
warming). According to its degree of 
endemism, a local crisis will have more or 
less significant consequences, from the 
death of many individuals to the total 
extinction of a species. Whatever its origin, 
disappearance of one or several species 
often will involve a rupture in the food chain, 
further impacting the survival of other 
species.
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In the case of a global crisis, the 
consequences can be much more 
significant; some extinction events showed 
the disappearance of more than 90% of 
existing species at that time. However, it 
should be noted that the disappearance of 
certain species, such as the dinosaurs, by 
freeing an ecological niche, allowed the 
development and the diversification of the 
mammals. An ecological crisis thus 
paradoxically favored biodiversity.

Sometimes, an ecological crisis can be a 
specific and reversible phenomenon at the 
ecosystem scale. But more generally, the 
crises impact will last. Indeed, it rather is a 
connected series of events, that occur till 
a final point. From this stage, no return to 
the previous stable state is possible, and a 
new stable state will be set up gradually 
(homeorhesy). Lastly, if an ecological crisis 
can cause extinction, it can also more 
simply reduce the quality of life of the 
remaining individuals. Thus, even if the 
diversity of the human population is 
sometimes considered threatened (see in 
particular indigenous people), few people 
envision human disappearance. However, 
epidemic diseases, famines, impact on 
health of reduction of air quality, food crises, 
reduction of living space, accumulation of 
toxic or non degradable wastes, threats on 
keystone species (great apes, panda, 
whales) are also factors influencing the 
well-being of people.

During the past decades, this increasing 
responsibility of humanity in some ecological 
crises has been clearly observed. Due to 
the increases in technology and a rapidly 
increasing population, humans have more 
influence on their own environment than 
any other ecosystem engineer.
Some usually quoted examples as 
ecological crises are:

• Permian-Triassic extinction event 250 
million of years ago 

• Cretaceous-Tertiary extinction event 65 
million years ago 

• Global warming related to the Greenhouse 
effect. Warming could involve flooding of 
the Asian deltas, multiplication of extreme 
weather phenomena and changes in the 
nature and quantity of the food resources.

• Ozone layer depletion (hole) issue 

• Deforestation and desertification, with 
disappearance of many species. 
The nuclear meltdown at Chernobyl in 1986 
caused the death of many people and 
animals from cancer, and caused mutations 
in a large number of animals and people. 
The area around the plant is now 
abandoned because of the large amount of 
radiation generated by the meltdown.
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Water pollution
2. Polluting industries

Look for more information about:

Notes:
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SCENARIO 

16
CULTURE

Real Scene Four

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

1. What are the most famous beaches in the world?
2. Would you go to a topless or nudist beach?
3. What is the most famous beach in your country? 

FAMOUS BEACHES 
OF THE WORLD

"Official nudist beaches are the ones where nudity is compulsory 
unless the weather is bad, they are tolerated by the authorities and 
they tend to be isolated from the non-nude areas to prevent conflicts"
 -Unknown

MY GOAL: After I finish Scenario 16, I'll be able to use noun phrases with 
gerunds, and I'll learn how  to use accomplishments properly. I'll also find some 
interesting tips about famous beaches of the world.

  INTRODUCTION

A beach or a strand is a geological formation consisting of loose rock particles such as 
sand, shingle, cobble, or even shell along the shoreline of a body of water.
Components
Some geologists consider a beach to be just a shoreline feature of deposited material, 
but William Bascom (1980) has argued that a beach is the entire system of sand set in 
motion by waves to a depth of ten meters (30+ feet) or more off ocean coasts. Submerged, 
longshore bars are therefore also part of the beach. In the Bascom approach, beaches 
can be viewed as either.

• Small systems in which the rock material moves onshore, offshore, or alongshore by 
the forces of waves and currents; or 
• Geological units of considerable size. The former are described in detail below; the 
larger geological units are discussed elsewhere under bars. Both types can be viewed 
as "beaches."

Lanikai Beach on O'ahu. This gently-sloping beach face is topped by a beach crest onto 
which a salt-tolerant grass (Sporobolus Virginicus) is spreading from the incipient dune. 
There are several conspicuous parts to a beach, all of which relate to the processes 
that form and shape it.

The part mostly above water (depending upon tide), and more or less actively 
influenced by the waves at some point in the tide, is termed the beach berm. The berm 
is the deposit of material comprising the active shoreline. The berm has a crest (top) 
and a face; the latter being the slope leading down towards the water from the crest. At 
the very bottom of the face, there may be a trough, and further seaward one or more 
longshore bars: slightly raised, underwater embankments formed where
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the waves first start to break. The sand 
deposit may extend well inland from the 
berm crest, where there may be evidence 
of one or more older crests (the storm 
beach) resulting from very large storm 
waves and beyond the influence of the 
normal waves. At some point the influence 
of the waves (even storm waves) on the 
material comprising the beach stops, and 
if the particles are small enough (like sand), 
winds shape the feature. Where wind is the 
force distributing the grains inland, the 
deposit behind the beach becomes a dune.

The line between beach and dune is difficult 
to define in the field. Over any significant 
period of time, sand is always being 
exchanged between them. The drift line 
(the high point of material deposited by 
waves) is one potential demarcation. This 
would be the point at which significant wind 
movement of sand could occur, since the 
normal waves do not wet the sand beyond 
this area. However, the drift line is likely to 
move inland under assault by storm waves.
 

Some beaches are artificial; they are either 
permanent or temporary .

There are several beaches which are 
claimed to be the "World's Longest", 
including Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh 
(120km), Fraser Island beach, 90 Mile 
Beach in Australia and 90 Mile Beach in 
New Zealand and Long Beach, Washington 
(which is about 30km). Wasaga Beach, 
Ontario on Georgian Bay claims to have 
the world's longest freshwater beach. 

The Marina Beach at Chennai, India, is the 
second longest beach in the world.

Beaches and Recreation
A beach is a popular form of recreational 
‘park’. Beaches have long been a popular 
attraction for tourism and recreation. 
Especially popular are seaside resorts and 
large white sand beaches. Of course, 
residents and tourists alike use beaches 
as a place for leisure and sport. 
The relatively soft formation of sand is 
comfortable to sit or lie on, and entering 

and exiting the water is far easier across a 
sand beach than a rocky shore. 

The waves present at beaches add to the 
enjoyment and make the sport of body 
surfing and related activities possible. 

One of the many attractions of a sand 
beach, especially for children, is playing 
with the sand, building sand castles and 
other constructs.

Towels and mats are typical beach 
"furniture". In the Victorian era, many 
popular beach resorts were equipped with 
bathing machines because even the 
all-covering beachware of the period was 
considered immodest. 

This social standard still prevails in some 
Muslim countries. At the other extreme are 
nude beaches, where no swimwear of any 
kind is compulsory.
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 Conversation.
 Listen and practice

MIKE: So, how long have you been working at the nudist beach?

TINA: For about five months.

MIKE: Do you enjoy it?

TINA: Most of the time. The work is very easy.

MIKE: What's the most challenging thing about working in a nudist beach?

TINA: For me, it's finding the way to put up with nasty people that go there sometimes.

MIKE:  And what's the most rewarding thing?

TINA:  The most rewarding thing about working in a nudist beach is meeting wonderful
  people all the time.                

 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 1

NOUN PHRASES WITH GERUNDS

Complex noun phrases in these sentences function as subjects.

The most challenging thing about working in a nudist beach is putting up with 
nasty people.

The most  rewarding  thing about working in a nudist beach is  meeting wonderful 
people all the time. 

GRAMMAR NOTE:  ANTONYMS

   Find six pairs of opposites in the list.

 relaxation sadness  joy anxiety

 praise relief stress criticism

 punishment reward failure success 

 _____________  ____________ _____________ ____________

 _____________  ____________ _____________ ____________

 _____________  ____________ _____________ ____________

 _____________  ____________ _____________ ____________

Li

stening
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   NUDIST BEACH

A nudist beach is a beach where the users 
generally wear no clothing, while a topless 
beach is one where upper body clothing is 
not required for women or men, although 
a swimming suit covering the genitals is 
required for both men and women. People 
visit these beaches for many reasons, 
including the joy of being nude or partially 
nude, because they enjoy looking at people 
who are nude, curiosity, personal 
philosophy, or simply because there is no 
reason to wear clothing.

Sunbathing with little or no clothing allows 
a more even sun tan, eliminating tan lines. 
Nudist beaches are variously known as 
"FKK" (from the German "Freikörperkultur"), 
"clothing optional" (C.O.) or "free" beaches; 
they are also described as being "au 
naturel".

The word "naturale" doesn't exist in the 
French language and "au naturel" is used 
only for food cooked without preparation. 
In French, nude beaches are called nudist 
beaches "plages nudistes" or, better, 
naturist beaches ("plages naturistes"). In 
UK English the term 'topless beach', 

or 'nudist beach' is most common. Whereas 
in American English ‘nude beach’ is 
acceptable.

Most existing nudist beaches have been 
used as such for many years and thus have 
become ‘traditionally nude’. Many are 
"unmanaged" beach areas that have been 
adopted by the local users in an effort to 
maintain the beach's ‘quality’. 

Others' right to existence has been 
recognized as such by one or another 
legislative body—municipal, regional or 
national, and are termed ‘official’ (although 
not necessarily legitimate).

One can distinguish between different types 
of beaches:

• ‘Official’ nudist beaches 

• Ones where nudity is compulsory unless 
the weather is bad, etc. 

• Ones where clothing is optional (e.g. 
nudity is permitted but not required) 

• Those that are tolerated by the ‘authorities’ 

• Those where nudity is illegal, and nude 
people risk a fine, or worse. In each case, 
the nude areas tend to be isolated from the 
non-nude areas to prevent conflicts.
In the United States, the number of 
traditional nude beaches has declined 
somewhat over past decade due to the 
influx of abusive users, the aging of the 
nudist community, and the efforts of 
fundamentalists to close them down.
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 GRAMMAR STRUCTURE  2

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

In the past these are expressed with the present perfect or simple past. 

I've managed to get a good acceptance in my job. 
I've been able to accomplish some of my goals.

In the future with the future perfect or "would like to have" + past participle.

What do you hope you'll have achieved in 5 years?
I hope I'll have seen most of the world beaches.
I'd like to have made a good start on my career.

       Exercise:

What are some of your accomplishments from the last six years?
What do you hope to have accomplished in the next six years?
Make a list of your accomplishments and discuss them with your agent. 

   FAMOUS BEACHES OF THE WORLD

The number of nudist beaches has, in fact, 
increased in some other places. Most of 
this increase can be attributed to the 
ongoing stewardship of local nudist 
organizations and the establishment of 
working relationships with—or lobbying 
of—local municipalities and law 
enforcement agencies. In fact, naturist 
attractions are increasingly being 
recogn ised as be ing a 

good source of tourist income. The users 
of nude beaches are sometimes the target 
of enforcement relating to legislation 
banning public nudity, often because of 
broad language included in laws or bills 
intended to target sexually oriented 
businesses. Nudist organizations such as 
the Naturist Action Committee have lobbied 
against such bills.

W

riting

Acapulco is a city and major sea port in the 
state of Guerrero on the Pacific coast of 
Mexico, 300 km (190 miles) SW of Mexico 
City, at 16.85° N 99.92°W. Acapulco is 
located on a deep, semicircular bay, almost 
land-locked, easy access, and with a secure 
anchorage that vessels can safely lie 
alongside the rocks that fringe the shore. 
Many consider it to be one of the best 
harbours on the Pacific coast of Mexico, 
and it is a port of call for shipping lines 
running between Panama and San 
Francisco, California, USA. In 2003 the 
estimated population was 638,000 people.
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Daytona Beach
The town is built on a narrow strip of low 
land, scarcely half a mile wide, between the 
shore line and the lofty mountains that 
encircle the bay. 

There is great natural beauty in the 
surroundings, but the mountains render the 
town difficult to access from the interior – 
or at least did, until the construction of a 
2-km-long tunnel to the waterfront from the 
hinterland in the 1990´s. An earlier effort to 
admit the cooling sea breezes by cutting a 
passage through the mountains called the 
Abra de San Nicolas had some beneficial 
effect. Daytona Beach is a city located in 
Volusia County, Florida, USA. 

As of 2004, the population estimates 
recorded by the U.S. Census Bureau is 
64,422 people. It consists of a mainland 
and a peninsula separated by the 
Intracoastal Waterway, locally called the 
Halifax River. 

The peninsula comprises the world-famous 
beach along the Atlantic Ocean. 

In 1927, during the early days of racing on 
the beach, one of the city's founding father's 
created the slogan, "The World's Most 
Famous Beach." Currently, over eight million 
tourists flock to Daytona Beach each year 
to enjoy the beach and the city's events. 

Daytona Beach's wide beach and smooth 
sands have been open to drivers for many 
years and were also used for the 
high-speed testing and racing of cars and 
motorcycles. 

This made the beach a mecca for racing 
enthusiasts and the city is now home to the 
Daytona International Speedway (a 
conventional racetrack founded by William 
France, which replaced the famous beach 
course in 1959). 

Close to the Speedway and adjacent to 
Daytona Beach International Airport is 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, a 
world-class university for the training of 
pilots and aviation professionals.

The city is a popular vacation destination, 
especially for college students on spring 

break, a "special event" period. The city is 
also home to Daytona Beach Community 
College, Bethune-Cookman College and 
Keiser College. Today, motor vehicle driving 
and parking is still allowed on certain 
sections of the beach, which is fully lined 
with hotels, motels, condominiums and 
houses. 

There is a wide variety of accommodation 
in all price ranges. Hotel and motel rooms 
are typically plentiful except during special 
events, which also include winter Speed 
Weeks, summer NASCAR races, Bike 
Week, Biketoberfest and Black College 
Reunion (BCR). During the motorcycle 
events (Bike Week and Biketoberfest), 
several hundred thousand bikers from all 
over the world visit the greater Daytona 
Beach area.
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Daytona Beach History
Daytona Beach, named for its founder, 
Matthias Day, was incorporated in 1876. 

The towns of Daytona (originally a separate 
town) and Seabreeze were merged to form 
Daytona Beach in 1926. 

Daytona Beach was the birthplace of 
musical theater writer Robert Wright. On 
March 8th, 1936, the first stock car race 
was held on the beach. 

The world-famous Daytona International 
Speedway complex is now the site of the 
International Motor Sports Hall of Fame and 
Daytona USA, a fan attraction.
 
Varadero
Varadero is a popular resort town in Cuba, 
and one of the largest in the Caribbean. It 
is situated on a peninsula some 140 
kilometres east of Havana. 

The peninsula is only 1.2 km wide at its 
widest point. It slopes to the northeast, 
where its tip, Punta Hicacos, is the 
northernmost point of Cuba.

Varadero is first and foremost a tourist 
resort, and boasts more than 20 kilometres 
of white sandy beaches. 

Tourism grew as Irenee Dupont Nemours, 
an American millionaire, in the early 1930's 
built her estate on the peninsula. 

Varadero today is primarily visited by 
European and Canadian tourists, but also 
the number of American tourists is picking 
up. Varadero has the most important airport 
of the island after Havana.

South Beach 
South Beach (or ‘the Beach’ as known to 
its locals) is a section of Miami Beach, 
Florida that encompasses the lower 23 
blocks of the island from the point south of 
1st Street to 23rd Street. 

This area was the first section of Miami 
Beach to be developed starting in the 
1910s, thanks to development efforts by 
Carl Fischer, the Lummus Brothers, John 
Collins, and others. 

The area has gone through numerous 
changes over the years, some man-made 
and some due to the forces of nature, like 
the hurricane of 1926 that destroyed much 
of the area.
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South Beach started as farm land. In 1870, 
Henry and Charles Lum purchased 165 
acres (668,000 m2) for coconut farming. 
Charles Lum built the first house on the 
beach in 1886. In 1894 the Lum brothers 
left the island, leaving control of the 
plantation to John Collins, who came to 
South Beach two years later to survey his 
land. He used the land for farming 
purposes, discovering fresh water and 
extending his parcel from 14th Street to 
67th in 1907.
In 1906, South Beach's first bar, Mac's Club 
Deuce (which still exists today), opened its 
door on 14th Street.
In 1912, Miami businessmen the Lummus 
Brothers acquired 400 acres (1.6 km2) of 
Collins’s property in an effort to build an 
ocean front city of modest single family 
residences.
Carl Fischer, a successful entrepreneur, 
who made millions in 1909 after selling a 
business to Union Carbide, came to the 
beach in 1913. His vision was to establish 
South Beach as a successful city 
independent of Miami. This was the same 
year that the famous restaurant Joe's Stone 
Crab opened.
On March 26th, 1915, Collins, Lummus, 
and Fisher consolidated their efforts and 
incorporated the Town of Miami Beach. 
South Beach was born. In 1918 the Mac 
Arthur Causeway was completed. The 
Lummus brothers sold their oceanfront 
property to the city from 6th Street to 14th, 
which was then and is now the area known 
as Lummus Park.
In 1920, the Miami Beach land boom 
began. South Beach's main streets, 5th 
Street, Alton Road, Collins Avenue, 
Washington Avenue, and Ocean Drive

were all suitable for automobile traffic. The 
population was growing in the 1920´s, and 
several millionaires such as Harvey 
Firestone, J.C. Penney, Harvey Stutz, Albert 
Champion, Frank Seiberling, and Rockwell 
LaGorce built homes on Miami Beach. 
President Warren G. Harding stayed at the 
Flamingo Hotel during this time, stirring up 
interest in the area.

In the 1930´s an architectural revolution 
came to South beach bringing Art Deco, 
Streamline Moderne, and Nautical Moderne 
architecture to the beach. To this day, South 
Beach remains the world's largest collection 
of Streamline Moderne Art Deco 
architecture. Napier, New Zealand another 
notable Art Deco city, makes an interesting 
comparison with Miami Beach as it was 
rebuilt in the Ziggarut Art Deco style after 
being destroyed by an earthquake in 1931.

In 1940, the beach had a population of 
28,000. After the December 7, 1941 attack 
on Pearl Harbor, the Army Air Corps took 
command of Miami Beach. In 1966, South 
Beach became even more famous when 
Jackie Gleason brought his weekly variety 
series to the area for taping, a rarity in the 
industry. Beginning in the late 1970s through 
the 80s, South Beach was used as a 
retirement community with most of its 
ocean-front hotels and apartment buildings 
filled with elderly people living on small, 
fixed incomes. This period also saw the 
introduction of the ‘cocaine cowboys’, drug 
dealers who used the area as a base for 
their illicit drug activities. 
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The TV show Miami Vice used South Beach 
as a backdrop for much of its filming due 
to the area's raw and unique visual beauty.

While many of the unique Art Deco 
buildings, such as the New Yorker Hotel, 
were lost to developers in the years before 
1980, the area was saved as a cohesive 
unit by Barbara Capitman and a group of 
activists who spearheaded the movement 
to place South Beach on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

In the late 1980s, a renaissance began in 
South Beach with an influx of the fashion 
industry moving into the area. Most major 
modeling agencies had offices in South 
Beach, and fashion photographers used 
the area as a backdrop for their photo 
shoots.

Today the South Beach section of Miami 
Beach is a major entertainment destination 
with hundreds of nightclubs, restaurants 
and ocean-front hotels. The area is popular 

Q

uestion?W

riting
  Questions for discussion

What is the geological definition of beach?
Which beach is considered the longest fresh water beach in the world?
Briefly describe Acapulco. 
How do you get to town?
What is Daytona Beach famous for? 
Name some of the most important events held during the year?
How was the development of South Beach?
What use did the first settlers give to the land of South Beach?
What are some of the most remarkable architectural styles of South Beach?
What do you know about the Art Deco style? 

with international tourists as well, with 
German being the third most spoken 
language after English and Spanish. The 
large number of European tourists is one 
reason South Beach is one of the few public 
beaches in the United States where topless 
sunbathing is common.
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We say Used to to talk about something that was true in the past, but is not true 
now.  

                There used to be a park here, but now there’s a shopping center. 
                My grandmother used to have beautiful blonde hair, but now her hair is grey. 
  
You can say used to to talk about things that were true for a long period of time, or 
repeated actions that happened several times. 

                I used to live in Denver. (True for a long period of time) 
                  I used to go to the park every Friday. (A repeated action) 

                Write adverbs before used to. 
                I always used to cycle to school. 
                 I never used to eat vegetables. 

You can use Would in a similar way to used to. It describes things that were true in 
the past but are not true now.  

                When I was a child, my dad would read to me every night. 

Would CANNOT be used to talk about states. It can only be used to talk about 
repeated actions.  
There would be a park here.        =>           There used to be a park here. 
                 
                Write adverbs after would. 
                I would always talk to my grandma when I had a problem. 

GRAMMAR STRUCTURE 3

USED TO / WOULD

BEACHES IN THE WORLD YOU SHOULD VISIT

The perfect combination of surf, sun and sand, these beaches are the best our 

planet has to offer. Each beach has been carefully selected for National 

Geographic's book, The 10 Best of Everything. Without further ado, here are the 

best beaches on Earth: 
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Seychelles
One of the most photographed beaches in 
the world, the pale pink sands of Anse 
Source d’Argent unfurls across the island 
of La Digue, one of the 115 components of 
this archipelago in the Indian Ocean. The 
sands sparkle against a backdrop of 
towering granite boulders, worn by time 
and weather. The turquoise water is 
relatively shallow and protected from the 
ocean’s waves by a reef.

Maldives
Whether your dream beach trip 
consists of spending a few pampered 
nights in a four-star resort or 
swimming among tropical fish some 
80 feet (24 meters) underwater, the 
Maldives are the sort of islands where 
either—or both—can come true. 
Straddling the Equator southwest of 
Sri Lanka, the 1,102 islands that 
make up the Maldives form 26 atolls. 
The soft air enveloping the 
archipelago blends into a beautiful 
palm-fringed haze.

Bora Bora, Tahiti
This is one of the magical islands that 
make up French Polynesia in the South 
Pacific. Just 18 miles (29 kilometers) long, 
this lush little slip of land lies in a protected 
lagoon edged by white sandy shores, the 
best being at Matira Point. Bora Bora 
boasts the nickname the “Romantic 
Island,” a moniker easy to appreciate with 
its isolated beaches, intimate hotels, and 
quiet atmosphere.

Photo: seychelles.org

Photo: homedsgn.com

Photo: tahitivacations.com.au
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The Hamptons, New York
One of the hip spots for the air-kissing, 
well-heeled set, the Hamptons boast some 
of the prettiest beaches on Long Island. 
The unspoiled shoreline begins around 
Southampton and runs east to the end of 
the island at Montauk. Windswept dunes 
and waving grasses border the Atlantic 
Ocean.

Lanikai Beach, Hawaii
Half a mile of sparkling sand, palm trees swaying over a white beach, lush tropical 
plants, and endless sunshine make Lanikai one of Hawaii’s most scenic beaches. The 
shore is protected by a nearby coral reef, which keeps the surf relatively calm. The 
water is always deep green and postcard-perfect.

Photo: worldpropertychannel.com

Photo: amazingplacesonplanet.com
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RESEARCH SPOT

1. Famous beaches in your country
2. Water sports

Look for more information about:

Notes:
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